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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT
DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE (NEGATIVE DECLARATION)
EAST BRANCH OF THE AUSABLE RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT
DATE:

March 12, 2021

NAME OF PROJECT: East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Project
LOCATION:

East Branch of the Ausable River, near the hamlet of Upper Jay, Town of Jay,
Essex County, New York

SEQRA CLASSIFICATION:

[ ] Type I (ENB Required); [ X ] Unlisted

REVIEW TYPE:

[ ] Coordinated; [ X ] Uncoordinated

DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE:

[ X ] Negative Declaration; [ ] Positive Declaration

____________________________________________________________________________________
The Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), an office of New York State Homes and Community
Renewal’s (NYSHCR) Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), has determined that the East Branch of
the Ausable River Restoration Project (Proposed Project) is an Unlisted Action and is performing an
uncoordinated review of the Proposed Project pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) (ECL Sections 3- 0301(1)(b), 3-0301(2)(m) and 8-0113 and 6 NYCRR Part 617). In accordance
with SEQRA and its implementing regulations found at 6 NYCRR Part 617, GOSR is conducting an
independent environmental review and determination of significance of the Proposed Project. GOSR has
completed a Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) Part 1 regarding the Proposed Project, evaluated
the criteria found under 6 NYCRR 617.7(c), completed Parts 2 and 3 of the EAF, and determined that the
Proposed Project would not result in significant environmental impacts. This memo is incorporated by
reference into Part 3 of the EAF and serves as the rationale for GOSR’s determination of significance.
The Proposed Project:
GOSR proposes to provide CDBG-DR funding to Essex County for the East Branch of the Ausable River
Restoration Project, which will involve implementation of improvements to the East Branch of the Ausable
River (EBAR) near the hamlet of Upper Jay, Town of Jay, Essex County, New York. The Proposed Project
will involve construction activities at two (2) locations and seeks to restore and improve river system
functioning through the restoration of over widened reaches; mitigating channel widening and restoration
of habitat; and clearance of debris along the EBAR and its tributaries. The Proposed Project will involve
off-site tree harvesting, which will be performed in accordance with United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) regulations with participation and oversight by USFWS in accordance with existing agreements.
Implementation of the Proposed Project will lead to decreased risk of future flooding, alleviation of ice
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jamming, protection of critical infrastructure, and will help protect public and private assets from future
flood and debris damage.
During the Project design phase, the Restoration Program for the East Branch of the Ausable River Report
(Restoration Program Report), dated May 2019, was developed with the goals of: (1) improving and
restoring river system functioning by mitigating channel widening, improving floodplain and stream
channel areas, restoring instream habitat, and alleviating ice jamming; and (2) mitigating flooding impacts
during storm events by protecting infrastructure, public and private assets, and making the town and its
most vulnerable hamlets more flood resilient. The Restoration Program Report summarized a preliminary
assessment of potential improvements, discussed potential project locations and constraints, identified
thirteen (13) potential restoration projects, and prioritized projects for implementation planning purposes.
Hydrologic and hydraulic analysis using HEC-GeoRAS and HEC-RAS 5.0.3 software and field
observations of vulnerable infrastructure were used to evaluate existing conditions and proposed
improvements. This included an evaluation of: (1) flood flow and ice flow attenuation based on the size of
the floodplain and proximity to concentrated areas of dwellings and businesses; (2) ice flow attenuation in
areas of known repeat ice jams; and (3) protection of adjacent transportation infrastructure. After an analysis
of flood resilience, feasibility, ecological benefits, and a cost analysis, two (2) of the restoration project
locations were selected for implementation. The two projects that were selected are referenced as Project
Area 2 and Project Area 3 in the Restoration Program Report.
Project Area 2 is well connected to its floodplain due to the wide, forested floodplain on its west bank.
However, it has a narrow to almost no floodplain on its east bank due to the proximity of State Route 9N.
The lack of a floodplain area adjacent to Route 9N increases the potential for bank erosion and damage to
Route 9N. Project Area 2 has excessive sediment deposition because of a high width/depth ratio and split
flow from a second, smaller channel on its west side. There is only minor, localized bank erosion due to the
excellent riparian vegetation on the west bank and riprap on most of the east bank. This area has poorly to
moderately defined riffles with some deep pools and little to no instream structures to provide habitat.
The restoration goals for Project Area 2 are to improve sediment transport, in-stream habitat, riparian
buffers, and protect Route 9N. To achieve these goals, the following improvements will be made: building
a bankfull bench, construction of toe wood structures and j-hooks, and closing the second channel on the
west side of the river. A bankfull bench is a flat or shallowly sloped area above bankfull (the water level at
which a river is at the top of its banks and any further rise would result in water moving into the floodplain),
which slows high velocity flows during flows above bankfull. Toe wood structures incorporate native
woody material into a submerged undercut bank to replicate natural streambanks, stabilize and protect
streambanks from erosion, and provide in-stream cover for fish using natural material. J-hooks are flow
deflection structures that dissipate energy, deflect stream flow to the center of the channel, reduce
streambank erosion, and create pools. The bankfull bench and toe wood structures will provide in-stream
habitat and protect Route 9N from erosion from high velocity flows. The j-hooks will assist in protecting
Route 9N and will improve pool habitat by providing deeper, longer pools. Disconnecting the second
channel will increase stream energy and improve sediment transport. A wetland/vernal pool habitat will be
created within the disconnected second channel, which will further increase the overall functional uplift of
Project Area 2.
Project Area 3 is slightly disconnected from its floodplain. It connects to the floodplain during higher flow
events but does not have a bankfull bench. It has excessive sediment deposition because of a high
width/depth ratio and split flow from a second, smaller channel on its west side. There is moderate to high
localized bank erosion in one location, but other bank areas are fairly stable due to the excellent riparian
vegetation on the right bank and moderate riparian vegetation on the east bank. This area has poorly to
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moderately defined riffles with some deep pools and little to no instream structures to provide habitat. There
is no infrastructure near Project Area 3.
The restoration goals for Project Area 3 are to improve sediment transport and in-stream habitat. To achieve
these goals, the width/depth ratio will be reduced by building a bankfull bench and toe wood structures
along the east bank and plugging the second channel on the west side of the river. Decreasing the
width/depth ratio and disconnecting the second channel will increase stream energy and improve sediment
transport. The bankfull bench and toe wood structures will provide instream habitat. Large wood/boulder
clusters will be installed within the riffle/run areas to improve instream habitat. A wetland/vernal pool
habitat will be created within the disconnected second channel, which will further increase the overall
functional uplift of Project Area 3.
Purpose and Need:
On August 28, 2011, Hurricane Irene caused extensive damage throughout Essex County, with the most
damage occurring in the Towns of Jay and Keene. Within a week, Tropical Storm Lee hit the same area,
compounding this damage. During Hurricane Irene, precipitation in the watershed feeding the EBAR was
particularly heavy, exceeding 12 inches in 24 hours. Due to the magnitude of the storm, many properties
lying within the EBAR’s mapped 100-year floodplain, and even some properties in the 500-year floodplain,
were inundated with floodwater, sediment, and debris. Flooding along the main river channel impacted
properties in all six hamlets of Jay and Keene, with major impacts in Keene, Upper Jay, and Au Sable
Forks.
During Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee, the EBAR was profoundly impacted by rising stormwater:
banks collapsed and widened, channels morphed, and debris and sediment deposits were left throughout
the system. Over widening has also slowed water velocities, increased sediment deposition, led to ice jams,
and impacted fish habitat along the EBAR. Numerous roads and culverts were damaged in Jay and Keene,
including several sections of State Route 73, which were washed out, isolating the hamlet of Keene Valley
and other hamlets and severely disrupting the flow of tourists, local and commercial traffic to the hamlets
and the surrounding Lake Placid and Tri-Lakes Region. Local businesses lost thousands of dollars of
inventory and/or were forced to close for a prolonged period of time. Impacts were indirect for many other
businesses, which lost business due to disruption of tourism, road closures, and repairs which limited street
traffic. Local government budgets were strained in the efforts to recover and rebuild following the flooding.
Some community residents were temporarily or permanently displaced due to flood damage of their homes.
Some residents had to be evacuated from their homes boat. Aquatic habitat and riparian corridors suffered
damage from the storm events and subsequent emergency repair work. New and already significant bank
and soil erosion and landslides were exacerbated. This constituted a significant input of fine sediment in
the river system.
Implementation of the proposed improvements at Project Area 2 and Project Area 3 will improve flood
resiliency and reduce the potential for ice jams. This is primarily a result of reducing the width/depth ratio;
reinforcing the river channel; and creating a bankfull bench, which will provide an area for flows above
bankfull to spread out and dissipate energy. The decreased width/depth ratio will increase stream energy
and improve sediment transport, thereby reducing the potential for sediment deposition and loss of channel
capacity. The increased stream energy will also assist in slowing the formation of ice, and facilitate breaking
it up and moving it downstream. The bankfull bench will reduce the potential of bank erosion along Route
9N, thus reducing the potential for future bank stabilization maintenance activities.
Existing Conditions:
The EBAR is a perennial north-running stream that flows through the Towns of Keene and Jay. It descends
steeply from Mount Marcy in the Adirondack High Peaks, meets its low slope valley near the hamlet of
St. Huberts in the Town of Keene, then runs 30 miles through the hamlets of the Towns of Keene and Jay
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and on to Au Sable Forks where it meets the West Branch Ausable River. The confluence of the two
branches creates the Ausable River that runs another 20 miles northeast to empty into Lake Champlain.
The EBAR lies within the protected Adirondack Park. The Project is located in a section of the EBAR that
is designated by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation as a Recreational River,
and is regulated under the Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers Act. Approximately 90% of the EBAR
watershed is forested. The EBAR has a history of damaging floods with profound impacts on residences
and business in the Town of Jay, particularly in the hamlets of Upper Jay and Au Sable Forks. Impacts
have been exacerbated by compromised channel form and function allowing aggradation of sediment;
storms of greater intensity and frequency due to extreme weather events; poorly informed past emergency
response to flood events; and development near the river and elsewhere in the floodprone areas.
The EBAR has a history of damaging floods with profound impacts on residences and business in the
Town of Jay, particularly in the hamlet of Au Sable Forks and, to a lesser degree, Upper Jay. Sections of
the EBAR are impaired: channels are over-widened and floodplain connectivity is poor, excessive
deposition and poor bed diversity are commonplace, bank erosion is present, riparian cover is lacking, and
water quality is threatened. Due in part to topography, geology, and climate; the EBAR and its tributaries,
like other rivers in the region, are subject to flooding and ice jams. Impairment of stream function in
reaches throughout the system reduces ecological health, fishery health and, most importantly, exacerbates
the impacts of flooding for the community.
Funding:
The total Proposed Project cost is estimated at $925,962.62. GOSR proposes to allocate funding pursuant
to the HUD CDBG-DR program as authorized by the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013 (Public
Law 113-2, approved January 29, 2013). The NYS HTFC, which administers the CDBG-DR program
funds on behalf of GOSR, intends to approve funding for the Proposed Project as described in this notice.
Environmental Considerations:
The SEQRA analysis finds that the Proposed Project will not result in a significant adverse environmental
