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Platte Clove Culverts Replacement Project 
Environmental Review Record 

August 30, 2018 

Project Name:              Replace Culverts at Platte Clove and Wilhelm Road 

Project Location:       Platte Clove & Wilhelm Road, Saugerties, Ulster County, NY 

Federal Agency: US Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Responsible Entity: New York State Homes and Community Renewal 

Responsible Agency’s  
Certifying Officer:   Lori A. Shirley, Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery, Certifying Officer 

Project Sponsor:  Town of Saugerties 
Primary Contact: Fred Costello, Supervisor 

4 High Street 
Saugerties, NY 12477 
(845) 246-2880fcostello@saugerties.ny.us 

Project NEPA Classification: 24 CFR 58.36 (Environmental Assessment) 

Environmental Finding: X Finding of No Significant Impact - The project will not result in a 
significant impact on the quality of the human environment. 

☐Finding of Significant Impact - The project may significantly 
affect the quality of the human environment. 

Certification The undersigned hereby certifies that New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal has conducted an environmental review of 
the project identified above and prepared the attached 
environmental review record in compliance with all applicable 
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended (42 USC Sec. 4321 et seq.) and its implementing 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. 

Signature 

Lori A. Shirley 

Environmental 
Assessment Prepared By: 

Consultant: Tetra Tech, Inc.
Address: 1999 Harrison Street, Suite 500 
Address: Oakland, CA 94612
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CERTIFICATION OF NEPA CLASSIFICATION 

It is the finding of the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation that the activity(ies) 
proposed in its 2014 NYS CDBG-DR project, the culvert replacement project located at Platte 
Clove Road approximately 0.5-mile northwest of the intersection of Platte Clove Road and 
Manorville Road constitute a:  

Check the applicable classification.  

Exempt as defined in 24 CFR 58.34 (a).  

Categorically Excluded as defined in 24 CFR 58.35(b).  

 Categorically Excluded as defined in 24 CFR 58.35(a) and no activities are affected by federal 
environmental statues and executive orders [i.e., exempt under 58.34(a)(12)].  

 Categorically Excluded as defined in 24 CFR 58.35(a) and some activities are affected by 
federal environmental statues and executive orders.  

"Other" neither exempt (24 CFR 58.34(a)) nor categorically excluded (24 CFR 58.35).  

 Part or all of the project is located in an area identified as a floodplain or wetland. For projects 
located in a floodplain or wetland, evidence of compliance with Executive Orders 11988 
and/or 11990 is required.  

For activities excluding those classified as "Other", attached is the appropriate Classification 
Checklist (Exhibit 2-4) that identifies each activity and the corresponding citation.  

__________________________________  August 30, 2018______________ 
Signature of Certifying Officer Date 

Lori A. Shirley 
Director, Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
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CERTIFICATION OF SEQRA CLASSIFICATION 

It is the finding of the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation that the activity(ies) 
proposed in its 2014 NYS CDBG-DR project, the culvert replacement project located at Platte 
Clove Road approximately 0.5-mile northwest of the intersection of Platte Clove Road and 
Manorville Road constitute a: 

Check the applicable classification: 

 Type I Action (6NYCRR Section 617.4) 

  Type II Action (6NYCRR Section 617.5) 

  Unlisted Action (not Type I or Type II Action) 

Check if applicable: 

  Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Prepared 

   Draft EIS 

   Final EIS 

______________________________      August 30, 2018______________ 
Signature of Certifying Officer      Date 

Lori A. Shirley 
Director, Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
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Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:
The Town of Saugerties (Town), Ulster County, New York is proposing to replace two 
inadequately sized culverts at Platte Clove Road (Figures 1 and 2). Platte Clove Road is a two-
lane road that provides access between West Saugerties and Tannersville. An unnamed 
tributary of Plattekill Creek crosses under Platte Clove Road approximately 0.5-mile northwest 
of the intersection of Platte Clove Road and Manorville Road. The tributary flows through two 
stacked twenty-four inch diameter corrugated metal culverts approximately 22 feet long 
(Figure 3). The culverts are partially collapsed with the inlets buried, resulting in temporary 
ponding of water upstream of the Platte Clove Road embankment. The inlet of the lower 24-
inch culvert is completely blocked by soil, sediment and debris, which has accumulated at the 
toe of the road embankment.  The inlet of the upper 24-inch culvert is open, but deteriorated 
to the point of being ineffective to convey water properly, causing infiltration of stormwater 
through the supporting structure.  

The Town proposes to replace the two existing 24-inch corrugated metal pipe culverts with a 
single 48-inch metal pipe (Figure 3). The new culvert will be installed by trenchless directional 
drilling. The directional drilling process will involve the drilling of an initial pilot hole where the 
horizontal and vertical alignment is carefully controlled and adjusted as necessary to achieve 
the design replacement culvert positioning. The pilot drill hole is subsequently reamed out to 
increase the size of the boring to the required diameter. A heavy duty steel pipe is typically 
inserted through the boring as the final reaming of the boring is performed. This heavy duty 
steel pipe then becomes the replacement culvert pipe. 

The Project will include the construction of a 10-foot-wide temporary access road from Platte 
Clove Road running north over the existing culverts, turn to the northeast along the north 
stream bank to point 100 feet upstream of Platt Clove Road (Figure 4). A 14-foot by 30-foot flat 
drill pad area will be excavated in the stream bed on the east side of Platte Clove Road to 
accommodate the drilling equipment (Figure 4). Temporary retaining walls will be constructed 
around the drill pad area and the access road.  The current supporting structure and Platte 
Clove Road will be maintained in an open state allowing for traffic during the drilling 
operations. 

The drilling will proceed from the inlet side (east side of Platte Clove Road) to the outlet side 
(the west side of the road). The new culvert will be installed close to the north side of the 
existing culverts. A precast concrete headwall, or equivalent, will be constructed on the inlet 
side of the replacement culvert and a trash rack installed. New riprap will be placed at both the 
inlet and outlet of the new culvert. The stacked stone headwall on the downstream side of the 
replacement culvert will be repointed as necessary to secure any loose stones. The old culverts 
will be filled and left in place. Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and restored with a 
vegetative cover on the streambanks. 
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The project is proposed to take place in the dry season. Any water will be collected upstream of 
the drilling and pumped through a temporary pipeline to a point down stream of Platt Clove 
Road. The only disruption of traffic will involve movement of heavy equipment. There will be no 
excavation of the existing road. 

Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:  

In June 2013, Governor Andrew Cuomo set out to centralize recovery and rebuilding efforts in 
impacted areas of New York State. Although Ulster County was not affected by Hurricane Sandy, 
this storm was the catalyst for the allocation of disaster relief funds under the Community 
Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) award. These funds are being used to 
assist not only counties that were devastated by Hurricane Sandy, but also counties like Ulster 
County that were severely impacted by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee in 2011. The 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR) was established to administer the award funds, 
address communities’ most urgent needs, and encourage the identification of innovative and 
enduring solutions to strengthen the State’s infrastructure and critical systems. Operating under 
the umbrella of New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), GOSR uses approximately 
$3.8 billion in flexible funding made available by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD’s) CDBG-DR program to concentrate aid to four main areas: housing 
recovery, small business, community reconstruction, and infrastructure. Paired with additional 
federal funding that was awarded to other State agencies, the CDBG-DR program is enabling 
homeowners, small businesses and entire communities to build back and better prepare for 
future extreme weather events. 

Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee strained local drainage infrastructure. During the storms, 
heavy rainfall caused excessive amounts of stormwater and accompanying detritus to gather at 
inadequately-sized culverts, particularly in outlying areas of the region. During previous storm 
events, the culvert infrastructure at Platte Clove Road was unable to adequately pass 
storm water beneath the road’s surface. Debris carried by stormwater exacerbated this 
problem. After the culverts' capacity was exceeded, the water left its channel, overtopped 
the road, eroded road base soils and aggregates, and made the roads impassable during 
the storms and unsafe afterward. This condition persisted until well after the storms. 
Flooding also weakened the road base’s capacity to handle the weight of vehicles. 

Resizing culverts, in the context of improving storm flow routing, is an important component of 
reducing flood damage. Replacing an undersized culvert with a larger one increases channel 
capacity and improves stream function during heavy rain. The long-term benefits of permanent 
flood mitigation to the roadway ensures continued access to vital services and improves 
emergency response to areas that may otherwise be cut off during storms. Minimizing damage 
to the roadway during future flooding will limit rehabilitation and reconstruction costs, reduce 
maintenance needs, and limit capital expenditures made necessary for storm recovery. 



GOSR Environmental Review Record 
Platte Clove Culverts Replacement, Town of Saugerties, NY 
Page 7 of 27 (plus 134 pages of attachments) 

Standard Conditions for All Projects 
Any change to the approved scope of work will require re-evaluation by the Certifying Officer for 
compliance with NEPA and other laws and Executive Orders.  

This review does not address all federal, state and local requirements. Acceptance of federal 
funding requires the recipient to comply with all federal state and local laws. Failure to obtain all 
appropriate federal, state and local environmental permits and clearances may jeopardize 
federal funding.  

