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ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

March 11, 2020  
Via email: NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov 

NY Natural Heritage Program – Information Services 
NYS DEC 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Albany, NY  12233-4757 

Re: Request for Information 
Living with the Bay Stormwater Infrastructure Upgrades Projects 
Villages of Hempstead, Rockville Centre, Lynbrook, and East Rockaway, and the Town of 
Hempstead, Nassau County, NY 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The New York State Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR) proposed to fund the Living with the Bay 
Stormwater Project (the Project) located in the Nassau County, New York. The Project area would span across 
multiple communities, including the Villages of Hempstead, Rockville Centre, Lynbrook, and East Rockaway, 
and the Town of Hempstead. The Project consists of five (5) components driven by the Rebuild by Design 
Competition lead by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and intended to respond to 
Hurricane Sandy’s impacts in the region by addressing flooding caused by storm surge and rainfall, improving 
coastal habitat and water quality, easing public access to the waterfront, and educating the public on stormwater 
and environmental management. See attached Figures 1 and 2 for the Project component locations. The Project 
components are as follows:   

Smith Pond Rehabilitation: Smith Pond is a 22-acre freshwater pond located along the Mill River north of 
Sunrise Highway in the Village of Rockville Centre. The proposed improvements at Smith Pond would consist of 
the following components:  

Floodwall and Floodgate. Installation and construction of vinyl sheet pile floodwalls with a timber cap 
along Merrick Road, and along Claude and Nassau Streets, to prevent off-site flooding. A 35-foot-wide 
passive floodgate would be incorporated into the wall at the southern parking lot on Nassau Street.  

Weir Enhancements and Access Road. The deteriorated timber sheeting and wale on the downstream face 
of the weir would receive a new concrete-block face. The adjacent timber bulkheads and piles would be 
removed and replaced with a new concrete bulkhead that would be tied into the weir and receiving-channel 
concrete slab. The receiving concrete slab would also be repaired. Along the access road to the weir from 
Merrick Road, a 15-foot-wide compacted dense graded aggregate would be placed with a 2-percent cross 
slope for drainage.  

Fish Ladder. A pool and chute fish ladder would be installed to operate at a range of streamflows that 
occur during the spring at Smith Pond. Each pool would be 6-feet-long by 6-feet-wide with a minimum 
depth of 2.5-feet and a drop per pool of 0.5-feet.  
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Porous Pavement. A porous pavement parking lot would be installed on the east side of Smith Pond.  
 
Inlet Headwall and Wing Walls. Structural repair of the northeast culvert head wall and wing walls would 
include tuck-pointing all exposed mortar joints, stone repair, replacement of the deteriorated wall cap, 
stone cleaning all surfaces, stone sealing all surfaces, and final cleaning. 
 
Greenway and Pedestrian Outlook Enhancements. A new 6-foot-wide greenway would be constructed 
using the alignments of existing pathways. The northern outlook at the northeast outfall and the new 
southern outlook at the weir would both be connected to the greenway. Electrical conduits and wiring 
would be installed along the proposed greenway for low-level bollard lighting. 
 
Invasive Vegetation Removal. Upland/wetland invasive vegetation removal would occur along the north, 
east, and west shorelines of Smith Pond, with supplemental plantings of native species. 

 
Lister Park Improvements: South of Smith Pond, just north of East Rockaway High School, the Lister Park 
project would entail the proposed improvements:  
 

Tighe Field. Construction of a bioretention basin and introduction of vegetation at the northwest corner 
of the Tighe Field parking lot; improvement of the parking lot and walkways by removing the curb on the 
north and west sides of the parking lot and replacing it with pre-cast concrete bumpers and a new 4-foot 
sidewalk with an ADA-compliant curb and detectable warning surface from the parking lot; and 
installation of a drainage system leading to the bioretention basin. 
 
Centennial Field. Construction of a bioretention basin, installation of an underdrain collection system, 
and introduction of vegetation immediately north of the Centennial Field parking lot; a full-depth 
pavement reclamation of the parking lot; and installation of a 6-inch perforated high-density polyethylene 
(HDPE) storm drain through the middle of the parking lot.  
 
Bligh Field. Construction of a 670-linear-foot, 10-foot wide porous, asphalt greenway adjacent to the 
river, with drainage relief pipes installed at low points; installation and rehabilitation of four crosswalks; 
removal of the sidewalk on the southern side of South Park Avenue, between Oceanview and Riverside 
Roads, and the curb along South Park Avenue; installation of a knee wall; on the opposite side of Riverside 
Road, installation of a concrete sidewalk; a full-depth pavement reclamation process of the parking lot to 
install porous asphalt; construction of an earthen berm along the eastern side of Bligh Field; construction 
of an access ramp to the existing Mill River Overlook on the east side of parking lot, and the replacement 
of the existing overlook. 
 
Living Shoreline. Installation of a living shoreline and bank stabilization along the Mill River, adjacent 
to Tighe, Centennial, and Bligh Fields. 