impact. Additional explanation is provided for those sections of the SEQRA EAF Part 2 where details may
be helpful in understanding the environmental considerations. The applicable SEQRA EAF Part 2 section
number is followed by the additional explanation below.
Section 1 – Impact on Land
Physical alteration of the land will take place in association with the proposed stream and floodplain
improvements. All improvements will be designed and constructed to improve resilience from future storm
events. The Proposed Project will be implemented in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local
laws, regulations, and permit requirements and conditions.
Section 3 – Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed stream and floodplain improvements will aid in the mitigation of damage caused by flooding
from future storm events, as well as being a key component in the overall flood protection plan for the EBAR.
The Project will improve sediment transport, in-stream habitat, and riparian buffers; provide flood resiliency;
provide in-stream cover for fish using natural material; stabilize and protect streambanks from erosion; reduce
streambank erosion and protect Route 9N; and reduce ice jams. Additionally, the Project will minimize
contamination from overland flow during future storm events.
It is anticipated that the following wetland permits may be required prior to commencement of the Proposed
Project:
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 United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) – Section 404 and Section 10 Permit
 NYSDEC – Article 15 – Protection of Waters Permit (Excavation and Fill in Navigable Waters and
Disturbance of the Bed or Banks of a Protected Stream)
 NYSDEC – Section 401 Water Quality Certification
 NYSDEC – Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers Permit
 Adirondack Park Agency Permit
 Town of Jay Floodplain Development Permit
It is anticipated that Project activities would be permitted by the USACE under Nationwide Permit 27 and
by the NYSDEC under General Permit GP 5-19-001.
All necessary permits shall be obtained before beginning work. The Project will be implemented in
accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations, and permit requirements and
conditions in order to ensure the preservation of water quality. Best Management Practices (BMPs),
including the use of a dewatering system and silt fence, will be employed to ensure that the Project does
not negatively impact surface water.
Section 5 – Impact on Flooding
The East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Program Report (Restoration Program Report), dated
May 2019 and completed by Schoder Rivers Associates Consulting Engineers, P.C. (SRA), Fitzgerald
Environmental Associates, LLC (FEA), Ecosystem Planning & Restoration (EPR), and the Ausable River
Association (AsRA), was prepared to develop stream restoration alternatives for the East Branch of the
Ausable River with the goal of (1) improving and restore river system functioning by mitigating channel
widening, improving floodplain and stream channel areas, restoring instream habitat, and alleviating ice
jamming, and (2) mitigating flooding impacts during storm events by protecting infrastructure, public and
private assets, and making the community and its most vulnerable hamlets more flood resilient.
The Restoration Program Report involved a watershed assessment to determine the influence of watershed
health on sections of the EBAR. Watershed characteristics were evaluated to document hydrology,
sediment transport load, water quality, and biology. Watershed conditions were evaluated to determine if
the restoration goals are achievable and to determine the restoration potential of each restoration project.
Assessment of the EBAR and its watershed involved two levels: a “desktop assessment” of existing data
at a watershed scale (inclusive of prior geomorphic surveys of the EBAR) and a stream/field-based
assessment focused on the Jay section of the EBAR.
Floodplain maps were developed through hydrologic and hydraulic analyses to better understand
floodplain connectivity throughout the EBAR river valley, channel geomorphic processes, and the
vulnerability of infrastructure to flooding and erosion. Additionally, the maps and modeling were used to
identify important floodplains that slow and store flood flows during large storm events like Tropical
Storm Irene. Prior to the analysis, the best available floodplain mapping was FEMA’s Flood Insurance
Study which included detailed flood maps with base flood elevations provided. This study was initially
completed in 1983 and revised in 2002. The complementary information prepared used updated data, such
as high-resolution LiDAR elevations, measurements of new and existing structures, and an extended
hydrologic record.
In order to update the hydrologic record and account for changes in the flood frequency and magnitude
since 2002, new hydrologic analysis was completed for the project. USGS PEAKFQ 7.2 software was
utilized to re-analyze the peak flow gauging record for the Ausable River watershed and included all data
through the 2017 water year. This analysis provided updated flood frequency values for all floods ranging
from the 1.5-year flood (bankfull flood) to the 500-year flood, which were then used to in the hydraulic
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modeling and in the validation of field observations of bankfull indicators select reaches.
HEC-GeoRAS and HEC-RAS 5.0.3 software was used to create a one- dimensional, steady flow river and
floodplain hydraulics model for the East Branch Ausable River from the Keene/Jay town boundary
(upstream) to the confluence of the East and West Branches of the Ausable River (downstream). A
floodplain digital elevation model (DEM) was created for the study area using high-resolution (1 meter)
LiDAR elevation surfaces from a dataset covering Clinton, Essex, and Franklin counties in NY collected
by the US Geological Survey between 2014 and 2015.
Information regarding river ice formation and ice jamming occurrences on the East Branch was gathered
from conversations with local residents and Town of Jay employees, review of the Ausable River
Watershed Management Plan, and review of recent news reports available on the Internet. Visual
assessments of ice formation and breakup/jamming during winter and spring thaws were conducted by
AsRA’s staff on the East Branch Ausable River over a period of several years.
Thirteen distinct stream assessment reaches (project areas) were identified based on existing functionbased stream conditions. The thirteen project areas were ranked based on prioritization criteria were
primarily based on the rapid stream restoration feasibility methodology. The assessment parameters
focused on evaluating design complexity, ecological benefits, ice jam potential, infrastructure protection,
construction feasibility, land ownership, and implementation costs. Based on the weighted scores of the
non-cost related criteria, the overall priority of each potential project area was determined and the projects
were grouped into the categories of low, medium and high priority. The projects that were selected for
further scoping were then determined by identifying projects that were in the medium to high overall
priority categories and had a cost estimate that fell within the available construction budget for the East
Branch Ausable River Restoration Program, which is approximately $850,000. Based on this process,six
projects were selected to advance to conceptual design: Projects 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 13.
The Restoration Program Report recommended that the Town of Jay move forward to implement one (1)
or more of the six (6) projects that were developed to concept plan level with the use of its CDBG Disaster
Recovery grant funds. During the time period between the completion of the draft Restoration Program
Report and the final Restoration Program Report, the authors of the Restoration Program Report met with
the Town of Jay on January 22, 2019 to review the results of the report and answer questions. A public
hearing was held on April 4, 2019, in which the authors of the Restoration Program Report presented the
results of the report and answered questions and took comments from the public in attendance
(approximately 30 local residents attended the meeting, as well as the Town Board). During the time
period that the draft Restoration Program Report had been issued for review, the Town of Jay experienced
an ice jam that formed in the vicinity of the Route 9N bridge in Upper Jay. On January 24, 2019,
significant ice flows moved through the East Branch of the Ausable River due to melting and precipitation.
By the next day a large ice jam had formed from the upstream end of the large island south of Upper Jay
downstream to the Wells Library, a length of approximately 1.3 miles. During subsequent weeks, the ice
jam was monitored closely by the Town, County, and several other agencies (NYSDEC, NYSDOT,
USACOE, State and County Emergency Management, NYS Police, AsRA, and others). Moderate
flooding occurred during higher river flow events as a result of the ice jam and equipment was deployed
to remove ice from the channel and reduce flooding impacts as a result of the jam. By March 17, 2019,
with warming temperatures, the ice jam in Upper Jay had thawed, broken up and flowed downstream.
However, this event resulted in a heightened degree of interest within the community regarding flood
resiliency, and brought attention to the issue of ice jams, in particular in the vicinity of Upper Jay. On
April 11, 2019, the Town of Jay Town Board voted to proceed with the design and construction of Project
2 and Project 3, and for the full or partial completion of Project 5, depending on the availability of
remaining funds from the Town’s CDBG Disaster Recovery grant. The authors of the Restoration
Program Report supported this decision and recommended that in addition, the Town and its partners
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should work to pursue the completion of all projects that are identified in this East Branch Ausable River
Restoration Program in order to maximize the Town’s objectives to improve and restore river function
and mitigate flood impacts.
Section 5 – Impact on Plants and Animals
The Proposed Project will not introduce nuisance or non-indigenous species of vegetation. The Project will
involve stream and floodplain improvements to reduce the frequency and severity of flooding from the
EBAR. Best management practices, including the use of a dewatering system and silt fence, will be
implemented to protect flora and fauna adjacent to the Project area. Disturbed areas and soil will be
stabilized upon completion of Project activities.
According to the NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper (ERM), there are no documented occurrences
of NYSDEC designated rare plants or animals in the Project area or in the vicinity of the Project area.
Therefore, the Project is anticipated to have no effect on NYSDEC regulated threatened or endangered
plants or animals.
According to an Official Species List obtained from the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation
(IPaC), there is one (1) species federally threatened, endangered, or candidate species that may occur in the
project area (Indiana bat). There are no critical habitats within the project area under the USFWS’s
jurisdiction. There are bird species protected by the Migratory Birds Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) that could potentially be affected by Project activities. It is
anticipated that any transient passerine birds that may be potentially located in the vicinity of the Project
area during construction would temporarily leave the area due to noise and disturbance.
The USFWS is a partnering agency in the design and implementation of the proposed Project and
completed an Intra-Service Section 7 Biological Evaluation for the Project on February 8, 2021. The
USFWS concurred with the determination that the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
the Indiana bat, with the assumption that tree clearing would be performed during the winter months, from
October 15 to March 31. If, due to a change in project scheduling and sequencing, it is necessary to perform
tree clearing from April 1 – October 14, the USFWS will perform an additional Intra-Service Section 7
Biological Evaluation in order to obtain approval under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
The Project will involve off-site tree harvesting, which will be performed in accordance with USFWS
regulations with participation and oversight by USFWS in accordance with existing agreements. The
USFWS is responsible for determining whether any additional analysis or permitting is necessary for the
proposed tree clearing and will ensure that the tree clearing is in compliance with all applicable
environmental regulations and statutes.
The Project does not involve any activities that would introduce stressors to listed species or their
designated critical habitats under the jurisdiction of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) pursuant to the ESA. Therefore, GOSR has
determined that the Proposed Project would have “no effect” on endangered or threatened species under
the jurisdiction of NMFS.
Standard Requirements:
Any change to the Proposed Project as described will require re-evaluation by GOSR’s Certifying Officer for
compliance with SEQRA and other law, regulations and policies.
This review does not address all federal, state and local requirements. Acceptance of federal funding requires
recipient to comply with all federal, state and local laws. Failure to obtain all appropriate federal, state and
local environmental permits and clearances may jeopardize federal funding.
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Additional Mitigation Measures:
To the extent required and/or practicable and applicable, any approval of the Proposed Project is subject to
the following mitigation measures being adhered to by the grant recipient to minimize environmental
impacts and create a more sustainable project:


Construction and demolition – to the maximum extent possible, utilize local and recycled materials in
construction process and recycle materials generated onsite.



Clean diesel – implement diesel controls, cleaner fuel, and cleaner construction practices for on-road
and off-road equipment used for transportation, soil movement, or other construction activities,
including:
o Strategies and technologies that reduce unnecessary idling, including auxiliary power units,
the use of electric equipment, and strict enforcement of idling limits; and
o Use of clean diesel through add-on control technologies like diesel particulate filters and
diesel oxidation catalysts, repowers, or newer, cleaner equipment.

Stormwater – utilize low impact development (LID) principles such as
In addition to the factors considered above, GOSR considered the following guidance from the State
Environmental Quality Review Act and its implementing regulations and determined that the Proposed
Project would:
(i)
Not result in “a substantial adverse change in existing air quality, ground or surface water quality
or quantity, traffic or noise levels; a substantial increase in solid waste production; a substantial increase in
potential for erosion, flooding, leaching or drainage problems;” (§617.7(c)(1)( i ))
(ii)
Not result in “the removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or fauna; substantial
interference with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a
significant habitat area; substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of animal or
plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse impacts to natural resources;”
(§617.7(c)(1)(iii))
(iii)
Not result in “the impairment of the environmental characteristics of a Critical Environmental Area
as designated pursuant to subdivision 617.14(g) of this Part;” (§617.7(c)(1)(iii))
(iv)
Not result in “the creation of a material conflict with a community’s current plans or goals as
officially approved or adopted;” (§617.7(c)(1)(iv))
(v)
Not result in “the impairment of the character or quality of important historical, archaeological,
architectural, or aesthetic resources or of existing community or neighborhood character;” (§617.7(c)(1)(v))
(vi)

Not result in “a major change in the use of either the quantity or type of energy;” (§617.7(c)(1)(vi))

(vii)

Not result in “the creation of a hazard to human health;” (§617.7(c)(1)(vii))

(viii) Not result in “a substantial change in the use, or intensity of use, of land including agricultural,
open space or recreational resources, or in its capacity to support existing uses;” (§617.7(c)(1)(viii))
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(ix)
Not result in “the encouraging or attracting of a large number of people to a place or places for
more than a few days, compared to the number of people who would come to such place absent the action;”
(§617.7(c)(1)(ix))
(x)
Not result in “the creation of a material demand for other actions that would result in one of the
above consequences;” (§617.7(c)(1)(x))
(xi)
Not result in “changes in two or more elements of the environment, no one of which has a
significant impact on the environment, but when considered together result in a substantial adverse impact
on the environment; (§617.7(c)(1)(xi)) or
(xii)
Not involve “two or more related actions undertaken, funded or approved by an agency, none of
which has or would have a significant impact on the environment, but when considered cumulatively would
meet one or more of the criteria in this subdivision.” (§617.7(c)(1)(xii))
Therefore, GOSR, having prepared a Full Environmental Assessment Form, has determined that the
Proposed Project will not have a significant effect on the environment and a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will not need to be prepared.

James McAllister
Certifying Officer
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
500 Bi-County Boulevard, Suite 300
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(646) 256-9485; James.McAllister@stormrecovery.ny.gov

Date: March 12, 2021

Attachments:
Full Environmental Assessment Form (Parts 1, 2 and 3)
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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project and Setting
Instructions for Completing Part 1
Part 1 is to be completed by the applicant or project sponsor. Responses become part of the application for approval or funding,
are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.
Complete Part 1 based on information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to
any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information; indicate whether missing information does not exist,
or is not reasonably available to the sponsor; and, when possible, generally describe work or studies which would be necessary to
update or fully develop that information.
Applicants/sponsors must complete all items in Sections A & B. In Sections C, D & E, most items contain an initial question that
must be answered either “Yes” or “No”. If the answer to the initial question is “Yes”, complete the sub-questions that follow. If the
answer to the initial question is “No”, proceed to the next question. Section F allows the project sponsor to identify and attach any
additional information. Section G requires the name and signature of the applicant or project sponsor to verify that the information
contained in Part 1is accurate and complete.
A. Project and Applicant/Sponsor Information.
Name of Action or Project:
East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Project

Project Location (describe, and attach a general location map):
East Branch of the Ausable River, near the hamlet of Upper Jay, Town of Jay, Essex County, NY

Brief Description of Proposed Action (include purpose or need):
The East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Project will involve implementation of improvements to the East Branch of the Ausable River (EBAR)
near the hamlet of Upper Jay, Town of Jay, Essex County, New York. The Project will involve construction activities at two (2) locations and seeks to
restore and improve river system functioning through the restoration of over widened reaches; mitigating channel widening and restoration of habitat; and
clearance of debris along the EBAR and its tributaries. The Project will involve off-site tree harvesting, which will be performed in accordance with United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) regulations with participation and oversight by USFWS in accordance with existing agreements.
Implementation of the Project will lead to decreased risk of future flooding, alleviation of ice jamming, protection of critical infrastructure, and will help
protect public and private assets from future flood and debris damage.

Name of Applicant/Sponsor:

Telephone: (518) 873-3630

Essex County - Anna Reynolds, Essex County Community Resources Director

E-Mail: areynolds@co.essex.ny.us

Address: 7533 Court Street, P.O. Box 217
City/PO: Elizabethtown

State:

Project Contact (if not same as sponsor; give name and title/role):

Telephone: (631) 465-9677

James McAllister, Certifying Environmental Officer

NY

Zip Code:

12932

E-Mail: James.McAllister@stormrecovery.ny.gov

Address:
500 Bi-County Boulevard, Suite 300

City/PO:
Farmingdale

Property Owner (if not same as sponsor):

State:

Zip Code:

NY

11735

Telephone:
E-Mail:

Address:
City/PO:

State:
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Zip Code:

B. Government Approvals
B. Government Approvals, Funding, or Sponsorship. (“Funding” includes grants, loans, tax relief, and any other forms of financial
assistance.)
Government Entity
a. City Counsel, Town Board, ✓
9 Yes ✔
9 No
or Village Board of Trustees
b. City, Town or Village
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
Planning Board or Commission
c. City, Town or
9 Yes 9 No
Village Zoning Board of Appeals
d. Other local agencies
9 Yes 9 No

If Yes: Identify Agency and Approval(s)
Required

Application Date
(Actual or projected)

Town of Jay Floodplain Dev. Permit

USFWS is coordinating permit application
process under previous agreement.

e. County agencies

9 Yes 9 No

f. Regional agencies

9 Yes 9 No

g. State agencies

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

APA Permit, NYSDEC -Stream Disturbance,
WQC, Exc. and Fill in Nav. Waters, WSR, TRP

USFWS is coordinating permit application
process under previous agreement.

h. Federal agencies

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

USACE - Section 404 Permit - NWP 27

USFWS is coordinating permit application
process under previous agreement.

i. Coastal Resources.
i. Is the project site within a Coastal Area, or the waterfront area of a Designated Inland Waterway?
ii. Is the project site located in a community with an approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program?
iii. Is the project site within a Coastal Erosion Hazard Area?