Funding Information 

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 
$644,684 

Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]:
$644,684 



GOSR Environmental Review Record 
Platte Clove Culverts Replacement, Town of Saugerties, NY 
Page 8 of 27 (plus 134 pages of attachments) 

Figure 1. Project Location

Project Location 
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Figure 2. Project Area
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Figure 3. Proposed Site and Grading Plan 
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Figure 4. Temporary Access Road Plan 
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Compliance with 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6 Laws and Authorities 
Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, executive order, or 
regulation.  Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source documentation for each authority. Where 
applicable, complete the necessary reviews or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of 
approvals. Clearly note citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references. Attach additional 
documentation as appropriate. 

Compliance Factors: Statutes, 
Executive Orders, and 
Regulations listed at 24 CFR 
§58.5 and §58.6                              

Are formal 
compliance 

steps or 
mitigation 
required? 

Compliance determinations  

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 58.6

Airport Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D

Yes     No Based on HUD guidance in Fact Sheet #D1, 
the National Plan of Integrated Airport 
Systems (NPIAS) was reviewed for civilian, 
commercial service airports near the Project 
site, as projects within 2,500 feet of a civil 
airport require consultation with the 
appropriate civil airport operator.  

There are no civilian, public-use airports 
within 2,500 feet of the Project site. There 
are no military airports are within 15,000 
feet of the Project site. (See Appendix A)  

Coastal Barrier Resources 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as 
amended by the Coastal Barrier 
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 
USC 3501]

Yes     No The Project site is not in a Coastal Barrier 
Resources Area as defined by the state’s 
Coastal Zone Management Program. (See 
Appendix A) 

Flood Insurance  

Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973 and National Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 1994 [42 
USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 
5154a]

Yes     No The Project site is outside the 100-year 
flood zone, as shown on the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
Community Panel Number 36111C0285E, 
dated September 25, 2009. (See Appendix 
B). The Project will not require flood 
insurance. 
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STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 58.5

Clean Air

Clean Air Act, as amended, 
particularly section 176(c) & (d); 
40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93

Yes     No The Project site is not located in a 
nonattainment or maintenance area as 
defined by the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Green Book Nonattainment 
Areas for Criteria Pollutants. (See Appendix 
A)  

The Project will not require an NYS Air 
Registration, Air Facility Permit, or Federal 
Clean Air Act Title IV or Title V Permit. The 
Project activities will not substantively affect 
air quality.  

The Project size is consistent with the New 
York State Implementation Plan (SIP) as it 
will not involve new sources. 

Source: 2

Coastal Zone Management

Coastal Zone Management Act, 
sections 307(c) & (d)

Yes     No The Project site is not located in a coastal 
zone as defined by the state's Coastal Zone 
Management Program or a Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program. (See Appendix A)  

Contamination and Toxic 
Substances   

24 CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)

Yes     No No hazardous or solid waste or no 
underground storage tanks (USTs) are 
present on the property. 

A search of the NYSDEC Bulk Storage 
Program Database identified zero 
petroleum bulk storage facilities within one 
mile of the Project site. (See Appendix A)  

Source: 3 

A search of the NYSDEC Remedial Site 
Database, containing records of the sites 
being addressed under one of DER's 
remedial programs (State Superfund, 
Brownfield Cleanup, Environmental 
Restoration and Voluntary Cleanup, the 
Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Sites, and Institutional and 
Engineering Controls), identified zero sites 
within one mile of the Project site. (See 
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Appendix A) The Project site was not 
identified in NYSDEC Remedial Site 
Database.  

Source: 4 

The Project will not result in the exposure of 
people or sensitive environmental resources 
to the facilities identified in these 
databases. 

Asbestos-Containing Material (ACM) and 
Lead-Based Paint (LBP) 

The existing materials of the corrugated 
pipe would not contain ACM and LBP and 
would therefore not be a concern for this 
project. 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

PCBs do not appear to be a concern for this 
project. 

Mold 

This would be a non-residential project and 
therefore mold would not be a concern for 
this project.

Radon 

This would be a non-residential project and 
therefore radon would not be a concern for 
this project.

Endangered Species

Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
particularly section 7; 50 CFR 
Part 402

Yes     No On June 6, 2018, GOSR consulted with the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
Project activities include the removal of 19 
trees to access the culverts to be replaced. 
Tree removal is anticipated to occur during 
late summer, after the June through July 
pup season. A Phase I Habitat Assessment 
was conducted by Amanda Bailey (NYSDEC) 
on April 25, 2018. Of the 19 trees to be 
removed, it was determined that only one 
tree has the potential for roosting, as it has 
exfoliating bark and a broken top. GOSR 
proposed to conduct an emergence survey 
of this tree the evening prior to scheduled 
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removal to determine the presence or 
absence of bats. If no bats are observed 
during the emergence study, tree cutting 
will be completed the following day. If bats 
are observed emerging from the tree to be 
removed, GOSR will contact USFWS 
immediately for further assistance. Tree 
removal activities will be postponed until 
mitigation actions can be implemented that 
eliminate any incidental takes or adverse 
impacts to the listed bat species.  
As such, GOSR determines that this project 
may affect but is not likely to adversely 
affect the NLEB or Indiana bat and would 
not jeopardize the continued existence of 
ESA species or destroy or adversely modify 
their critical habitat. 

GOSR requested concurrence from USFWS 
within 30 days of the consultation, adding 
that USFWS’s concurrence would be 
presumed if no response was received.  As 
of this date, no response has been received, 
and concurrence is presumed. 

In response to a March 26, 2018 New York 
Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) inquiry 
regarding potential rare or state-listed 
animals or plants near the Project site, the 
NYNHP on March 29, 2018, replied that 
there are no records of concern for rare or 
state-listed animals or plants, or significant 
natural communities at the Project site or in 
its immediate vicinity. 

No impact to endangered or threatened 
species is anticipated from the Project. (See 
Appendix C) 

Explosive and Flammable 
Hazards

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Yes     No The Project would not introduce housing or 
sensitive public use at the site that could be 
exposed to explosive or flammable hazards. 

Farmlands Protection  Yes     No The soils on the site are not identified as 
prime farmland.  
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Farmland Protection Policy Act of 
1981, particularly sections 
1504(b) and 1541; 7 CFR Part 658

The amount of land falls under the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service small 
acreage exemption of 3 acres or less. 
According to Part 523.11 E of the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act (FPPA) Manual. (See 
Appendix A) 

Source: 5 

Floodplain Management  

Executive Order 11988, 
particularly section 2(a); 24 CFR 
Part 55

Yes     No The Project site is outside the 100-year 
floodplain as shown on the FEMA FIRM 
Community Panel Number 36111C0285E, 
dated September 25, 2009. (See Appendix 
B). 

Historic Preservation  

National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, particularly sections 
106 and 110; 36 CFR Part 800; 
Tribal notification for new 
ground disturbance.

Yes     No Consultation with the New York State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 
Division for Historic Preservation (DHP) in 
the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) in accordance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 was initiated 
through the Cultural Resource Information 
System. 

In a letter dated December 12, 2016, the 
SHPO indicated that it had determined that 
there would be No Historic Properties 
Affected by the Project. (See Appendix D) 

The Delaware Tribe of Indians, Delaware 
Nation, Mohawk Nation, St. Regis Mohawk 
Tribe, and Stockbridge-Munsee Community, 
Band of the Mohicans were contacted as 
possible consulting parties. Each was sent a 
letter on December 9, 2016, with the site 
description, photographs, site plan, and 
map. The Stockbridge-Munsee Community 
responded on December 29, 2016 that they 
were unaware of any cultural resources and 
did not have cultural resource concerns 
within the project area. The Delaware Tribe 
responded with a request for a Phase I 
archaeological survey. A survey of the 
project site was conducted on August 15, 
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2018 and found no evidence of cultural 
resources. A Phase I survey report was 
submitted to the Tribe Historic Preservation 
Officer (THPO) on August 22, 2018. 

On August 24, 2018, the THPO for the 
Delaware Tribe confirmed that there would 
be no impacts to cultural resources and 
cleared the project for construction. (See 
Appendix E)  

Noise Abatement and Control  

Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended by the Quiet 
Communities Act of 1978; 24 CFR 
Part 51 Subpart B

Yes     No The proposed Project is not a noise-
sensitive use, and the policies of 24 CFR 
51.101(a)(3) do not apply to any action or 
emergency assistance under disaster 
assistance provisions or appropriations that 
are provided to save lives and protect public 
health and safety.  

Sole Source Aquifers  

Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, 
as amended, particularly section 
1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149

Yes     No The Project area is not within the bounds of 
a Sole Source Aquifer Designated Area. (See 
Appendix A) 

Wetlands Protection  

Executive Order 11990, 
particularly sections 2 and 5

Yes     No A review of the National Wetlands Inventory 
(NWI) and NYS Freshwater Wetland 
databases showed the unnamed tributary of 
Plattekill Creek that runs through the site is 
classified as a jurisdictional, federal wetland 
(riverine, R3UBH). The February 1, 2017, 
consultation with the NYSDEC indicated that 
the project site was not within a NYS 
protected freshwater wetland, but that the 
stream is Class A with a Protected status, 
and the project would require a Protection 
of Waters Permit. 

The culvert replacement project will disturb 
less than one acre of land. The proposed 
culvert replacement work will not be 
performed in any designated Federal 
wetland or NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland 
areas. 

