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Living with the Bay Citizen’s Advisory Committee



Overview
The Living with the Bay Program was created after Hurricane Sandy to 
increase community resilience in the Mill River and Hempstead Lake 
Park area of Long Island by improving drainage and enhancing natural 
resources to minimize the community’s risk from flooding and damage to 
life and property. There are currently six types of potential improvement 
projects to be incorporated:

 
Goals & Objectives
Over the last century, the Mill River watershed has become more 
populated with communities growing around the waterfront – lakes, 
river, and bay. Increasing populations, continued storm water runoff from 
new development, sea level rise, and climate change have made the 
communities more susceptible to flooding and water quality problems. 
The flooding vulnerabilities were proven during Hurricanes Irene and 
Sandy. With this in mind, the following goals and objectives for the Living 
with the Bay Program were developed:

 � Increase community resilience and improve drainage infrastructure to 
address the impacts of rising sea level and increased frequency and 
intensity of extreme weather events.

 � Preserve quality of life in the community during natural disasters, 
emergency events, and tidal inundation.

 � Incorporate environmental and water quality improvements in the 
projects.

 � Create and improve public access to the waterfront – lakes, river,  
and bay.

Q: What is REBUILD BY DESIGN?
A: Rebuild by Design is a new way to connect design, funding, 
and implementation strategies for a more resilient future, 
marshaling the talent of the world to answer a region’s 
greatest needs. Using an innovative design competition 
process, the post-Hurricane Sandy Rebuild by Design is 
generating implementable solutions for a more resilient 
region. 

Q: What is LIVING WITH THE BAY?
A: Rebuild by Design resulted in ten designs with seven 
currently in the process of being implemented in the 
Northeast United States, including Living with the Bay, in 

central Nassau County. The four Rebuild by Design principles 
for Living with the Bay include: 

 � Flood defense
 � Ecological restoration
 � Access and urban quality
 � Social resiliency

Q:  How is Living with the Bay FUNDED?
A: The Living with the Bay Program was one of seven such 
programs funded by the Rebuild by Design process following 
Hurricane Sandy. The program budget amount submitted 
in the overall Living with the Bay design proposal was 
$177,366,078. With a Community Development Block Grant- 
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) allocation of $125,000,000. 

Q: How are Living with the Bay PROJECTS DETERMINED? 
A: Projects are evaluated based on the degree to which they
are able to achieve the Living with the Bay Program’s goals 
and objectives.

Q: What is a WATERSHED?
A: Watershed (noun): an area of land defined by ridges 
descending to lower elevations.

Q: How do you FIX FLOODING?
A: Various flooding problems require a suite of potential 
solutions based on existing conditions and environmental 
considerations. The most basic concept includes improving 
collection of the stormwater at the surface with new or 
improved inlets and increasing underground pipe capacities to 
minimize storm surge from overburdening pipes downstream.

Q: How do you improve WATER QUALITY?
A: The typical focus of improving water quality is addressing 
water clarity and/or algae blooms in stormwater runoff and 
keeping or restoring natural filtering of runoff processes for 
drinking water supplies. There are a variety of means and 
methods to accomplish this, such as retention basins capturing 
runoff and allowing the water to percolate into the ground, 

green infrastructure with provisions to uptake nutrients with 
native vegetation, and/or treatment structures capturing 
garbage and sediments. By successfully improving water quality 
at the surface, the quality of our underground drinking water 
supplies will also be improved.

Q: How can I get ADDITIONAL INFORMATION about the 
program? 
A: The Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery Living with the Bay 
website will continue to develop as more information becomes 
available for the implementation (http://stormrecovery.ny.gov/
living-bay). There will also be public workshops that will be 
advertised in advance to share program information. The 
schedule for those public workshops will be provided on the 
website.
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Program Boundary

Types of Potential  
Projects:

LONG ISLAND 

Storm Surge

Drainage

Stormwater Conveyance

Wetland Restoration

Dam Restoration

Habitat & Coastal Restoration

LOCATION
VISION STATEMENT

“To improve community resiliency 
in the program area by mitigating 

local flood risk from stormwater and 
storm surge as well as implementing 

ecological marshland restoration 
and enhancing public access to the 

waterfront.”