9 Yes 9
✔ No
9 Yes ✔
9 No
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

C. Planning and Zoning
C.1. Planning and zoning actions.
Will administrative or legislative adoption, or amendment of a plan, local law, ordinance, rule or regulation be the
only approval(s) which must be granted to enable the proposed action to proceed?
• If Yes, complete sections C, F and G.
• If No, proceed to question C.2 and complete all remaining sections and questions in Part 1

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

C.2. Adopted land use plans.
a. Do any municipally- adopted (city, town, village or county) comprehensive land use plan(s) include the site
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
where the proposed action would be located?
If Yes, does the comprehensive plan include specific recommendations for the site where the proposed action
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
would be located?
b. Is the site of the proposed action within any local or regional special planning district (for example: Greenway;
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA); designated State or Federal heritage area; watershed management plan;
or other?)
If Yes, identify the plan(s):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Adirondack
Park
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Is the proposed action located wholly or partially within an area listed in an adopted municipal open space plan, ✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
or an adopted municipal farmland protection plan?
If Yes, identify the plan(s):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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C.3. Zoning
a. Is the site of the proposed action located in a municipality with an adopted zoning law or ordinance.
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes, what is the zoning classification(s) including any applicable overlay district?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The project
is located within the Adirondack Park. The majority of the project area does not have a designated zoning classification. Portions of the project
area _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
are located in areas classified as Resource Management and Wilderness.
b. Is the use permitted or allowed by a special or conditional use permit?

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

c. Is a zoning change requested as part of the proposed action?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes,
i. What is the proposed new zoning for the site? ___________________________________________________________________
C.4. Existing community services.
a. In what school district is the project site located? Ausable
________________________________________________________________
Valley
b. What police or other public protection forces serve the project site?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Essex
County Sheriff and New York State Police
c. Which fire protection and emergency medical services serve the project site?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Upper
Jay Fire District
d. What parks serve the project site?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Douglas
Memorial Park, Henry's Trail, Pattno & Gale Memorial Park - The Grove, Jay Village Green, Town of Jay Children's Park and Playground, Jay
Mountain
Wilderness, Sentinel Range Wilderness
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Project Details
D.1. Proposed and Potential Development
a. What is the general nature of the proposed action (e.g., residential, industrial, commercial, recreational; if mixed, include all
components)? Stream and floodplain improvements.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned
or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?

_____________
~3.44 acres
_____________
~3.44 acres
_____________
~3.44 acres

c. Is the proposed action an expansion of an existing project or use?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
i. If Yes, what is the approximate percentage of the proposed expansion and identify the units (e.g., acres, miles, housing units,
square feet)? % ____________________
Units: ____________________
d. Is the proposed action a subdivision, or does it include a subdivision?
9 Yes 9
✔
✔No
If Yes,
i. Purpose or type of subdivision? (e.g., residential, industrial, commercial; if mixed, specify types)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Is a cluster/conservation layout proposed?
9 Yes 9 No
iii. Number of lots proposed? ________
iv. Minimum and maximum proposed lot sizes? Minimum __________ Maximum __________
9 Yes ✔
9 No
e. Will the proposed action be constructed in multiple phases?
✔
_____ months
i. If No, anticipated period of construction:
ii. If Yes:
• Total number of phases anticipated
_____
• Anticipated commencement date of phase 1 (including demolition)
_____ month _____ year
• Anticipated completion date of final phase
_____ month _____year
• Generally describe connections or relationships among phases, including any contingencies where progress of one phase may
determine timing or duration of future phases: _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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f. Does the project include new residential uses?
If Yes, show numbers of units proposed.
Two Family
One Family
Initial Phase
At completion
of all phases

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✓
Three Family

Multiple Family (four or more)

___________

___________

____________

________________________

___________

___________

____________

________________________

g. Does the proposed action include new non-residential construction (including expansions)?
If Yes,
i. Total number of structures ___________
ii. Dimensions (in feet) of largest proposed structure: ________height; ________width; and _______ length
iii. Approximate extent of building space to be heated or cooled: ______________________ square feet

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

h. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that will result in the impoundment of any
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
liquids, such as creation of a water supply, reservoir, pond, lake, waste lagoon or other storage?
If Yes,
i. Purpose of the impoundment: ________________________________________________________________________________
ii. If a water impoundment, the principal source of the water:
9 Ground water 9 Surface water streams 9 Other specify:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. If other than water, identify the type of impounded/contained liquids and their source.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Approximate size of the proposed impoundment.
Volume: ____________ million gallons; surface area: ____________ acres
v. Dimensions of the proposed dam or impounding structure:
________ height; _______ length
vi. Construction method/materials for the proposed dam or impounding structure (e.g., earth fill, rock, wood, concrete):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D.2. Project Operations
a. Does the proposed action include any excavation, mining, or dredging, during construction, operations, or both? ✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
(Not including general site preparation, grading or installation of utilities or foundations where all excavated
materials will remain onsite)
If Yes:
i .What is the purpose of the excavation or dredging? To
_______________________________________________________________
perform stream and floodplain improvements
ii. How much material (including rock, earth, sediments, etc.) is proposed to be removed from the site?
• Volume (specify tons or cubic yards): ____________________________________________
n/a
• Over what duration of time? ____________________________________________________
n/a
iii. Describe nature and characteristics of materials to be excavated or dredged, and plans to use, manage or dispose of them.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Excavated
materials will include accumulated sediment from the bed of the stream and floodplain and will be stockpiled on site for re-use.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Will there be onsite dewatering or processing of excavated materials?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If yes, describe. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Dewatering will involve pumps to discharge water from the excavation area to sediment filtration bags enclosed within a silt fence
in upland areas.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. What is the total area to be dredged or excavated? _____________________________________acres
~3.44
vi. What is the maximum area to be worked at any one time? _______________________________ acres
vii. What would be the maximum depth of excavation or dredging? __________________________
~4 feet
viii. Will the excavation require blasting?
9 Yes 9 No
ix. Summarize site reclamation goals and plan: _____________________________________________________________________
Upon ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
project completion, all disturbed soils will be re-seeded with native grass seed and all temporary access areas and water control items will be
removed.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Would the proposed action cause or result in alteration of, increase or decrease in size of, or encroachment
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
into any existing wetland, waterbody, shoreline, beach or adjacent area?
If Yes:
i. Identify the wetland or waterbody which would be affected (by name, water index number, wetland map number or geographic
description): East
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Branch Ausable River - Standard: C(T)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ii. Describe how the proposed action would affect that waterbody or wetland, e.g. excavation, fill, placement of structures, or
alteration of channels, banks and shorelines. Indicate extent of activities, alterations and additions in square feet or acres:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The project
will involve building a bankfull bench, construction of toe wood structures and j-hooks, and channel modifications that will
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
improve
flood resiliency and reduce the potential for ice jams.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Will the proposed action cause or result in disturbance to bottom sediments?
9 No
✔ Yes ✔
If Yes, describe: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Bottom sediments may be disturbed to modify the stream channel.
9
9 No
iv. Will the proposed action cause or result in the destruction or removal of aquatic vegetation?
✔ Yes ✔
If Yes:
• acres of aquatic vegetation proposed to be removed: ___________________________________________________________
• expected acreage of aquatic vegetation remaining after project completion:________________________________________
• purpose of proposed removal (e.g. beach clearing, invasive species control, boat access): ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
• proposed method of plant removal: ________________________________________________________________________
• if chemical/herbicide treatment will be used, specify product(s): _________________________________________________
v. Describe any proposed reclamation/mitigation following disturbance: _________________________________________________
Upon _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
project completion, disturbed soils will be re-seeded with native grass seed and all temporary access areas and water control items will be removed.
c. Will the proposed action use, or create a new demand for water?
9 Yes 9
✔
✔No
If Yes:
i. Total anticipated water usage/demand per day: __________________________ gallons/day
ii. Will the proposed action obtain water from an existing public water supply?
9 Yes 9 No
If Yes:
• Name of district or service area: _________________________________________________________________________
• Does the existing public water supply have capacity to serve the proposal?
9 Yes 9 No
• Is the project site in the existing district?
9 Yes 9 No
• Is expansion of the district needed?
9 Yes 9 No
• Do existing lines serve the project site?
9 Yes 9 No
iii. Will line extension within an existing district be necessary to supply the project?
9 Yes 9 No
If Yes:
• Describe extensions or capacity expansions proposed to serve this project: ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
• Source(s) of supply for the district: ________________________________________________________________________
iv. Is a new water supply district or service area proposed to be formed to serve the project site?
9 Yes 9 No
If, Yes:
• Applicant/sponsor for new district: ________________________________________________________________________
• Date application submitted or anticipated: __________________________________________________________________
• Proposed source(s) of supply for new district: _______________________________________________________________
v. If a public water supply will not be used, describe plans to provide water supply for the project: ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vi. If water supply will be from wells (public or private), what is the maximum pumping capacity: _______ gallons/minute.
d. Will the proposed action generate liquid wastes?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes:
i. Total anticipated liquid waste generation per day: _______________ gallons/day
ii. Nature of liquid wastes to be generated (e.g., sanitary wastewater, industrial; if combination, describe all components and
approximate volumes or proportions of each): __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Will the proposed action use any existing public wastewater treatment facilities?
9 Yes 9 No
If Yes:
•
Name of wastewater treatment plant to be used: _____________________________________________________________
•
Name of district: ______________________________________________________________________________________
•
Does the existing wastewater treatment plant have capacity to serve the project?
9 Yes 9 No
•
Is the project site in the existing district?
9 Yes 9 No
•
Is expansion of the district needed?
9 Yes 9 No
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•
•