A joint application for a NYSDEC Stream 
Disturbance Permit and a USACE 401 Water 
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Quality Certification was submitted on April 
19, 2018. The project would be performed 
in accordance with USACE Nationwide 
Permit NWP-3a. On August 10, 2018, 
NYSDEC issued a permit (GP-3-18-001) for 
the project, authorizing Article 24, 
Freshwater Wetlands; Article 15, Stream 
Disturbance; Article 15, Excavation and Fill; 
and Water Quality Certification under 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 

A 5-step analysis is provided for this project 
site as an improvement of an existing 
structures that does not meet the 
thresholds for “substantial improvement” 
under §55.2(b)(10) and where the footprint 
of the structure and paved areas is not 
significantly increased. The streambed 
would be temporarily disturbed by 
construction of the Project. The flow of the 
waterway is already modified by the existing 
culverts at the site.  

The project would be performed in 
accordance with USACE Nationwide Permit 
NWP-3a. (See Appendix F)  

Source: 6 

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 
1968, particularly section 7(b) 
and (c)

Yes     No

There are no state or federally designated 
wild and scenic rivers at or near the Project. 
(See Appendix A) 

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898

Yes     No Because this culvert replacement Project 
has no potential adverse impacts, there 
would be no disproportionate adverse 
impacts anticipated. The proposed Project 
would follow local ordinances, so no 
adverse impacts on the surrounding 
community would be anticipated.  

The Project site is not within a potential 
Environmental Justice (EJ) area, as defined 
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by NYSDEC based on data from the 2010 
U.S. Census (See Appendix A).  

The Project would not raise EJ issues and 
would have no potential for new or 
continued disproportionately high and 
adverse human health and environmental 
effects on minority or low-income 
populations. 

Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] Recorded 
below is the qualitative and quantitative significance of the effects of the proposal on the 
character, features and resources of the project area. Each factor has been evaluated and 
documented, as appropriate and in proportion to its relevance to the proposed action. Verifiable 
source documentation has been provided and described in support of each determination, as 
appropriate. Credible, traceable and supportive source documentation for each authority has 
been provided. Where applicable, the necessary reviews or consultations have been completed 
and applicable permits or approvals have been obtained or noted. Citations, dates/names/titles 
of contacts, and page references are clear. Additional documentation is attached, as appropriate.  
All conditions, attenuation or mitigation measures have been clearly identified.

Impact Codes: Use an impact code from the following list to make the determination of impact 
for each factor.  
(1)  Minor beneficial impact 
(2)  No impact anticipated  
(3)  Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation  
(4)  Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which may 
require an Environmental Impact Statement

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact
Code Impact Evaluation 

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Conformance with 
Plans / Compatible 
Land Use and Zoning / 
Scale and Urban 
Design 

2 The Project will not require the acquisition of new land. 
The property is currently owned by the Town of 
Saugerties. The new culverts will comply with all Town 
planning requirements.   

The Project is consistent with goals and funding priorities 
identified in the New York Rising Community 
Reconstruction (NYRCR) County of Ulster. The 
development will incorporate resiliency measures under 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact
Code Impact Evaluation 

the NYS Building Code and those in the Resiliency Tool 
Kit. 

Source: 7

Soil Suitability/ Slope/ 
Erosion/ Drainage/ 
Storm Water Runoff 

1 The soil complex of the site is described as Oquaga-Arnot-
Rock (ORC), 8 to 15 percent slopes (100%). Drainage for 
ORC is described as well drained. Oquaga complex is 
listed as Class C Hydrologic Soils, while Arnot is listed as 
Class D.  Both Class C and Class D soils are described as 
those that have a slow infiltration rate (high runoff 
potential) when thoroughly wet. Surface Water 
Management rating is based on soils in their natural 
condition and do not consider present land use. A Surface 
Water Management rating is not available for the site. 

The project will disturb less than one acre.  On August 10, 
2018, NYSDEC issued a permit (GP-3-18-001) for the 
project, authorizing Article 24, Freshwater Wetlands; 
Article 15, Stream Disturbance; Article 15, Excavation and 
Fill; and Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act. 

A NYSDEC GP- 

Resizing culverts, in the context of improving storm flow 
routing, is an important component of reducing flood 
damage. The long-term benefits of permanent flood 
mitigation to the roadway ensures continued access to 
vital services and improves emergency response to areas 
that may otherwise be cut off during storms. Minimizing 
damage to the roadway during future flooding will limit 
rehabilitation and reconstruction costs, reduce 
maintenance needs, and limit capital expenditures made 
necessary for storm recovery. 

Source: 5

Hazards and 
Nuisances  
including Site Safety 
and Noise 

2 The Project site is not in a 100- or a 500-year flood hazard 
area. No other known natural hazards, including 
earthquake fault zones, landslide zones, or hazardous 
terrain, are known to exist at or near the Project site. 

The Project will generate noise during construction that 
will be minimized through compliance with local noise 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact
Code Impact Evaluation 

ordinances, including time-of-day work limitations. 
Exterior construction activities will take place during 
normal working hours and will employ commonly 
accepted engineering and administrative controls that 
will minimize noise impacts to neighbors.  

Energy Consumption 2 The Project will not result in additional energy 
consumption.  No impacts will occur to existing nearby 
suppliers.

SOCIOECONOMIC

Employment and 
Income Patterns 

2 There may be a temporary minor increase in employment 
during construction and no increase in long-term 
employment. 

Demographic 
Character Changes, 
Displacement

2 The Project site would not change from its current use. 
Therefore, no population changes will result, there will be 
no demographic, character, or displacement impacts.  

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Educational and 
Cultural Facilities 

2 Because the Project involves no changes in population, 
there would be no impact on demand for educational or 
cultural facilities.  

Commercial 
Facilities 

2 Because the Project involves no changes in population, 
there would be no impact on demand for commercial 
facilities. 

Health Care and 
Social Services 

2 Because the Project involves no changes in population, 
there would be no impact on demand for health care and 
social services. 

Solid Waste Disposal 
/ Recycling 

2 Construction may result in a temporary increase in solid 
waste. Construction debris of wood, piping, and other 
materials would be collected on-site and disposed of or 
recycled per any local ordinances.  

Waste Water / 
Sanitary Sewers 

2 Because the Project involves no changes in population, 
there would be no additional demand on a public sewer 
system.  
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact
Code Impact Evaluation 

Water Supply 2 Because the Project involves no changes in population, 
there would be no additional demand on a public water 
supply system. 

Public Safety  - 
Police, Fire and 
Emergency Medical

2 Because the Project involves no change in population, 
there would be no impact on demand for police, fire, or 
emergency medical services.  

Parks, Open Space 
and Recreation 

2 Because the Project involves no change in population, 
there would be no impact on demand for parks, open 
space, or other recreational facilities. 

Transportation and 
Accessibility

2 Because the Project involves no change in population, 
there would be no impact on use of transportation 
infrastructure.  

NATURAL FEATURES

Unique Natural 
Features,  
Water Resources

2 The Project site is on previously disturbed land and 
contains no unique natural features. An unnamed 
tributary of Plattekill Creek runs through the Project area 
(See Appendix F). NYSDEC lists it as a Class A water (DEC 
Water Index Number H-171-11-16). Its status is listed as 
“protected.” The project would follow USACE Nationwide 
Permit NWP-3a. On August 10, 2018, NYSDEC issued a 
permit (GP-3-18-001) for the project, authorizing Article 
24, Freshwater Wetlands; Article 15, Stream Disturbance; 
Article 15, Excavation and Fill; and Water Quality 
Certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 

Source: 6

Vegetation, Wildlife 2 Project activities include the removal of 19 trees to access 
the culverts to be replaced. Tree removal is anticipated to 
occur during late summer, after the June through July 
pup season. A Phase I Habitat Assessment was conducted 
by Amanda Bailey (NYSDEC) on April 25, 2018. Of the 19 
trees to be removed, it was determined that only one 
tree has the potential for roosting, as it has exfoliating 
bark and a broken top. GOSR proposed to conduct an 
emergence survey of this tree the evening prior to 
scheduled removal to determine the presence or absence 
of bats. If no bats are observed during the emergence 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact
Code Impact Evaluation 

study, tree cutting will be completed the following day. If 
bats are observed emerging from the tree to be removed, 
GOSR will contact USFWS immediately for further 
assistance. Tree removal activities will be postponed until 
mitigation actions can be implemented that eliminate any 
incidental takes or adverse impacts to the listed bat 
species.  
As such, GOSR determines that this project may affect but 
is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB or Indiana bat 
and would not jeopardize the continued existence of ESA 
species or destroy or adversely modify their critical 
habitat. 

GOSR requested concurrence from USFWS within 30 days 
of the consultation, adding that USFWS’s concurrence 
would be presumed if no response was received.  As of 
this date, no response has been received, and 
concurrence is presumed. (See Appendix C). 

 Other Factors 2 No additional factors would be impacted by the project, 
and no additional impacts would occur. 

Additional Studies Performed: 
Report for Phase 1 Archaeological Testing, August 2018 

Field Inspection (Date and completed by):  
Phase I Habitat Assessment, Amanda Bailey (NYSDEC), April 25, 2018 
Phase 1 Archeological Filed survey, August 15, 2018 

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:

1. New York State. 2013. State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block 
Grant Program Disaster Recovery (Action Plan, issued April 25, 2013, amended July 3, 2013) 
New York State. 2013. 

