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ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

 

COMBINED NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)  

AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS AND 

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY 

IN A FLOODPLAIN AND WETLAND 

  

FIVE TOWNS DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS: 

VILLAGE OF CEDARHURST PUMP STATION PROJECT 

NASSAU COUNTY, NEW YORK 

APRIL 30, 2020 
 
  

Name of Responsible Entity and Recipient:  New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), 38-40 State 

Street, Hampton Plaza, Albany, NY 12207, in cooperation with the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation 

(HTFC), of the same address. Contact: James McAllister, Certifying Environmental Officer, Bureau of 

Environmental Review and Assessment Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 500 Bi-County Boulevard, Suite 300, 

Farmingdale, NY 11735 (646) 256-9485. The Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), an office of HCR’s 

HTFC, is responsible for the direct administration of the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) program in New York 

State. 

  

Pursuant to 24 CFR part 58 and 24 CFR part 55, this combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impacts, Notice 

of Intent to Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOIRROF) and Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed 

Activity in a floodplain and wetlands satisfies three separate procedural requirements for project activities proposed 

to be undertaken by HCR. 

  

Project Description:  The Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), an office of HCR’s HTFC, is responsible 

for the direct administration of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community 

Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) program in New York State.  GOSR proposes to provide 

$3,237,000.00 in funding to Nassau County for the Cedarhurst Pump Station Project.  

  

Nassau County is proposing construction of a new stormwater pump station with associated appurtenances including 

pumps, motor control center, storm drainage pipe, juncture chamber, storm drainage manholes, heating and 

ventilation and standby power. The Proposed Project will also include the installation of two stormwater quality 

improvement devices, a check valve and a fence around the subject property. The new Cedarhurst pump station would 

be constructed on a 0.04-acre portion of the overall 9.20-acre Village-owned property, which currently consists of a 

vacant lot with grass coverage, a few trees, and underground infrastructure associated with the existing Nassau 

County drainage system. The purpose of the Proposed Project is to control stormwater flow during and after extreme 

weather events by creating new infrastructure to remove flood water from affected roadways and out of the 

community. 
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PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN AND WETLAND 

  

The Proposed Project is located in the 100-year floodplain (SFHA Zone AE) and within a NYSDEC Mapped Tidal 

Wetland Adjacent Area. Since the action will include new construction in a floodplain and wetland adjacent area, 

Executive Orders 11990 and 11988 require that the project not be supported if there are practicable alternatives to 

development in floodplain and new construction in wetlands. The Proposed Activity would result in temporary 

impacts to less than 0.1 acre of previously disturbed 100-Year Floodplain and Tidal Wetland Adjacent Area.  A total 

of 0.04 acres of permanent impacts would occur to the 100-Year Floodplain and Tidal Wetland Adjacent Area from 

the construction and placement of the new pump station. 

  

 GOSR has evaluated the alternatives to the Proposed Project activities in the floodplain and wetlands and has 

determined that the proposed activities must take place in the floodplain and wetland adjacent area. The area of 

construction for the pump house has already been previously disturbed. The primary alternative for the current 

proposed action is the “No Action” alternative. Not undertaking the Proposed Action would not be consistent with 

the goals and objectives of the 5 Towns New York Rising Community Reconstruction Plan, in which it is a featured 

project that would improve storm water conveyance through the existing system while increasing flood flow capacity. 

The No Action Alternative would result in future severe flooding of adjacent commercial and residential properties 

and will cost the Village of Cedarhurst significantly more money in damages over time. Without a new pump station, 

Peninsula Boulevard, vehicular traffic, emergency response, and the surrounding properties would continue to be 

impacted by flooding. 