9 Yes 9 No
Do existing sewer lines serve the project site?
9 Yes 9 No
Will a line extension within an existing district be necessary to serve the project?
If Yes:
• Describe extensions or capacity expansions proposed to serve this project: ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Will a new wastewater (sewage) treatment district be formed to serve the project site?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes:
•
Applicant/sponsor for new district: ____________________________________________________________________
•
Date application submitted or anticipated: _______________________________________________________________
•
What is the receiving water for the wastewater discharge? __________________________________________________
v. If public facilities will not be used, describe plans to provide wastewater treatment for the project, including specifying proposed
receiving water (name and classification if surface discharge or describe subsurface disposal plans):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vi. Describe any plans or designs to capture, recycle or reuse liquid waste: _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Will the proposed action disturb more than one acre and create stormwater runoff, either from new point
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
sources (i.e. ditches, pipes, swales, curbs, gutters or other concentrated flows of stormwater) or non-point
source (i.e. sheet flow) during construction or post construction?
If Yes:
i. How much impervious surface will the project create in relation to total size of project parcel?
_____
n/a Square feet or _____
n/a acres (impervious surface)
_____
n/a Square feet or _____
n/a acres (parcel size)
proposed project will not create new point sources.
__________________________________________________________________________
ii. Describe types of new point sources.The
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Where will the stormwater runoff be directed (i.e. on-site stormwater management facility/structures, adjacent properties,
groundwater, on-site surface water or off-site surface waters)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Stormwater
runoff will be directed to the East Branch Ausable River. Temporary silt fence will be installed downslope of construction areas and
dewatering
system will be utilized to minimize the discharge of turbid water.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
• If to surface waters, identify receiving water bodies or wetlands: ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
East
Branch Ausable River
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
• Will stormwater runoff flow to adjacent properties?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
iv. Does the proposed plan minimize impervious surfaces, use pervious materials or collect and re-use stormwater? ✔
f. Does the proposed action include, or will it use on-site, one or more sources of air emissions, including fuel
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
combustion, waste incineration, or other processes or operations?
If Yes, identify:
i. Mobile sources during project operations (e.g., heavy equipment, fleet or delivery vehicles)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Construction
equipment such as excavators and cranes.
ii. Stationary sources during construction (e.g., power generation, structural heating, batch plant, crushers)
N/A ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Stationary sources during operations (e.g., process emissions, large boilers, electric generation)
N/A ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g. Will any air emission sources named in D.2.f (above), require a NY State Air Registration, Air Facility Permit,
or Federal Clean Air Act Title IV or Title V Permit?
If Yes:
i. Is the project site located in an Air quality non-attainment area? (Area routinely or periodically fails to meet
ambient air quality standards for all or some parts of the year)
ii. In addition to emissions as calculated in the application, the project will generate:
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Carbon Dioxide (CO2)
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Nitrous Oxide (N2O)
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Sulfur Hexafluoride (SF6)
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Carbon Dioxide equivalent of Hydroflourocarbons (HFCs)
• ___________Tons/year (short tons) of Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs)
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9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
9 Yes 9 No

h. Will the proposed action generate or emit methane (including, but not limited to, sewage treatment plants,
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✓
landfills, composting facilities)?
If Yes:
i. Estimate methane generation in tons/year (metric): ________________________________________________________________
ii. Describe any methane capture, control or elimination measures included in project design (e.g., combustion to generate heat or
electricity, flaring): ________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. Will the proposed action result in the release of air pollutants from open-air operations or processes, such as
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
quarry or landfill operations?
If Yes: Describe operations and nature of emissions (e.g., diesel exhaust, rock particulates/dust):
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
j. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels or generate substantial
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
new demand for transportation facilities or services?
If Yes:
 Evening
Weekend
i. When is the peak traffic expected (Check all that apply):  Morning
 Randomly between hours of __________ to ________.
ii. For commercial activities only, projected number of truck trips/day and type (e.g., semi trailers and dump trucks): _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Parking spaces:
Existing ___________________ Proposed ___________ Net increase/decrease _____________________
iv. Does the proposed action include any shared use parking?
Yes No
v. If the proposed action includes any modification of existing roads, creation of new roads or change in existing access, describe:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
vi. Are public/private transportation service(s) or facilities available within ½ mile of the proposed site?
9 Yes 9 No
vii Will the proposed action include access to public transportation or accommodations for use of hybrid, electric
9 Yes 9 No
or other alternative fueled vehicles?
9 Yes 9 No
viii. Will the proposed action include plans for pedestrian or bicycle accommodations for connections to existing
pedestrian or bicycle routes?
k. Will the proposed action (for commercial or industrial projects only) generate new or additional demand
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
for energy?
If Yes:
i. Estimate annual electricity demand during operation of the proposed action: ____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Anticipated sources/suppliers of electricity for the project (e.g., on-site combustion, on-site renewable, via grid/local utility, or
other):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9 Yes 9 No
iii. Will the proposed action require a new, or an upgrade, to an existing substation?
l. Hours of operation. Answer all items which apply.
i. During Construction:
• Monday - Friday: _________________________
7 AM - 5 PM
• Saturday: ________________________________
• Sunday: _________________________________
• Holidays: ________________________________
-

ii. During Operations:
•
Monday - Friday: ____________________________
•
Saturday: ___________________________________
•
Sunday: ____________________________________
•
Holidays: ___________________________________
-
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m. Will the proposed action produce noise that will exceed existing ambient noise levels during construction,
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
operation, or both?
If yes:
i. Provide details including sources, time of day and duration:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Construction
equipment will produce noise that will exceed existing ambient noise levels during construction. The noise will be produced during working
hours, which
will be Monday - Friday from 7 AM to 5 PM.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Will the proposed action remove existing natural barriers that could act as a noise barrier or screen?
✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
Describe: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
n. Will the proposed action have outdoor lighting?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If yes:
i. Describe source(s), location(s), height of fixture(s), direction/aim, and proximity to nearest occupied structures:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Will proposed action remove existing natural barriers that could act as a light barrier or screen?
9 Yes 9 No
Describe: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
o. Does the proposed action have the potential to produce odors for more than one hour per day?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes, describe possible sources, potential frequency and duration of odor emissions, and proximity to nearest
occupied structures: ______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
p. Will the proposed action include any bulk storage of petroleum (combined capacity of over 1,100 gallons)
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
or chemical products 185 gallons in above ground storage or any amount in underground storage?
If Yes:
i. Product(s) to be stored ______________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Volume(s) ______ per unit time ___________ (e.g., month, year)
iii. Generally, describe the proposed storage facilities:________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q. Will the proposed action (commercial, industrial and recreational projects only) use pesticides (i.e., herbicides,
9
9 No
✔ Yes ✔
insecticides) during construction or operation?
If Yes:
i. Describe proposed treatment(s):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Will the proposed action use Integrated Pest Management Practices?
9 Yes 9 No
r. Will the proposed action (commercial or industrial projects only) involve or require the management or disposal ✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
of solid waste (excluding hazardous materials)?
If Yes:
i. Describe any solid waste(s) to be generated during construction or operation of the facility:
• Construction: ____________________ tons per ________________ (unit of time)
• Operation : ____________________ tons per ________________ (unit of time)
ii. Describe any proposals for on-site minimization, recycling or reuse of materials to avoid disposal as solid waste:
• Construction: ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
• Operation: __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Proposed disposal methods/facilities for solid waste generated on-site:
• Construction: ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
• Operation: __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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s. Does the proposed action include construction or modification of a solid waste management facility?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✓
If Yes:
i. Type of management or handling of waste proposed for the site (e.g., recycling or transfer station, composting, landfill, or
other disposal activities): ___________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Anticipated rate of disposal/processing:
• ________ Tons/month, if transfer or other non-combustion/thermal treatment, or
• ________ Tons/hour, if combustion or thermal treatment
iii. If landfill, anticipated site life: ________________________________ years
t. Will the proposed action at the site involve the commercial generation, treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous ✔
9 Yes ✔
9 No
waste?
If Yes:
i. Name(s) of all hazardous wastes or constituents to be generated, handled or managed at facility: ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Generally describe processes or activities involving hazardous wastes or constituents: ___________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Specify amount to be handled or generated _____ tons/month
iv. Describe any proposals for on-site minimization, recycling or reuse of hazardous constituents: ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. Will any hazardous wastes be disposed at an existing offsite hazardous waste facility?
9 Yes 9 No
If Yes: provide name and location of facility: _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If No: describe proposed management of any hazardous wastes which will not be sent to a hazardous waste facility:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Site and Setting of Proposed Action
E.1. Land uses on and surrounding the project site
a. Existing land uses.
i. Check all uses that occur on, adjoining and near the project site.
9 Urban
9 Industrial 9 Commercial
9 Residential (suburban) ✔
9 Rural (non-farm)
9 Forest ✔
9 Agriculture ✔
9 Aquatic
9 Other (specify): ____________________________________
✔
ii. If mix of uses, generally describe:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The
project will occur along an existing watercourse and forested floodplain adjacent to agricultural and rural areas.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Land uses and covertypes on the project site.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Land use or
Covertype
Roads, buildings, and other paved or impervious
surfaces
Forested
Meadows, grasslands or brushlands (nonagricultural, including abandoned agricultural)
Agricultural
(includes active orchards, field, greenhouse etc.)
Surface water features
(lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, etc.)
Wetlands (freshwater or tidal)
Non-vegetated (bare rock, earth or fill)
Other
Describe: Floodplain
_______________________________
________________________________________