2. United States Environmental Protection Agency. Green Book Nonattainment Areas. Internet 
Website: https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbk/ancl.html. 

3. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Bulk Storage Database Search. 
Internet Website: http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/index.cfm?pageid=4. 

4. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Environmental Site Remediation 
Database Search. Internet Website: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/index.cfm?pageid=3. 
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5. United States Department of Agriculture. Natural Resources Conservation Service. Internet 
Website: http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx. 

6. Stream Disturbance Permit Application. 2018. Joint Application Form. Brinnier and Larios, 
P.C. Professional Engineers & Land Surveyors (on behalf of Town of Saugerties). April 19. 

7. NYRCR Ulster Communities. 2014. NY Rising Community Reconstruction Plan. March. 
https://stormrecovery.ny.gov/sites/default/files/crp/community/documents/ulstercounty_nyrc
r_plan.pdf.   

List of Appendices 

Appendix A Figures 

Appendix B Floodplains 

Appendix C USFWS, NYSDEC, and NYNHP Correspondence 

Appendix D SHPO Correspondence 

Appendix E Tribal Correspondence 

Appendix F Wetlands 

List of Permits Obtained or Required:  

• USACE Nationwide Permit NWP-3a 

• Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act 

• NYSDEC Article 24, Freshwater Wetlands permit  

• NYSDEC Article 15, Stream Disturbance permit  

• NYSDEC Article 15, Excavation and Fill permit 

•

List of Other Approvals Obtained or Required:

• State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).  

Public Outreach [24 CFR 50.23 & 58.43]: 
On August 30, 2018, a combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact and Intent to Request 
Release of Funds was published in the Saugerties Times. Any individual, group, or agency may 
submit written comments on the Environmental Review Record to:  
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Lori A. Shirley, GOSR, HCR 
38-40 State Street 
Albany, NY  12207 
(518) 474-0755 
NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org 

Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]:  
The Project is not expected to trigger cumulative impacts, including the degradation of important 
natural resources, socioeconomic resources, human health, recreation, quality of life issues, and 
cultural and historic resources. The Project is not of a scale large enough to contribute 
significantly to cumulative impacts. It will create positive impacts, as it will provide the Town of 
Saugerties with improved storm water management and flood control during future storm 
events. 

Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9]

Proposed Project. As fully described in this Environmental Assessment, the Project would involve 
constructing a new culvert located at Platte Clove Road in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, 
New York.  

Alternative Sites Alternative. Alternate sites were not considered. 

No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)]: 
Not undertaking the Project would not be consistent with the goals and objectives of the Ulster 
County NYRCR Plan and other local and state plans because the Town of Saugerties would not be 
able to efficiently increase flood control and improve storm water management systems. 

Summary of Findings and Conclusions:  

The new 48-inch metal culvert will improve and enhance the critical functions of the existing, 
damaged 24-inch corrugated metal pipe culverts, allowing for more efficient storm water 
management and flood control in response to extreme storm events. The proposed Project will 
not result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment or result in other 
direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts. The Project will comply with all relevant regulations listed 
in 24 CFR subparts 58.5 and 58.6.  

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]  

GOSR has summarized below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to 
reduce, avoid, or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-
conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures or conditions must 
be incorporated into project contracts, development agreements, and other relevant documents. 
The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly 
identified in the mitigation plan. 
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Law, Authority, or Factor  Mitigation Measure 

Water Resources A Protection of Waters permit is required to physically 
disturb the bed or banks (up to 50 feet from stream) of 
any streams identified above as "protected." 

Wetlands Protection A joint application to NYSDEC and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) for a permit to undertake activities 
affecting streams, waterways, water bodies, wetlands, 
coastal areas and sources of water withdrawal has been 
submitted for the Project. The Project will abide by all 
conditions set forth in this permit. 

The Project will comply with NYSDEC regulations 
pursuant to Article 15 (Protection of Water) and 
subsequent Stream Crossing Guidelines and Best 
Management Practices. 

Determination: 

   Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(1); 40 CFR 1508.27]
The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment.

 Finding of Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(2); 40 CFR 1508.27]
The project may significantly affect the quality of the human environment. 

Preparer Signature: ____ _____________Date: August 30, 2018 

Name/Title/Organization: Cliff Jarman, Senior Environmental Scientist. Tetra Tech, Inc.___ 

Certifying Officer Signature: _____________________________          _ Date: August 30, 2018 
Name/Title: Lori A. Shirley, Director, Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment, 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file by the 
Responsible Entity in an Environmental Review Record (ERR) for the activity/project (ref: 24 CFR 
Part 58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD program(s).  
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  ANDREW M. CUOMO 
  Governor 

  

 

Via Electronic Mail 

June 6, 2018  

Robyn A. Niver  

Endangered Species Biologist USFWS  

New York Field Office  

Cortland, NY 13045  

Re: Section 7 Project Review - ESA/MBTA/BGEPA Consultation for the Platte Clove Culvert 

Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

Dear Ms. Niver:  

The Governor's Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and 

Community Renewal’s (HCR) Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), on behalf of the Department of 

Housing & Urban Development (HUD), is conducting an environmental review under HUD’s environmental 

review regulations (24 CFR Part 58) and New York State’s Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for 

the Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York (see Figure 1).   

The purpose of this letter is to provide the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – New York Field Office (USFWS) 

notice of the proposed project and to document compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 

(ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), as well as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 

(MBTA) (40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 703-712), and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940 

(BGEPA) (54 Stat. 240, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 668-668c). 

Program Overview:  

Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee strained local drainage infrastructure. During the storms, heavy 

rainfall caused excessive amounts of stormwater and accompanying detritus to gather at inadequately-sized 

culverts, particularly in outlying areas of the region. During previous storm events, the culvert infrastructure at 

Platte Clove Road was unable to adequately pass storm water beneath the road’s' surfaces. Debris carried by 

stormwater exacerbated this problem. After the culverts' capacity was exceeded, the water left its channel, 

overtopped the road, eroded road base soils and aggregates, and made the roads impassable during the storms 

and unsafe afterward. This condition persisted until well after the storms. Flooding also weakened the road 

base’s capacity to handle the weight of vehicles. The long-term benefits of permanent flood mitigation by re-

sizing the culvert under Platte Clove Road will ensure continued access to vital services and improve 

emergency response to areas that may otherwise be cut off during storms. Minimizing damage to the roadway 
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during future flooding will limit rehabilitation and reconstruction costs, reduce maintenance needs, and limit 

capital expenditures made necessary for storm recovery.  

Area of Potential Effect:  

The Project will take place on Platte Clove Road at an unnamed tributary of Plattekill Creek where it crosses 

under Platte Clove Road, approximately 0.5 miles northwest of the intersection of Platte Clove Road and 

Manorville Road (see Figure 2). The tributary flows through two twenty-four-inch diameter corrugated metal 

culverts approximately 95 feet long (see attached Site Plans). The Project will disturb 0.24 acre and remove 19 

trees.   

Proposed Project Description:  

The Town of Saugerties proposes to replace the two existing 24-inch corrugated metal pipe culverts with a 

single 60-inch metal pipe (see attached Site Plans). The new culvert will be installed by trenchless directional 

drilling. The culverts are partially collapsed with the inlets buried, resulting in temporary ponding of water 

upstream of the Platte Clove Road embankment. The inlets of both 24-inch culverts are completely blocked by 

soils, sediment and debris, which has accumulated at the toe of the road embankment. The new culvert will be 

installed close to the north side of the existing culverts. A precast concrete headwall, or equivalent, will be 

constructed on the inlet side of the replacement culvert and a trash rack installed. New riprap will be placed at 

both the inlet and outlet of the new culvert. The stacked stone headwall on the downstream side of the 

replacement culvert will be repointed as necessary to secure any loose stones. The old culverts will be filled and 

left in place. 

The Project will include the construction of a 10-foot wide temporary access road from Platte Clove Road, 

starting south of the culvert. The temporary road would run to the north over the existing culverts, turn to the 

northeast along the north stream bank to a point 100 feet upstream of Platt Clove Road. A 45-foot by 18-foot 

flat drill pad area will be excavated in the stream bed on the east side of Platte Clove Road to accommodate the 

drilling equipment. Temporary retaining walls will be constructed around the drill pad area and the access road. 

(See attached Site Plans).  

The project is proposed to take place in late summer, during the dry season. Any water will be collected 

upstream of the drilling and pumped through a temporary pipeline to a point down stream of Platt Clove Road. 

The only disruption of traffic will involve movement of heavy equipment. There will be no excavation of the 

existing road. Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and restored with a vegetative cover on the streambanks.  

Wetlands:  

Wetlands: See the attached wetland map, Figure 3.  

• The Project Area is within the Riverine National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) wetland area associated 

with the unnamed tributary of Platte Kill. This wetland already has been disturbed by the existing 

culvert and Platte Clove Road. The Project will disturb a total of approximately 0.24 acres, 0.11 acres of 

which is the riverine wetland.  The Project would not damage the function and beneficial values of the 

wetland. The project is proposed to take place in the dry season. Any water will be collected upstream of 

the drilling and pumped through a temporary pipeline to a point downstream of Platt Clove Road. 

Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and restored with a vegetative cover on the streambanks.  
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• The Project Area boundary is not within New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) wetlands. The Project is outside of the 300-foot buffer of NYSDEC wetlands.  

ESA, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, And Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Species:  

The New York State Natural Heritage Program (NYSNHP) database search completed on March 29, 2018, had 

no records of rare or state-listed animals or plants, or significant natural communities at the project site or in its 

immediate vicinity. (See attached New York Natural Heritage Program Review.) 

Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB) and Indiana Bat 

The USFWS, New York Ecological Services Field Office was contacted through the Information, Planning, and 

Conservation System (IPaC) regarding the potential presence of species under the jurisdiction of the USFWS 

within the project area. The attached Official Species List identifies one threatened and one endangered species 

and no critical habitats: the threatened Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB, Myotis septentrionalis) and the 

endangered Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis). Ulster County is within the White-Nose Syndrome Zone. According 

to geospatial information provided by NYSDEC, there are no known occurrences of either the NLEB or Indiana 

bat near the project site. The project site is not within five miles of bat hibernacula or known maternity colonies 

(see attached Bat Occurrences Map ).  

Tree Removal and Habitat Assessment  

Project activities include the removal of 19 trees to access the culvert that needs to be replaced (see the attached 

Tree Clearing Plan and Tree Cutting Photos). Tree removal is anticipated to occur during late summer, after the 

June through July pup season. A Phase I Habitat Assessment was conducted by Amanda Bailey (NYSDEC) on 

April 25, 2018 (See attached Phase I Habitat Assessment). Of the 19 trees to be removed, it was determined 

that only one tree has the potential for roosting, as it has exfoliating bark and a broken top. GOSR proposes to 

conduct an emergence survey of this tree the evening prior to scheduled removal to determine the presence or 

absence of bats. If no bats are observed during the emergence study, tree cutting will be completed the 

following day. If bats are observed emerging from the tree to be removed, GOSR will contact USFWS 

immediately for further assistance. Tree removal activities will be postponed until mitigation actions can be 

implemented that eliminate any incidental takes or adverse impacts to the listed bat species.  

As such, GOSR determines that this project may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB or 

Indiana bat and would not jeopardize the continued existence of ESA species or destroy or adversely modify 

their critical habitat. 

MBA 

GOSR has determined that the Proposed Project would have no significant adverse impact on migratory birds or 

their habitat. It is anticipated that passerine birds would temporarily leave the area during construction due to 

noise and disturbance. Extensive areas of high quality woodland habitat are available in Ulster County.  

BGEPA 

The IPaC review process identified the bald eagle as having year-round habitat in Ulster County that may be 

potentially affected by activities in the Proposed Project area. GOSR has determined that the Proposed Project 

would have no significant adverse impact on bald eagles. The Proposed Project area is not located within the 

vicinity of documented bald eagle breeding. As with other migratory birds, foraging bald eagles may 

temporarily avoid the area during construction due to noise and disturbance. 
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Compliance:  

The proposed project would not jeopardize the continued existence of ESA species or destroy or adversely 

modify their critical habitat. On this basis, GOSR has determined that the proposed action may affect but is not 

likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat, NLEB.  We request your concurrence with this determination. If the 

USFWS does not respond within 30 days from submittal of this form, then GOSR may presume that its 

determination for the project is informed by the best available information and its project responsibilities under 

Section 7 of the ESA have been fulfilled. 

 

Additionally, we request to be alerted if USFWS becomes aware of a Bald or Golden Eagle nest within 660 feet 

of the project site.  

 

Project implementation is conditioned upon issuance of applicable federal and state permits and would be 

constructed in accordance with federal and state permit conditions. The proposed project would not have a 

significant impact on ESA species or adversely modify any critical habitat. Conservation measures would be 

employed to avoid impacts to bats, including a tree survey prior to any Project-related disturbance and clearly 

demarcating trees to be protected compared with those to be cut if any are identified in the survey.  

If you have questions or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me at (518) 474-

0755) or Lori.Shirley@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Lori A. Shirley 

Certifying Officer  

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery  

NYS Homes and Community Renewal  

 

Attachments: 

Figure 1 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements - Project Area 

Figure 2 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements - Project Overview 

Figure 3 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements – Freshwater Wetlands 

Site Plans 

New York Natural Heritage Program Review 

USFWS Species List - Long Island Ecological Services Field Office 

NYS Resources Bat Occurrences Map 

Phase I Habitat Assessment, including Photos and Tree Clearing Plan 
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Lori Shirley
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
30-40 State St., Hampton Plaza
Albany, NY 12207

Platte Clove Culvert Improvements ProjectRe:
County: Ulster   Town/City: Saugerties

353

Nicholas Conrad
Information Resources Coordinator
New York Natural Heritage Program

Sincerely,

March 29, 2018

Dear Ms. Shirley:
    In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 

Program database with respect to the above project.
    We have no records of rare or state-listed animals or plants at the project site or in its 

immediate vicinity. Given the nature and scope of the proposed work, we do not expect any 
impacts on the nearby significant chestnut-oak forest and hemlock-northern hardwood forest.

      The absence of data does not necessarily mean that rare or state-listed species, 
significant natural communities, or other significant habitats do not exist on or adjacent to the 
proposed site. Rather, our files currently do not contain information that indicates their 
presence. For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted. We cannot 
provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or 
significant natural communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at 
the project site, further information from on-site surveys or other resources may be required 
to fully assess impacts on biological resources.

      This response applies only to known occurrences of rare or state-listed animals and 
plants, significant natural communities, and other significant habitats maintained in the 
Natural Heritage database. Your project may require additional review or permits; for 
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas 
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Region 3 Office, Division 
of Environmental Permits, as listed at www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html.



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New York Ecological Services Field Office

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

In Reply Refer To: 

Consultation Code: 05E1NY00-2018-SLI-1847 

Event Code: 05E1NY00-2018-E-05576  

Project Name: Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, 

New York

 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 

well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 

proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 

requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). This list can also 

be used to determine whether listed species may be present for projects without federal agency 

involvement. New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and 

distribution of species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the 

potential impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated 

and proposed critical habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations 

implementing section 7 of the ESA, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 

days. This verification can be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service 

recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC site at regular intervals 

during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists and information. An 

updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process 

used to receive the enclosed list. If listed, proposed, or candidate species were identified as 

potentially occurring in the project area, coordination with our office is encouraged. Information 

on the steps involved with assessing potential impacts from projects can be found at: http:// 

www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

April 19, 2018

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
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Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 

development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 

eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the Services wind energy 

guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and 

bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 

towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http:// 

www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http:// 

www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/ 

comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 

Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 

planning to further the purposes of the ESA. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 

the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 

that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

▪ Official Species List

http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.towerkill.com/
http://www.towerkill.com/
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html


04/19/2018 Event Code: 05E1NY00-2018-E-05576   1

   

Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 

requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 

any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 

action".

This species list is provided by:

New York Ecological Services Field Office

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

(607) 753-9334
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 05E1NY00-2018-SLI-1847

Event Code: 05E1NY00-2018-E-05576

Project Name: Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster 

County, New York

Project Type: ** OTHER **

Project Description: The Town of Saugerties proposes to replace the two existing 24-inch 

corrugated metal pipe culverts with a single 60-inch metal pipe. The new 

culvert will be installed by trenchless directional drilling. The culverts are 

partially collapsed with the inlets buried, resulting in temporary ponding 

of water upstream of the Platte Clove Road embankment. The inlets of 

both 24-inch culverts are completely blocked by soils, sediment and 

debris, which has accumulated at the toe of the road embankment. The 

new culvert will be installed close to the north side of the existing 

culverts. A precast concrete headwall, or equivalent, will be constructed 

on the inlet side of the replacement culvert and a trash rack installed. New 

riprap will be placed at both the inlet and outlet of the new culvert. The 

stacked stone headwall on the downstream side of the replacement culvert 

will be repointed as necessary to secure any loose stones. The old culverts 

will be filled and left in place. 

The Project will include the construction of a 10-foot wide temporary 

access road from Platte Clove Road, starting south of the culvert. The 

temporary road would run to the north over the existing culverts, turn to 

the northeast along the north stream bank to a point 100 feet upstream of 

Platt Clove Road. A 45-foot by 18-foot flat drill pad area will be 

excavated in the stream bed on the east side of Platte Clove Road to 

accommodate the drilling equipment. Temporary retaining walls will be 

constructed around the drill pad area and the access road.

Project Location:

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 

www.google.com/maps/place/42.117446124455796N74.05732252624435W

https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.117446124455796N74.05732252624435W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.117446124455796N74.05732252624435W
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Counties: Ulster, NY
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 

species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 

list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 

Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 

within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 

if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 

office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 

Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
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Platte Clove Road Culvert 4/25/2018
Saugerties, Ulster County, NY 

A. Bailey42.117452 // -74.057357

19 trees

0.16 acres 
disturbed

0.16 acres

19 trees will be removed to access a culvert that needs to be repaired on Platte
Clove Road, Saugerties, NY. 

The project area is located approximately 300 m from the Kaaterskill Wild Forest, and is within the Catskill 
Park boundary. 

The surrounding area is well forested and connected to large tracts of forest within the Catskill Park. 

This parcel is a forested corridor along a stream. The immediate area is forested residential, though it is ~300 m 
from wild forest. 