 
East Rockaway High School: Located along the west bank of the Mill River, between Centre Avenue and Pearl 
Street, the East Rockaway High School component would involve the proposed improvements: 
 

Bulkhead and Shoreline Improvements. The existing bulkhead would be elevated by 2 feet above the 
current grade, and approximately 634 linear feet of proposed bulkhead would be built along the east side 
of the site. On the eastern shoreline of Mill River, approximately 29 linear feet of proposed bulkhead 
would be installed, as well as a 20-by-10-foot rip rap apron at the corner of River Avenue. 
 
Green Infrastructure and Emergency Generator. A rain garden and a hydrodynamic separator would be 
installed by the faculty parking lot. An emergency generator would be installed between the school 
building.  
 
Parking Lot Enhancements. The entire parking lot would be replaced with new pavement, graded to direct 
stormwater runoff to the proposed green infrastructure to the east. 
 



25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004 │ Recovery Hotline: 1-855-NYS-Sandy │www.stormrecovery.ny.gov 

Improved Drainage. A 3-foot-wide French drain with 12-inch perforated HDPE pipe is proposed on the 
eastern side of the sports field, which would be preserved and maintained. At two locations, additional 
piping would connect the perforated HDPE pipe invert to the bulkhead. 

Proposed Greenway. Creation of a porous asphalt greenway, ranging from 4 to 10 feet in width, beginning 
at the end of Centre Avenue in the north and ending at Ocean Avenue in the south.  

East, West, North Boulevards Stormwater Drainage Improvements: This component is situated in Bay Park, 
a hamlet in the southwestern portion of the Town of Hempstead. It is bordered by Hewlett and Hewlett Harbor to 
the west, East Rockaway to the north, Oceanside to the east, and Hewlett Bay to the south. The proposed 
improvements would consist of the following: 

Drainage Improvements. Installation of conventional storm sewer structures, such as catch basins, 
manholes, and storm drainpipes. All improvements would be constructed within existing roadway rights-
of-way.  

Roadway Enhancements. Minor paving and surface enhancements at the East, North, and West 
Boulevards within their rights-of-way. 

Bioretention Basins. Two bioretention basins would be installed at the ends of West Evans Street and 
Court West Street. Each basin would cover an area of approximately 3,200 square feet. 

Bulkhead. Two new bulkheads, one at the end of West Evans Street and the other at the end of West 
Sampson Street, would be installed. The bulkheads would be 30- to 35-feet long, made of timber, and 
include 32-foot-long wood piles driven into the channel bottom. Vinyl sheeting would be attached, and 
each bulkhead would be supported by an inland structure located in the existing roadway, approximately 
14 feet from the bulkhead. 

Mill River Greenway: The proposed greenway would span across multiple communities, including the Villages 
of Hempstead, Rockville Centre, Lynbrook, and East Rockaway, and the Town of Hempstead. As it connects 
through these communities, the greenway would connect to several waterbodies along the Mill River, including 
Smith Pond, South Pond, McDonald Pond, and Hempstead Lake.  The continuous greenway would extend 
approximately 5.1 miles from Hempstead Lake State Park and Tanglewood Preserve south to Bay Park and 
Hewlett Bay. The multiuse path would vary in width and, where practical, would typically include 10-foot-wide 
permeable pavement with water storage and infiltration.   

GOSR is contacting your office for assistance in identifying the potential presence of any rare or federal and/or 
state threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species in the vicinity of the proposed project.  In addition, 
information regarding the presence of any other species or habitats of special concern, including significant natural 
communities, in the vicinity of the Project is also requested.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me via telephone number (212) 480-6265 or email: Matt.Accardi@stormrecovery.ny.gov. Thank you for your 
consideration and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Accardi 

Certifying Environmental Officer 

Enclosures: 
Attachment 1: Project Location Figures 
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Matt Accardi
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR)
25 Beaver Street

New York, NY 10004

Living with the Bay Stormwater Infrastructure Upgrades Projects Re:
County: Nassau  Town/City: Hempstead

Dear  Mr. Accardi:

nc1

Nicholas Conrad
Information Resources Coordinator
New York Natural Heritage Program

Sincerely,

March 18, 2020

 In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 
Program database with respect to the above project.

 We have no records of state-listed animals or plants at the project sites. 

ramburii). While not listed by NYS, these two species are rare in New York and of conservation 
concern. We recommend that project work in Lister Park and near the Mill River be conducted 
so as not to degrade or impair the riverside habitat or water quality of the Mill River. This will 
also protect habitats downstream along the Mill River, including patches of low salt marsh and 
high salt marsh.

      For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted. We cannot 
provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or 
significant natural communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at 
the project site, further information from on-site surveys or other resources may be required 
to fully assess impacts on biological resources.

     For information regarding permits that may be required under state law for 
regulated areas or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Region 
1 Office, Division of Environmental Permits, at dep.r1@dec.ny.gov.

       Along the Mill River in Lister Park, near the ball fields, two rare dragonflies have been  
documented: Seaside Dragonlet (Erythrodiplax berenice) and Rambur’s Forktail (Ischnura 
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