Current
Acreage

Acreage After
Project Completion

Change
(Acres +/-)

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

~1.95

~1.95

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

~3.44

~3.44

0
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✓
c. Is the project site presently used by members of the community for public recreation?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
i. If Yes: explain: __________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Are there any facilities serving children, the elderly, people with disabilities (e.g., schools, hospitals, licensed
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
day care centers, or group homes) within 1500 feet of the project site?
If Yes,
i. Identify Facilities:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Does the project site contain an existing dam?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes:
i. Dimensions of the dam and impoundment:
• Dam height:
_________________________________ feet
• Dam length:
_________________________________ feet
• Surface area:
_________________________________ acres
• Volume impounded: _______________________________ gallons OR acre-feet
ii. Dam=s existing hazard classification: _________________________________________________________________________
iii. Provide date and summarize results of last inspection:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
f. Has the project site ever been used as a municipal, commercial or industrial solid waste management facility,
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
or does the project site adjoin property which is now, or was at one time, used as a solid waste management facility?
If Yes:
i. Has the facility been formally closed?
9 Yes 9 No
• If yes, cite sources/documentation: _______________________________________________________________________
ii. Describe the location of the project site relative to the boundaries of the solid waste management facility:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Describe any development constraints due to the prior solid waste activities: __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
g. Have hazardous wastes been generated, treated and/or disposed of at the site, or does the project site adjoin
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
property which is now or was at one time used to commercially treat, store and/or dispose of hazardous waste?
If Yes:
i. Describe waste(s) handled and waste management activities, including approximate time when activities occurred:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
h. Potential contamination history. Has there been a reported spill at the proposed project site, or have any
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
remedial actions been conducted at or adjacent to the proposed site?
If Yes:
i. Is any portion of the site listed on the NYSDEC Spills Incidents database or Environmental Site
9 Yes 9 No
Remediation database? Check all that apply:
9 Yes – Spills Incidents database
Provide DEC ID number(s): ________________________________
9 Yes – Environmental Site Remediation database
Provide DEC ID number(s): ________________________________
9 Neither database
ii. If site has been subject of RCRA corrective activities, describe control measures:_______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Is the project within 2000 feet of any site in the NYSDEC Environmental Site Remediation database?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
If yes, provide DEC ID number(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
iv. If yes to (i), (ii) or (iii) above, describe current status of site(s):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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v. Is the project site subject to an institutional control limiting property uses?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✓
• If yes, DEC site ID number: ____________________________________________________________________________
• Describe the type of institutional control (e.g., deed restriction or easement): ____________________________________
• Describe any use limitations: ___________________________________________________________________________
• Describe any engineering controls: _______________________________________________________________________
• Will the project affect the institutional or engineering controls in place?
9 Yes 9 No
• Explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
E.2. Natural Resources On or Near Project Site
a. What is the average depth to bedrock on the project site?

________________
6.5+ feet
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

b. Are there bedrock outcroppings on the project site?
If Yes, what proportion of the site is comprised of bedrock outcroppings? __________________%
c. Predominant soil type(s) present on project site:

___________________________
Water
___________________________
Ondawa-Rumney complex
____________________________
Rumney loam

__________%
66.3
__________%
25.5
__________%
3.7

d. What is the average depth to the water table on the project site? Average: _________
0 feet
e. Drainage status of project site soils: ✔
9 Well Drained:
9 Moderately Well Drained:
✔
9 Poorly Drained
✔

_____%
of site
28.2
_____%
of
site
1.8
of
site
_____%
70

f. Approximate proportion of proposed action site with slopes: ✔
9 0-10%:
9 10-15%:
9 15% or greater:

_____%
of site
100
_____% of site
_____% of site

g. Are there any unique geologic features on the project site?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
If Yes, describe: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h. Surface water features.
i. Does any portion of the project site contain wetlands or other waterbodies (including streams, rivers,
9 Yes 9 No
✔
ponds or lakes)?
ii. Do any wetlands or other waterbodies adjoin the project site?
9 Yes 9 No
✔
If Yes to either i or ii, continue. If No, skip to E.2.i.
iii. Are any of the wetlands or waterbodies within or adjoining the project site regulated by any federal,
9 Yes 9 No
✔
state or local agency?
iv. For each identified regulated wetland and waterbody on the project site, provide the following information:
Name ____________________________________________
Classification _______________________
830-300, 830-290
• Streams:
C(T)
Lakes or Ponds: Name ____________________________________________ Classification _______________________
• Wetlands:
Name ____________________________________________
Approximate Size ___________________
Federal Waters, APA Wetland, Federal Waters, AP...
APA Wetland (leng...
• Wetland No. (if regulated by DEC) _____________________________
v. Are any of the above water bodies listed in the most recent compilation of NYS water quality-impaired
9 Yes 9
✔No
waterbodies?
If yes, name of impaired water body/bodies and basis for listing as impaired: _____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•

i. Is the project site in a designated Floodway?

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

j. Is the project site in the 100-year Floodplain?

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

k. Is the project site in the 500-year Floodplain?

9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

l. Is the project site located over, or immediately adjoining, a primary, principal or sole source aquifer?
9 Yes 9 No
✔
If Yes:
Aquifer
i. Name of aquifer: Principal
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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m. Identify the predominant wildlife species that occupy or use the project site:
______________________________
_______________________________
Deer
White-footed mice
______________________________
_______________________________
Opossum
Raccoons

______________________________
______________________________
Squirrels
______________________________

n. Does the project site contain a designated significant natural community?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
If Yes:
i. Describe the habitat/community (composition, function, and basis for designation): _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Source(s) of description or evaluation: ________________________________________________________________________
iii. Extent of community/habitat:
______________________ acres
• Currently:
• Following completion of project as proposed: _____________________ acres
• Gain or loss (indicate + or -):
______________________ acres
o. Does project site contain any species of plant or animal that is listed by the federal government or NYS as
9 Yes ✔
9 No
endangered or threatened, or does it contain any areas identified as habitat for an endangered or threatened species?
If Yes:
i. Species and listing (endangered or threatened):______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

p. Does the project site contain any species of plant or animal that is listed by NYS as rare, or as a species of
special concern?

9 Yes ✔
9 No

If Yes:
i. Species and listing:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q. Is the project site or adjoining area currently used for hunting, trapping, fishing or shell fishing?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If yes, give a brief description of how the proposed action may affect that use: ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E.3. Designated Public Resources On or Near Project Site
a. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in a designated agricultural district certified pursuant to
9 Yes 9 No
✔
Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA, Section 303 and 304?
If Yes, provide county plus district name/number: ESSE001
_________________________________________________________________
b. Are agricultural lands consisting of highly productive soils present?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
i. If Yes: acreage(s) on project site? ~7.0
___________________________________________________________________________
ii. Source(s) of soil rating(s): USDA
_________________________________________________________________________________
NRCS Custom Soil Resource Report
c. Does the project site contain all or part of, or is it substantially contiguous to, a registered National
9 Yes ✔
9 No
Natural Landmark?
If Yes:
i. Nature of the natural landmark:
9 Biological Community
9 Geological Feature
ii. Provide brief description of landmark, including values behind designation and approximate size/extent: ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Is the project site located in or does it adjoin a state listed Critical Environmental Area?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
If Yes:
i. CEA name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Basis for designation: _____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Designating agency and date: ______________________________________________________________________________
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e. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district
9 Yes 9 No
✔
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner of the NYS
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the State Register of Historic Places?
If Yes:
i. Nature of historic/archaeological resource: 9 Archaeological Site
9 Historic Building or District
✔
ii. Name: Wells
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Memorial Library, Keith & Branch Ford Motors Factory & Showroom
iii. Brief description of attributes on which listing is based: * SHPO Concurrence Received on 12/18/20. SHPO determined that the
project
will have "No Adverse Effect" on historic and cultural resources.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
f. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

9 Yes ✔
9 No

g. Have additional archaeological or historic site(s) or resources been identified on the project site?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔
If Yes:
i. Describe possible resource(s): _______________________________________________________________________________
ii. Basis for identification: ___________________________________________________________________________________
h. Is the project site within fives miles of any officially designated and publicly accessible federal, state, or local
9 Yes 9 No
scenic or aesthetic resource?
If Yes:
i. Identify resource: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Sentinel Range Wilderness; Wilmington Wild Forest; Jay Mountain Wilderness; Hurricane and McKenzie Mountain Wilderness
ii. Nature of, or basis for, designation (e.g., established highway overlook, state or local park, state historic trail or scenic byway,
etc.): State
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
wilderness areas
iii. Distance between project and resource: _____________________
<0.1; ~0.2; ~2.4 ;~2.9; ~4.9 miles.
i. Is the project site located within a designated river corridor under the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers
9 Yes 9 No
✔
Program 6 NYCRR 666?
If Yes:
i. Identify the name of the river and its designation: ________________________________________________________________
Ausable River, East Branch
ii. Is the activity consistent with development restrictions contained in 6NYCRR Part 666?
9 Yes ✔
9 No
✔

F. Additional Information
Attach any additional information which may be needed to clarify your project.
If you have identified any adverse impacts which could be associated with your proposal, please describe those impacts plus any
measures which you propose to avoid or minimize them.