This is a forested/ forested residential area. This area will remain a forested/forested residential area. 
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Oak spp., American beech 

1

1 small pool

1 tree has the potential for roosting

1 tree

10 9
1

4 4 2

0 0

Yes

45 m
The project location is along a 45m 
stretch of stream. On the north side, 
the water slows into an accessible 
pool. 

The majority of trees to be removed are small and live. One tree does have exfoliating bark and a 
broken top, and it is recommended that an emergence count be conducted at this tree prior to removal.  
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25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004 │ Recovery Hotline: 1-855-NYS-Sandy │www.stormrecovery.ny.gov 

 

  ANDREW M. CUOMO 
  Governor 

  

 

Via Electronic Mail 

March 26, 2018  

Nicholas Conrad 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 

New York Natural Heritage Program – Information Services 

625 Broadway, 5th Floor 

Albany, New York 12233-4757 

Re: Natural Heritage Compliance Process for the Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

Dear Mr. Conrad:  

The Governor's Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and 

Community Renewal’s (HCR) Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), on behalf of the Department of 

Housing & Urban Development (HUD), is conducting an environmental review under HUD’s environmental 

review regulations (24 CFR Part 58) and New York State’s Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for 

the Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York (see Figure 1).  

The purpose of this letter is to request a search of the files of the New York Natural Heritage Program for 

records of the occurrence of any rare animals, plants, and natural communities and/or significant wildlife 

habitats in the vicinity of this project. The information we receive will be used in NEPA and SEQRA 

documentation and/or any permit applications. We will retain the confidentiality, as needed, of any information 

received. 

Program Overview: Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee strained local drainage infrastructure. During the 

storms, heavy rainfall caused excessive amounts of stormwater and accompanying detritus to gather at 

inadequately-sized culverts, particularly in outlying areas of the region. During previous storm events, the 

culvert infrastructure at Platte Clove Road was unable to adequately pass storm water beneath the road’s' 

surfaces. Debris carried by stormwater exacerbated this problem. After the culverts' capacity was exceeded, the 

water left its channel, overtopped the road, eroded road base soils and aggregates, and made the roads 

impassable during the storms and unsafe afterward. This condition persisted until well after the storms. 

Flooding also weakened the road base’s capacity to handle the weight of vehicles. The long-term benefits of 

permanent flood mitigation by re-sizing the culvert under Platte Clove Road will ensure continued access to 

vital services and improve emergency response to areas that may otherwise be cut off during storms. 



 
25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004 │ Recovery Hotline: 1-855-NYS-Sandy │www.stormrecovery.ny.gov 

Minimizing damage to the roadway during future flooding will limit rehabilitation and reconstruction costs, 

reduce maintenance needs, and limit capital expenditures made necessary for storm recovery. 

Area of Potential Effect: The Project will take place on Platte Clove Road at an unnamed tributary of Plattekill 

Creek where it crosses under Platte Clove Road, approximately 0.5 miles northwest of the intersection of Platte 

Clove Road and Manorville Road (see Figure 2). The tributary flows through two twenty-four inch diameter 

corrugated metal culverts approximately 95 feet long (see attached Site Plans).  

Proposed Project Description: The Town of Saugerties proposes to replace the two existing 24-inch corrugated 

metal pipe culverts with a single 60-inch metal pipe (see attached Site Plans). The new culvert will be installed 

by trenchless directional drilling. The directional drilling process will involve the drilling of an initial pilot hole 

where the horizontal and vertical alignment is carefully controlled and adjusted as necessary to achieve the 

design replacement culvert positioning. The pilot drill hole is subsequently reamed out to increase the size of 

the boring to the required diameter. A heavy-duty steel pipe is typically inserted through the boring as the final 

reaming of the boring is performed. This heavy-duty steel pipe then becomes the replacement culvert pipe.  

The Project will include the construction of a 10-foot-wide temporary access road from Platte Clove Road 

running north over the existing culverts, turn to the northeast along the north stream bank to a point 100 feet 

upstream of Platt Clove Road. A 14-foot by 30-foot flat drill pad area will be excavated in the stream bed on the 

east side of Platte Clove Road to accommodate the drilling equipment. Temporary retaining walls will be 

constructed around the drill pad area and the access road.  The current supporting structure and Platte Clove 

Road will be maintained in an open state allowing for traffic during the drilling operations. (See attached Site 

Plans).  

The project is proposed to take place in the dry season. Any water will be collected upstream of the drilling and 

pumped through a temporary pipeline to a point down stream of Platt Clove Road. The only disruption of traffic 

will involve movement of heavy equipment. There will be no excavation of the existing road. The old culverts 

will be filled and left in place. Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and restored with a vegetative cover on 

the streambanks.  

Compliance: According to information reviewed from the New York State Environmental Resource Mapper 

(ERM), the Project area is within a half mile of three significant natural communities: chestnut oak forest, 

hemlock-northern hardwood forest, beech-maple mesic forest including. However, no rare plants or animals are 

shown to be present within the project area (see attached Figure 3, Environmental Resource Mapper 

Information). The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Division of Environmental Permits 

Region 3, Jurisdictional Review Letter dated 02-01-2017 (attached), identified the tributary of Plattekill 

Creek as Protected and requiring a Protection of Waters permit. The proposed project would involve ground 

disturbance. As such, GOSR respectfully requests that the New York Natural Heritage Program review its 

records of concern for any rare or state-listed animals or plants, or significant natural communities, at this site or 

in its immediate vicinity. 

  



 
25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004 │ Recovery Hotline: 1-855-NYS-Sandy │www.stormrecovery.ny.gov 

If you have questions or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me at (518) 474-

0755) or Lori.Shirley@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Lori A. Shirley 

Certifying Officer  

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery  

NYS Homes and Community Renewal  

 

Attachments: 

Figure 1 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements - Project Area 

Figure 2 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements - Project Overview 

Figure 3 - Platte Clove Culvert Improvements - Environmental Resource Mapper Results 

Site Plans 

DEC Jurisdictional Review Letter- 02-01-2017 
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Environmental Resource Mapper

The coordinates of the point you clicked on are: 

UTM 18 Easting: 577937.391 Northing: 4663229.158

Longitude/Latitude Longitude: 74.057 Latitude: 42.117

The approximate address of the point you clicked on is:
516558 Platt Clove Rd, Saugerties, New York, 12477

County: Ulster
Town: Saugerties
USGS Quad: WOODSTOCK

DEC Region

Region 3:
(Lower Hudson Valley) Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester counties. For 
more information visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/607.html.

Waterbody Classifications for Rivers/Streams

Page 1 of 2Environmental Resource Mapper Information

3/8/2018http://www.dec.ny.gov/gis/erm/content.html



Regulation: 86149
Standard: A
Classification: A

Natural Communities in the Vicinity

Natural Community Name: Chestnut oak forest
Location: Catskill Escarpment
Ecological System: Uplands

Natural Community Name: Hemlocknorthern hardwood forest
Location: Blackhead Mountains
Ecological System: Uplands

Natural Community Name: Beechmaple mesic forest
Location: Catskill Park
Ecological System: Uplands

If your project or action is within or near an area with a rare animal, a permit may be required if the species 
is listed as endangered or threatened and the department determines the action may be harmful to the 
species or its habitat.

If your project or action is within or near an area with rare plants and/or significant natural communities, 
the environmental impacts may need to be addressed.

The presence of a unique geological feature or landform near a project, unto itself, does not trigger a 
requirement for a NYS DEC permit. Readers are advised, however, that there is the chance that a unique 
feature may also show in another data layer (ie. a wetland) and thus be subject to permit jurisdiction.

Please refer to the "Need a Permit?" tab for permit information or other authorizations regarding these 
natural resources.

Disclaimer: If you are considering a project or action in, or near, a wetland or a stream, a NYS DEC permit 
may be required. The Environmental Resources Mapper does not show all natural resources which are 
regulated by NYS DEC, and for which permits from NYS DEC are required. For example, Regulated Tidal 
Wetlands, and Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers, are currently not included on the maps.

Page 2 of 2Environmental Resource Mapper Information

3/8/2018http://www.dec.ny.gov/gis/erm/content.html















NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

Division of Environmental Permits, Region 3 
21 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY 12561-1620 

P: (845) 256-30541 F: (845) 255-4659 

www.dec.ny.gov 

February 1, 2017 

Ms. Lori Shirley 
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street. 
Albany, NY 12207 

RE: Platte Clove Improvements 
Town of Saugerties, Ulster County 
CH#: 0~u·5 

Dear Ms. Shirley: 

WYORK 
TEOF 
ORTUNITY 

Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation 

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) staff have reviewed the application for 
funding, dated March 2015 and have discussed the project with Joseph Mihm, P.E, of 
Brinnier and Larios, P.C., for the project involving the replacement of two culverts on 
Platte Clove Road. DEC offers the following comments: 

PROTECTION OF WATERS 
The following stream/pond/waterbody is located within or near the site you indicated: 

Name Class DEC Water Index Number Status 
Tributary of Plattekill Creek A H-171-11-16 Protected 

A Protection of Waters permit is required to physically disturb the bed or banks (up to 50 
feet from stream) of any streams identified above as "protected.'_' 

If a permit is not required. please note, however, you are still responsible for ensuring that 
work shall not pollute any stream or waterbody. Care shall be taken to stabilize any 
disturbed areas promptly after construction, and all necessary precautions shall be taken 
to prevent contamination of the stream or waterbody by silt, sediment, fuels, solvents, 
lubricants, or any other pollutant associated with the project. 