 

Potential adverse impacts from construction would be temporary (less than eight months) and mitigated through a 

detailed construction staging plan developed in partnership with the appropriate municipalities to minimize 

disturbance throughout the construction period. Work proposed as part of the Project will not disturb or modify the 

floodplain and appropriate state and federal permits will be obtained prior to construction to protect the adjacent 

canal. Applicable permits from the NYSDEC and the USACOE will be acquired before work is commenced. The 

Applicant will be bound by any permit stipulations or mitigation measures listed in permits acquired for this project 

  

This is to give notice that the GOSR has conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988 and Executive 

Order 11990 in accordance with U.S. HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C - Procedures for Making 

Determinations on Floodplain Management, to determine the potential effects that its activity in the floodplain and 

wetlands would have on the human environment. An early public notice of proposed activity within the 100-year 

floodplain was published by the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery on November 7, 2019, in the Nassau Herald. 

No comments were received. 

  

A draft Floodplain Management Plan (8-step process) documenting compliance with Executive Orders 11988 and 

11990 as well as floodplain and wetland maps have been prepared for this project and are available for review at: 

http://www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/environmental-docs. 

  

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Proposed Project has been prepared in accordance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and HUD environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. The EA 

is incorporated by reference into this FONSI. Subject to public comments, no further review of the Proposed Project 

is anticipated.  HCR has determined that the EA for the project identified herein complies with the requirements of 

HUD environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58.  HCR has determined that the Proposed Project will have 

no significant impact on the human environment and therefore does not require the preparation of an environmental 

impact statement under NEPA. 

  

Public Review: Public viewing of the EA and Floodplain Management & Protection of Wetland Determination 

Documents area available online at http://stormrecovery.ny.gov/environmental-docs and can also be made available 

in hard copy by contacting  James McAllister at (646) 256-9485. 

  

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stormrecovery.ny.gov%2Fenvironmental-docs&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc430d8df3a084595b2c808d7e6e9983d%7C94bda2d520dc4c548b89835cabe6bd05%7C0%7C0%7C637231763488288114&sdata=oFgk8JVGTB2foocynFUNcNFM4DGgUGdG0aPoFeivE8I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstormrecovery.ny.gov%2Fenvironmental-docs&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc430d8df3a084595b2c808d7e6e9983d%7C94bda2d520dc4c548b89835cabe6bd05%7C0%7C0%7C637231763488298103&sdata=LFsAMEuBPUCgpwQ5ADL2aBzthccaVAB4O%2Bq%2BO6htzy4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org
mailto:NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org
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Further information may be requested by writing to the above address, emailing NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org 

or by calling (631) 465-9677.  This combined notice is being sent to individuals and groups known to be interested 

in these activities, local news media, appropriate local, state and federal agencies, the regional office of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction, and to the HUD Field Office, and is being published in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the affected community.   

   

Public Comments on the Proposed Activity within a Floodplain and Wetland, FONSI and/or NOIRROF:  Any 

individual, group or agency may submit written comments on the Proposed Project.  The public is hereby advised to 

specify in their comments which “notice” their comments address.  Comments should be submitted via email, in the 

proper format, on or before May 15, 2020 at NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org.  Written comments may also be 

submitted at the following address, or by mail, in the proper format, to be received on or before May 15, 2020: 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery, 25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10004. All comments must be 

received on or before 5pm on May 15, 2020 or they will not be considered.  If modifications result from public 

comment, these will be made prior to proceeding with the expenditure of funds. 

 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS AND CERTIFICATION 

On or about May 18, 2020, the HCR certifying officer will submit a request and certification to HUD for the release 

of CDBG-DR funds as authorized by related laws and policies for the purpose of implementing this part of the New 

York CDBG-DR program.   

 

HCR certifies to HUD that James McAllister, in his capacity as Certifying Officer, consents to accept the jurisdiction 

of the U.S. federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review 

process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its 

responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows GOSR to use CDBG-DR program funds.  