G. Verification
I certify that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge.
March 12, 2021
Applicant/Sponsor Name ___________________________________
Date_______________________________________
James McAllister

Sr. Environmental Project Manager
Signature________________________________________________ Title_______________________________________
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Wednesday, November 11, 2020 9:00
AM

EAF Mapper Summary Report

Disclaimer: The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks. Although
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a
substitute for agency determinations.

B.i.i [Coastal or Waterfront Area]

No

B.i.ii [Local Waterfront Revitalization Area]

No

C.2.b. [Special Planning District]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.1.h [DEC Spills or Remediation Site Potential Contamination History]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.1.h.i [DEC Spills or Remediation Site Listed]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.1.h.i [DEC Spills or Remediation Site Environmental Site Remediation Database]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.1.h.iii [Within 2,000' of DEC Remediation
Site]

No

E.2.g [Unique Geologic Features]

No

E.2.h.i [Surface Water Features]

Yes

E.2.h.ii [Surface Water Features]

Yes

E.2.h.iii [Surface Water Features]

Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook.

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Stream
Name]

830-300, 830-290

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Stream
Classification]

C(T)

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Wetlands Federal Waters, APA Wetland
Name]

Full Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report

1

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Wetlands APA Wetland (length in ft):1138.01011504, APA Wetland (in
Size]
acres):4.77043525, APA Wetland (in acres):2.54951116, APA Wetland (in
acres):2.58248801, APA Wetland (in acres):3.59535347, APA Wetland (in
acres):0.29696543, APA Wetland (in acres):4.28060098, APA Wetland (in
acres):12.3179648, APA Wetland (in acres):1.18376132, APA Wetland (in
acres):0.39866047, APA Wetland (in acres):0.3228998, APA Wetland (in
acres):1.69295081, APA Wetland (in acres):8.11192757, APA Wetland (in
acres):0.38259096
E.2.h.v [Impaired Water Bodies]

No

E.2.i. [Floodway]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.2.j. [100 Year Floodplain]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.2.k. [500 Year Floodplain]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF
Workbook.

E.2.l. [Aquifers]

Yes

E.2.l. [Aquifer Names]

Principal Aquifer

E.2.n. [Natural Communities]

No

E.2.o. [Endangered or Threatened Species]

No

E.2.p. [Rare Plants or Animals]

No

E.3.a. [Agricultural District]

Yes

E.3.a. [Agricultural District]

ESSE001

E.3.c. [National Natural Landmark]

No

E.3.d [Critical Environmental Area]

No

E.3.e. [National or State Register of Historic
Places or State Eligible Sites]

Yes - Digital mapping data for archaeological site boundaries are not
available. Refer to EAF Workbook.

E.3.e.ii [National or State Register of Historic Wells Memorial Library, Keith & Branch Ford Motors Factory & Showroom
Places or State Eligible Sites - Name]
E.3.f. [Archeological Sites]

No

E.3.i. [Designated River Corridor]

Yes

E.3.i.i. [Designated River Corridor - Name]

Ausable River, East Branch

Full Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report
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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts

Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project :
Date :

East Branch Ausable River Restoration

March 13, 2021

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency. Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that could
be affected by a proposed project or action. We recognize that the lead agency=s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be environmental
professionals. So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that
can be answered using the information found in Part 1. To further assist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the
most relevant questions in Part 1 that will provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question. When Part 2 is completed, the
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.
If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Area, complete the Coastal Assessment Form before proceeding
with this assessment.
Tips for completing Part 2:
• Review all of the information provided in Part 1.
• Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook.
• Answer each of the 18 questions in Part 2.
• If you answer “Yes” to a numbered question, please complete all the questions that follow in that section.
• If you answer “No” to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question.
• Check appropriate column to indicate the anticipated size of the impact.
• Proposed projects that would exceed a numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency
checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur.”
• The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis.
•
If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may help to review the sub-questions for the general
question and consult the workbook.
• When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the Awhole action@.
• Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts.
• Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.

1. Impact on Land
Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of,
the land surface of the proposed site. (See Part 1. D.1)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j. If “No”, move on to Section 2.

 NO
✓
Relevant
Part I
Question(s)


✔ YES
No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is
less than 3 feet.

E2d

9
✔

9
✔

b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater.

E2f

9
✔

9
✔

c. The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface.

E2a

9
✔

9
✔

d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons
of natural material.

D2a

9
✔

9
✔

e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year
or in multiple phases.

D1e

9
✔

9
✔

f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical
disturbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).

D2e, D2q

9
✔

9
✔

g. The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area.

B1i

9
✔

9
✔

9
✔

9
✔

h. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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2. Impact on Geological Features
The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit
access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, dunes,
minerals, fossils, caves). (See Part 1. E.2.g)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c. If “No”, move on to Section 3.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)


✓ YES

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. Identify the specific land form(s) attached: ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

E2g

9

9

b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a
registered National Natural Landmark.
Specific feature: _____________________________________________________

E3c

9

9

9

9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

3. Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other surface water
bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes). (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - l. If “No”, move on to Section 4.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)


✔ YES

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may create a new water body.

D2b, D1h

9
✔

9
✔

b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrease of over 10% or more than a
10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water.

D2b

9
✔

9
✔

c. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material
from a wetland or water body.

D2a

9
✔

✔
9

d. The proposed action may involve construction within or adjoining a freshwater or
tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body.

E2h

9
✔

9
✔

e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion,
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.

D2a, D2h

9
✔

9
✔

f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal
of water from surface water.

D2c

9
✔

✔
9

g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more outfall(s) for discharge
of wastewater to surface water(s).

D2d

9
✔

9
✔

h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of
stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving
water bodies.

D2e

9
✔

✔
9

i. The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or
downstream of the site of the proposed action.

E2h

9
✔

9
✔

j. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or
around any water body.

D2q, E2h

9
✔

9
✔

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing,
wastewater treatment facilities.

D1a, D2d

9
✔

✔
9

Page 2 of 10

9
✔

9
✔

l. Other impacts: _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

4. Impact on groundwater
The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground water, or
may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer.
(See Part 1. D.2.a, D.2.c, D.2.d, D.2.p, D.2.q, D.2.t)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h. If “No”, move on to Section 5.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand
on supplies from existing water supply wells.

D2c

9

9

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable
withdrawal capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer.
Cite Source: ________________________________________________________

D2c

9

9

c. The proposed action may allow or result in residential uses in areas without water and
sewer services.

D1a, D2c

9

9

d. The proposed action may include or require wastewater discharged to groundwater.

D2d, E2l

9

9

e. The proposed action may result in the construction of water supply wells in locations
where groundwater is, or is suspected to be, contaminated.

D2c, E1f,
E1g, E1h

9

9

f. The proposed action may require the bulk storage of petroleum or chemical products
over ground water or an aquifer.

D2p, E2l

9

9

g. The proposed action may involve the commercial application of pesticides within 100
feet of potable drinking water or irrigation sources.

E2h, D2q,
E2l, D2c

9

9

9

9

h. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

5. Impact on Flooding
The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to flooding.
(See Part 1. E.2)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g. If “No”, move on to Section 6.

 NO
✓

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may result in development in a designated floodway.

E2i

9
✔

9
✔

b. The proposed action may result in development within a 100 year floodplain.

E2j

9
✔

9
✔

c. The proposed action may result in development within a 500 year floodplain.

E2k

9
✔

9
✔

d. The proposed action may result in, or require, modification of existing drainage
patterns.

D2b, D2e

9
✔

9
✔

e. The proposed action may change flood water flows that contribute to flooding.

D2b, E2i,
E2j, E2k

9
✔

9
✔

f. If there is a dam located on the site of the proposed action, is the dam in need of repair,
or upgrade?

E1e

9
✔

✔
9
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g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

9
✔

9
✔

6. Impacts on Air
The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source.
(See Part 1. D.2.f., D.2.h, D.2.g)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f. If “No”, move on to Section 7.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

D2g
D2g
D2g
D2g
D2g

9
9
9
9
9

9
9
9
9
9

D2h

9

9

b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated
hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
air pollutants.
c. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions
rate of total contaminants that may exceed 5 lbs. per hour, or may include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU=s per hour.