FRESHWATER WETLANDS 
Your project/site is not within a New York State protected Freshwater Wetland. However, 
please contact your town officials and the United States Army Corps of Engineers in New 
York City, telephone (917) 790-8511 (Westchester/Rockland Counties), or (917) 790-
8411 (other counties), for any permitting they might require. 

7,10ron1< De~artment of 
eo•ruNITY Env1rcmmental 

Conservation 
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ST ATE-LISTED SPECIES 

RE: Platte Clove Improvements, Platte Clove Road, Saugerties, NY 
Date: February 1, 2017 

No records of sensitive resources were identified by this review. 

The absence of data does not necessarily mean that rare or state-listed species, natural 
communities or other significant habitats do not exist on or adjacent to the proposed site. 
Rather, our files currently do not contain information which indicates their presence. For 
most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted. We cannot provide a 
definitive statement on the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or 
significant natural communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions 
at the project site, further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be 
required to fully assess impacts on biological resources. 

OTHER 
Please note that this letter only addresses the requirements for the following permits from 
the Department: 

crProtection of Waters ffState-listed Species efFreshwater Wetlands 

Other permits from this Department or other agencies may be required for projects 
conducted on this property now or in the future. Also, regulations applicable to the location 
subject to this determination occasionally are revised and you should, therefore, verify 
the need for permits if your project is delayed or postponed. This determination regarding 
the need for permits will remain effective for a maximum of one year unless yo.u are 
otherwise notified. Applications may be downloaded from our website at www.dec.ny.gov 
under "Programs" then "Division of Environmental Permits." 

Please contact this office if you have questions regarding the above information. Thank 
you. 

?,l,ncerely, 
r.:_\ 
\ .. ~ 

Sarah Pawliczak 
Division of Environmental Permits 
Region 3, Telephone No. 845-256-3050 

cc: Brian Drumm, NYSDEC Bureau of Habitat 
Joseph Mihm, Brinnier and Larios, P.C. 

NOTE: Regarding erosion/sedimentation control requirements: 
Stormwater discharges require a State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 
Stormwater permit from this Department if they either: 

• occur at industrial facilities and contain either toxic contaminants or priority 
pollutants OR 

• result from construction projects involving the disturbance of 5000 square feet or 
more of land within the NYC Department of Environmental Protection East of 
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RE: Platte Clove Improvements, Platte Clove Road, Saugerties, NY 
Date: February 1, 2017 

Hudson Watershed or for proposed disturbance of 1 acre or more of land outside 
the NYC DEP Watershed 

Your project may be covered by one of two Statewide General Permits or may require 
an individual permit. For information on stormwater and the general permits, see the 
DEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8468.html. 
For construction permits, if this site is within an MS4 area (Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System), the stormwater plan must be reviewed and accepted by the municipality 
and the MS-4 Acceptance Form must be submitted to the Department. If the site is not 
within an MS4 area and other DEC permits are required, please contact the regional 
Division of Environmental Permits. 

Page 3 of 3 



Lori Shirley
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
30-40 State St., Hampton Plaza
Albany, NY 12207

Platte Clove Culvert Improvements ProjectRe:
County: Ulster   Town/City: Saugerties

353

Nicholas Conrad
Information Resources Coordinator
New York Natural Heritage Program

Sincerely,

March 29, 2018

Dear Ms. Shirley:
    In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 

Program database with respect to the above project.
    We have no records of rare or state-listed animals or plants at the project site or in its 

immediate vicinity. Given the nature and scope of the proposed work, we do not expect any 
impacts on the nearby significant chestnut-oak forest and hemlock-northern hardwood forest.

      The absence of data does not necessarily mean that rare or state-listed species, 
significant natural communities, or other significant habitats do not exist on or adjacent to the 
proposed site. Rather, our files currently do not contain information that indicates their 
presence. For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted. We cannot 
provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or 
significant natural communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at 
the project site, further information from on-site surveys or other resources may be required 
to fully assess impacts on biological resources.

      This response applies only to known occurrences of rare or state-listed animals and 
plants, significant natural communities, and other significant habitats maintained in the 
Natural Heritage database. Your project may require additional review or permits; for 
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas 
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Region 3 Office, Division 
of Environmental Permits, as listed at www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html.
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December 9, 2016  

 

Mr. Larry Moss 

Historic Preservation Technical Specialist 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

Division of Historic Preservation 

Peebles Island 

P.O. Box 189 

Waterford, New York 12188-0189 

 

Re: Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear Mr. Moss: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR), an office of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust Fund 

Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery 

(“CDBG-DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(“HUD”), is serving as the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review 

procedures set forth in 24 CFR Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the 

enclosed project information and request for consultation. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case by 

case basis.  In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 

1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. §306108), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter serves as notification of the proposed action. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with 

Platte Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached 

maps for exact project location.  

  

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional 

drilling. Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” 

corrugated metal pipe culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for 

the project to avoid conventional open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, 

and significant disturbance of the streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and 

not cost-effective.   

 



2 
 

 

Request for Comment: The purpose of this letter is to initiate consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA 

per the implementing regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800. GOSR respectfully requests 

your review of the proposed project described herein. If you have any questions or require additional information 

regarding this request, please feel free to contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 
Enclosures:  

Project Location Maps 
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Division for Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • www.nysparks.com

ANDREW M. CUOMO ROSE HARVEY
Governor Commissioner

December 12, 2016

Mary Barthelme
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
99 Washington Ave, Suite 1224
Albany, NY 12231

Re: HTF/ GOSR/ CDBG-DR/ HUD
Platte Clove Culvert Improvements
Platt Clove Road at Platt Clove Terrace, Saugerties/ Ulster County
16PR08409

Dear Ms. Barthelme:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO). We have reviewed the submitted materials in accordance with Title 54, Section 306108
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These comments are those of the SHPO and
relate only to Historic/ Cultural resources. They do not include other environmental impacts to
New York State Parkland that may be involved in or near your project. Such impacts must be
considered as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York
Environmental Conservation Law Article 8).

Based on this review, it is the opinion of SHPO that there will be No Historic Properties Affected
by the proposed undertaking.

If I can be of further assistance, contact me at (518) 268-2187 or Larry.moss@parks.ny.gov

Sincerely,

Larry K Moss, Historic Preservation Technical Specialist
CC: Lori Shirley
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 Chet Brooks, Chief 
Delaware Tribe of Indians, Delaware 

Tribal Headquarters 
5100 Tuxedo Blvd 

Bartlesville, OK 74006 
 

 Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs 
Of Haudenosaunee Six Nations 

Confederacy 
Akwesasne Territory Box 336 

Via Rooseveltown, NY 13683-0366 
 Ron LaFrance, Jr.; Paul Thompson; 

and Beverly Cook, Chiefs 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 

412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY 13655 

 

 Shannon Holsey, President 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community, 

Band of the Mohicans 
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck Road 

Bowler, WI 54416 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 



 
 

 

December 9, 2016 
 

Ron LaFrance, Jr.; Paul Thompson; and Beverly Cook, Chiefs 

St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 

412 State Route 37 

Akwesasne, NY 13655 

 

Re:  Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear Chiefs of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) is acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (“CDBG-

DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”). GOSR is 

the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review procedures set forth in 24 CFR 

Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the enclosed project information and inviting this 

discussion with your Tribe to respond with any concerns or comments. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case-by case 

basis. GOSR proposes to provide funding for the construction of a new culvert>>>. In accordance with 

Section 101(d)(6)(B) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 

302706(b)), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter 

serves as notification of the proposed action. This consultation is being sent to the Delaware Nation, 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Mohawk Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community Band of Mohicans. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with Platte 

Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached maps for exact 

project location. 

 

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional drilling. 

Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” corrugated metal pipe 

culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for the project to avoid conventional 

open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, and significant disturbance of the 

streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and not cost-effective.  

 

GOSR is completing an environmental review for this project pursuant to HUD NEPA regulations. 

GOSR has initiated consultation with SHPO and no comments have been received to date. If the Area of 

Potential Effect encompasses historic properties of religious or cultural significance to your Tribe, 

please respond within 30 days or sooner. Additionally, please indicate if there are other sources of 



 
 

 

information or other parties, Nations, Tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in 

the consultation process. Please respond by email or in writing to the address listed below. 

 

Ms. Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director, Bureau of Environmental Services 

New York State Homes & Community Renewal 

38-40 State St.,408N, Hampton Plaza 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this request, please feel free to 

contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lori A. Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 

Enclosures: 

Figure 1: Project Location 

 

Electronic letter sent to: 

Arnold Printup 

Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, THPO 

412 State Route 37 

Akwesasne, NY 13655 







 
 

 

December 9, 2016 
 

Kerry Holton, President 

Delaware Nation 

P.O. Box 825 

Anadarko, OK 73005 

 

Re:  Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear Kerry Holton: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) is acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (“CDBG-

DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”). GOSR is 

the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review procedures set forth in 24 CFR 

Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the enclosed project information and inviting this 

discussion with your Nation to respond with any concerns or comments. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case-by case 

basis. GOSR proposes to provide funding for the construction of a new culvert>>>. In accordance with 

Section 101(d)(6)(B) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 

302706(b)), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter 

serves as notification of the proposed action. This consultation is being sent to the Delaware Nation, 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Mohawk Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community Band of Mohicans. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with Platte 

Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached maps for exact 

project location. 