 

Objection to Release of Funds:  HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and GOSR’s certification for a 

period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is 

later).  Potential objectors may contact HUD or the GOSR Certifying Officer to verify the actual last day of the 

objection period.  The only permissible grounds for objections claiming a responsible entity’s non-compliance with 

24 CFR Part 58 are: (a) Certification was not executed by HCR’s Certifying Officer; (b) the responsible entity has 

omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the 

responsible entity or has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release of funds 

and approval of environmental certification; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 

submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  

 

Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall 

be addressed to Tennille Smith Parker, Director, Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division, Office of Block 

Grant Assistance, U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, 451 7th Street SW, Washington, DC 20410, 

Phone: (202) 402-4649. 

 

James McAllister, Certifying Officer 
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Flood Hazard
Figure 3

Source: FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, Map Numbers: 36059C0213G (September 11, 2009)
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ANDREW M. CUOMO 
Governor 

  

FIVE TOWNS: CEDARHURST PUMP STATION 

 FINAL NOTICE DISTRIBUTION LIST 

 
FEDERAL AGENCIES 

Mrs. Tennille Smith Parker, Director 

U.S. Dep. of Housing and Urban Development 

Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division 

451 7th Street SW, Room 7272 

Washington, DC 20410 (overnight express) 

Tennille.S.Parker@hud.gov 

 

By email only: 

Ms. Rhoda M. Nicholson 

U.S. Dep. Of Housing and Urban Development  

disaster_recovery@hud.gov 

 

Mr. Mike Poetzsch 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

poetzsch.michael@epa.gov 

 

By U.S. mail: 

Thomas Von Essen, Regional Administrator 

U.S. Dep. of Homeland Security 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, R II 

26 Federal Plaza 

New York, NY 10278-0002  

 

Ms. Therese J. Fretwell, Enviro. Officer, R 1 & 2 

U.S. Dep. of Housing and Urban Development 

26 Federal Plaza, Room 3541 

New York, NY 10278-0068 

Therese.J.Fretwell@hud.gov 

 

Donna Mahon, Disaster Recov Field Enviro. Officer R 2 

U.S. Dep. of Housing and Urban Development 

One Newark Center 

1085 Raymond Blvd. 12th Floor 

Newark, NJ 07102 

donna.m.mahon@hud.gov 

 

Mr. Steven T. Papa 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Long Island Field Office 

340 Smith Rd 

Shirley, NY 11967 

Steve_Papa@fws.gov 

STATE/LOCAL AGENCIES 

Ms. Susan Ackerman, Regional Permit Administrator,  

New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation - Region 1 

SUNY @ Stony Brook 

50 Circle Road 

Stony Brook, NY 11790-3409 

dep.r1@dec.ny.gov 

 

Mr. Ron Rausch, Director  

Environmental Management Bureau  

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation  

625 Broadway, 2nd Floor  

Albany, New York 12238 

Ron.Rausch@parks.ny.gov 

 

Marlene White 

Chief of Hazard Mitigation Programs 

NYS Division of Homeland Security & Emergency 

Services 

1220 Washington Avenue 

Bldg 7A, Floor 4 

Albany, NY 12242  

Marlene.White@dhses.ny.gov 

 

Laura Curran, County Executive 

Nassau County 

1550 Franklin Avenue,  

Mineola, NY 11501 

lcurran@nassaucounty.gov 

 

Sean Sallie, Deputy Commissioner 

Department of Public Works 

Nassau County  

1194 Prospect Avenue 

Westbury NY 11590 

ssallie@nassaucounty.gov 
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mailto:ssallie@nassaucounty.gov
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 Joseph Cuomo, Planning Division 

Department of Public Works  

Nassau County 
1194 Prospect Avenue 

Westbury NY 11590 

jcuomo@nassaucounty.gov 

 

Benjamin Weinstock, Mayor 

Village of Cedarhurst 

200 Cedarhurst Avenue  

Cedarhurst, NY 11516 

village@cedarhurst.gov 

 

 

Frank Parise, Superintendent 

Village Department of Highway/Public Works  

200 Cedarhurst Avenue 

Cedarhurst, NY 11516 

building@cedarhurst.gov 

 

 

 

 

 