D2g

9

9

D2f, D2g

9

9

d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”,
above.

D2g

9

9

e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1
ton of refuse per hour.

D2s

9

9

9

9

a. If the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:
i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO2)
ii. More than 3.5 tons/year of nitrous oxide (N2O)
iii. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
iv. More than .045 tons/year of sulfur hexafluoride (SF6)
v. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of
hydrochloroflourocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/year or more of methane

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

7.

Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna. (See Part 1. E.2. m.-q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - j. If “No”, move on to Section 8.
Relevant
Part I
Question(s)


✓ NO

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or loss of individuals of any
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2o

9
✔

9
✔

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
government.

E2o

9
✔

✔
9

c. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
Federal government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.

E2p

9
✔

9
✔

d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government.

E2p

9
✔

9
✔
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e. The proposed action may diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

E3c

9
✔

9
✔

f. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E2n

9
✔

9
✔

E2m

9
✔

✔
9

9
✔

✔
9

9
✔

9
✔

9
✔

9
✔

g. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site.
h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest,
grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat.
Habitat type & information source: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

E1b

i. Proposed action (commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of
herbicides or pesticides.

D2q

j. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

8.

Impact on Agricultural Resources
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources. (See Part 1. E.3.a. and b.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h. If “No”, move on to Section 9.
Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 NO
✔

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may impact soil classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System.

E2c, E3b

9

9

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwise limit access to agricultural land
(includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc).

E1a, Elb

9

9

c. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of
active agricultural land.

E3b

9

9

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more than 10
acres if not within an Agricultural District.

E1b, E3a

9

9

e. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent installation of an agricultural land
management system.

El a, E1b

9

9

f. The proposed action may result, directly or indirectly, in increased development
potential or pressure on farmland.

C2c, C3,
D2c, D2d

9

9

g. The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted municipal Farmland
Protection Plan.

C2c

9

9

9

9

h. Other impacts: ________________________________________________________
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9.

Impact on Aesthetic Resources
The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource. (Part 1. E.1.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g. If “No”, go to Section 10.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource.

E3h

9

9

b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant
screening of one or more officially designated scenic views.

E3h, C2b

9

9

c. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantage points:
i. Seasonally (e.g., screened by summer foliage, but visible during other seasons)
ii. Year round

E3h
9
9

9
9

d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities

E3h

E1c

9
9

9
9

e. The proposed action may cause a diminishment of the public enjoyment and
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource.

E3h

9

9

f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed
project:
0-1/2 mile
½ -3 mile
3-5 mile
5+ mile

D1a, E1a,
D1f, D1g

9

9

9

9

E2q,

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological
resource. (Part 1. E.3.e, f. and g.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e. If “No”, go to Section 11.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)
a. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
E3e
to, any buildings, archaeological site or district which is listed on the National or
State Register of Historical Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner
of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for
listing on the State Register of Historic Places.

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

9

9

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.

E3f

9

9

c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous
to, an archaeological site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source: ____________________________________________________________

E3g

9

9
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d. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

9

If any of the above (a-d) are answered “Moderate to large impact may
e. occur”, continue with the following questions to help support conclusions in Part 3:
i.

The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part
of the site or property.

E3e, E3g,
E3f

ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or
integrity.

E3e, E3f,
E3g, E1a,
E1b
E3e, E3f,
E3g, E3h,
C2, C3

iii. The proposed action may result in the introduction of visual elements which
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting.

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any adopted
municipal open space plan.
(See Part 1. C.2.c, E.1.c., E.2.q.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e. If “No”, go to Section 12.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✓

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem
services”, provided by an undeveloped area, including but not limited to stormwater
storage, nutrient cycling, wildlife habitat.

D2e, E1b
E2h,
E2m, E2o,
E2n, E2p

9

9

b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource.

C2a, E1c,
C2c, E2q

9

9

c. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area
with few such resources.

C2a, C2c
E1c, E2q

9

9

d. The proposed action may result in loss of an area now used informally by the
community as an open space resource.

C2c, E1c

9

9

9

9

e. Other impacts: _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to a critical
environmental area (CEA). (See Part 1. E.3.d)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - c. If “No”, go to Section 13.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d

9

9

b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or
characteristic which was the basis for designation of the CEA.

E3d

9

9

9

9

c. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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13. Impact on Transportation
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems.
(See Part 1. D.2.j)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f. If “No”, go to Section 14.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

a. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network.

D2j

No, or
small
impact
may occur
9

b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or
more vehicles.

D2j

9

9

c. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access.

D2j

9

9

d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedestrian or bicycle accommodations.

D2j

9

9

e. The proposed action may alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods.

D2j

9

9

9

9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

14. Impact on Energy
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy.
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - e. If “No”, go to Section 15.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur
9

 YES
✓

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action will require a new, or an upgrade to an existing, substation.

D2k

9

9

b. The proposed action will require the creation or extension of an energy transmission
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences or to serve a
commercial or industrial use.

D1f,
D1q, D2k

9

9

c. The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of electricity.

D2k

9

9

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square
feet of building area when completed.
e. Other Impacts: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

D1g

9

9

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting.
(See Part 1. D.2.m., n., and o.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - f. If “No”, go to Section 16.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur
9

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur
9

a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local
regulation.

D2m

b. The proposed action may result in blasting within 1,500 feet of any residence,
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.

D2m, E1d

9

9

c. The proposed action may result in routine odors for more than one hour per day.

D2o

9

9
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d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties.

D2n

9

9

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing
area conditions.

D2n, E1a

9

9

9

9

f. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure
to new or existing sources of contaminants. (See Part 1.D.2.q., E.1. d. f. g. and h.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - m. If “No”, go to Section 17.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No,or
small
impact
may cccur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of a school, hospital, licensed day
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.

E1d

9

9

b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation.

E1g, E1h

9

9

c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or a completed environmental site
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of the proposed action.

E1g, E1h

9

9

d. The site of the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the
property (e.g., easement or deed restriction).

E1g, E1h

9

9

e. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place
to ensure that the site remains protective of the environment and human health.

E1g, E1h

9

9

f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health.

D2t

9

9

g. The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid waste
management facility.

D2q, E1f

9

9

h. The proposed action may result in the unearthing of solid or hazardous waste.

D2q, E1f

9

9

i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of
solid waste.

D2r, D2s

9

9

j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 feet of
a site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste.

E1f, E1g
E1h

9

9

k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill
site to adjacent off site structures.

E1f, E1g

9

9

l. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the
project site.

D2s, E1f,
D2r

9

9

m. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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17. Consistency with Community Plans
The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans.
(See Part 1. C.1, C.2. and C.3.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - h. If “No”, go to Section 18.

 NO
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

 YES
✔

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s).
b. The proposed action will cause the permanent population of the city, town or village
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%.
c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land use plans or zoning regulations.

C2, C3, D1a
E1a, E1b
C2

9

9

9

9

C2, C2, C3

9

9

d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use
plans.

C2, C2

9

9

e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not
supported by existing infrastructure or is distant from existing infrastructure.

C3, D1c,
D1d, D1f,
D1d, Elb
C4, D2c, D2d
D2j

9

9

9

9

C2a

9

9

9

9

f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure.
g. The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or
commercial development not included in the proposed action)
h. Other: _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

18. Consistency with Community Character
The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing community character.
(See Part 1. C.2, C.3, D.2, E.3)
If “Yes”, answer questions a - g. If “No”, proceed to Part 3.

 NO
✔

 YES
✔

Relevant
Part I
Question(s)

No, or
small
impact
may occur

Moderate
to large
impact may
occur

a. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas
of historic importance to the community.

E3e, E3f, E3g

9

9

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g.
schools, police and fire)

C4

9

9

c. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an area where
there is a shortage of such housing.

C2, C3, D1f
D1g, E1a

9

9

d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized
or designated public resources.

C2, E3

9

9

e. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and
character.

C2, C3

9

9

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.

C2, C3
E1a, E1b
E2g, E2h

9

9

9

9

g. Other impacts: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Project :
Date :

Agency Use Only [IfApplicable]
East Branch Ausable River Restoration

March 13, 2021

Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance
Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.
Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.
Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:
• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.
• Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.
• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.
• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.
The proposed action will not result in significant adverse environmental impacts. Please see additional details of design elements that have been included
to avoid or reduce impacts in the State Environmental Quality Review Act Determination of Non-significance (Negative Declaration).

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions
SEQR Status:

✓ Type 1



✔ Unlisted

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: 
✔ Part 1


✔ Part 2


✔ Part 3
FEAF 2019

Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information
Environmental Assessment: East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Project

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
as lead agency that:

✔

A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.


✔ B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.7(d)).
✔ C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact

statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.

Name of Action:

East Branch of the Ausable River Restoration Project

Name of Lead Agency:

N/A - Uncoordinated Review

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:
Title of Responsible Officer:

James McAllister

Senior Environmental Project Manager and Certifying Officer

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:

Date:

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)

Date:

3/12/21

For Further Information:
Contact Person: James McAllister
Address:

Governor's Office of Storm Recovery, 500 Bi-County Boulevard, Suite 300, Farmingdale, NY 11735

Telephone Number: 646-256-9485
E-mail: James.McAllister@stormrecovery.ny.gov
For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:
Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)
Applicant (if any)
Environmental Notice Bulletin: http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
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