 

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional drilling. 

Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” corrugated metal pipe 

culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for the project to avoid conventional 

open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, and significant disturbance of the 

streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and not cost-effective.  

 

GOSR is completing an environmental review for this project pursuant to HUD NEPA regulations. 

GOSR has initiated consultation with SHPO and no comments have been received to date. If the Area of 

Potential Effect encompasses historic properties of religious or cultural significance to your Nation, 

please respond within 30 days or sooner. Additionally, please indicate if there are other sources of 



 
 

 

information or other parties, Nations, Tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in 

the consultation process. Please respond by email or in writing to the address listed below. 

 

Ms. Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director, Bureau of Environmental Services 

New York State Homes & Community Renewal 

38-40 State St.,408N, Hampton Plaza 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this request, please feel free to 

contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lori A. Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 

Enclosures: 

Figure 1: Project Location 

 

Electronic letter sent to: 

Nekole Alligood, Cultural Preservation Director 

Delaware Nation 

P.O. Box 825 

Anadarko, OK 73005 







 
 

 

December 9, 2016 
 

Chet Brooks, Chief 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Delaware Tribal Headquarters 

5100 Tuxedo Blvd 

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

 

Re:  Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear Chief Chet Brooks: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) is acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (“CDBG-

DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”). GOSR is 

the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review procedures set forth in 24 CFR 

Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the enclosed project information and inviting this 

discussion with your Tribe to respond with any concerns or comments. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case-by case 

basis. GOSR proposes to provide funding for the construction of a new culvert>>>. In accordance with 

Section 101(d)(6)(B) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 

302706(b)), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter 

serves as notification of the proposed action. This consultation is being sent to the Delaware Nation, 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Mohawk Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community Band of Mohicans. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with Platte 

Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached maps for exact 

project location. 

 

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional drilling. 

Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” corrugated metal pipe 

culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for the project to avoid conventional 

open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, and significant disturbance of the 

streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and not cost-effective.  

 

GOSR is completing an environmental review for this project pursuant to HUD NEPA regulations. 

GOSR has initiated consultation with SHPO and no comments have been received to date. If the Area of 

Potential Effect encompasses historic properties of religious or cultural significance to your Tribe, 

please respond within 30 days or sooner. Additionally, please indicate if there are other sources of 



 
 

 

information or other parties, Nations, Tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in 

the consultation process. Please respond by email or in writing to the address listed below. 

 

Ms. Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director, Bureau of Environmental Services 

New York State Homes & Community Renewal 

38-40 State St.,408N, Hampton Plaza 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this request, please feel free to 

contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lori A. Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 

Enclosures: 

Figure 1: Project Location 

 

Electronic letter sent to: 

Susan Bachor 

Delaware Tribe of Indians Historic Preservation Representative 

P.O. Box 64 

Pocono Lake, PA 73005 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 14, 2016 

 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment  
Att: Lori Shirley 

25 Beaver St. 

New York, NY 10004 
 

Re: Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town 

of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 
 

Ms. Shirley, 

 

Thank you for sending the Delaware Tribe additional information regarding the above 

referenced project.  Our review indicates that there could be culturally significant areas 

within the proposed project area.  We request a Phase I survey be performed with 

subsurface testing or evidence showing the area of prior disturbance. 

  

In the event a concentration of artifacts and/or in the unlikely event any human remains 

are accidentally unearthed during the project that all work is halted until the Delaware 

Tribe of Indians is informed of the inadvertent discovery and a qualified archaeologist 

can evaluate the find.   

 

We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to working together on our shared 

interests in preserving Delaware cultural heritage. If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact this office by phone at (610) 761-7452 or by e-mail at 

temple@delawaretribe.org..   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Susan Bachor 

Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representative 

Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representatives 

P.O. Box 64 

Pocono Lake, PA 18347 

temple@delawaretribe.org 

mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

I. INTRODUCTION/PROJECT INFORMATION 

The proposed undertaking is known as the Platte Clove Culvert Improvements project 
located in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York.  The Town of Saugerties is 
proposing to replace two inadequately-sized culverts at Platte Clove Road.  The area of 
potential effect (APE) consists of two discontiguous areas bisected by Platte Clove Road.  
The APE encompasses approximately 974.6 square (sq) meter (m) (10,490 sq feet (ft) or 
0.24 acres (ac)).  The project is being conducted for the Governor’s Office of Storm 
Recovery (GOSR). 
 
Platte Clove Road is a two-lane Town road that provides access between West Saugerties 
and Tannersville.  An unnamed tributary of Plattekill Creek crosses under Platte Clove Road 
approximately 0.5 miles northwest of the intersection of Platte Clove Road and Manorville 
Road.  The tributary flows through two stacked twenty-four-inch diameter corrugated metal 
culverts approximately 22 feet long.  The culverts are partially collapsed with the inlets 
buried, resulting in temporary ponding of water upstream of the Platte Clove Road 
embankment. The inlet of the lower 24-inch culvert is completely blocked by soils, sediment 
and debris, which has accumulated at the toe of the road embankment.  The inlet of the 
upper 24-inch culvert is open but deteriorated to the point of being ineffective to convey 
water properly, causing infiltration of stormwater through the supporting structure. 
 
The Town proposes to replace the two existing 24-inch corrugated metal pipe culverts with a 
single 60-inch metal pipe. The new culvert will be installed by trenchless directional drilling. 
The directional drilling process will involve the drilling of an initial pilot hole.  The new culvert 
will be installed close to the north side of the existing culverts. A precast concrete headwall, 
or equivalent, will be constructed on the inlet side of the replacement culvert and a trash 
rack installed. New riprap will be placed at both the inlet and outlet of the new culvert.  The 
old culverts will be filled and left in place. Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and 
restored with a vegetative cover on the streambanks. There will be no excavation of the 
existing road.  
 
In a letter dated December 14, 2016, the Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation 
Representative (Delaware) requested that a Phase I Survey be performed with subsurface 
testing or evidence showing the area of prior disturbance.  In a subsequent email dated 
August 3, 2018, the Delaware further requested that archaeological testing be conducted 
due to the presence of significant cultural materials that were found just downstream from 
the project area (Appendix I).   
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

II. METHODOLOGY  
 
Field work will begin with a ground surface inspection of the APE for the purpose of defining 
any surface evidence of archaeological sites and to note any impact to the archaeological 
integrity of the APE.  
 
In potentially undisturbed areas of less than 15 percent slopes where ground surface visibility 
is not adequate for surface collection, the hand excavation of .5 by .5 m shovel test probes 
(STPs) will be conducted at 15 m intervals.  Once sterile subsoil is reached, a minimum of an 
additional 10 centimeters (cm) of subsoil will be excavated to confirm the natural stratigraphy of 
the horizon. 
 
All subsurface tests will be numbered sequentially, and soil profiles will be cleaned and 
documented by a pedological description.  All hand excavated soils were screened through 
quarter-in hardware mesh and returned to original ground surface condition.   
 

III. RESULTS  

On August 15, 2018, surface inspection and subsurface archaeological testing were 
conducted for the Platte Clove Culvert Improvements project.  The project area is 
topographically situated on a steep ravine characterized by deciduous woodlands.  The 
majority of the APE contains an unnamed tributary of Plattekill Creek that forms a narrow 
stream channel at the bottom of the ravine extending to the wall of the bank on both sides.  
The APE has been disturbed by the existing road right-of-way (ROW).   
 

A total of three STPs were hand-excavated in potentially undisturbed areas on less than 15 
percent slope within the APE, including two STPs on the east side of Platte Clove Road and 
one STP on the west side (Figures 1 and 2; Photos 1 to 8).  All three STPs were negative 
for culturally modified material; therefore, no further testing was completed.   
 
Soil profiles on the east side of Platte Clove Road near the stream consisted of 49 cm of 
light brown gravelly silt loam over bedrock.  Profiles west of the road consisted of 15 cm of 
dark brown gravelly silt loam over 13 cm of light brown gravely silt loam over bedrock.  

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

During the Phase I subsurface archaeological testing of the Platte Clove Culvert 
Improvements project, there were no discoveries of human remains, funerary objects, 
sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony; therefore, no further archaeological survey 
is recommended.     
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7 
Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

  
Photo 1: General view of the eastern portion of the APE, looking northeast from Platte 
Clove Road indicating the ravine 

  
Photo 2: General view of the eastern portion of the APE, looking northeast from Platte 
Clove Road indicating unnamed tributary of Plattekill Creek 
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

 
Photo 3: General view of the eastern portion of the APE, looking north from the 
southern bank  

 
Photo 4: General view of the western portion of the APE, looking north to Platte Clove 
Road 
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

 
Photo 5: General view of the western portion of the APE, looking south from Platte 
Clove Road 
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

 
Photo 6: General location of STP 1-1, looking north 
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Christine Davis Consultants, Inc.: End of Field Letter 

Platte Clove Culvert, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York  
 
 

 

 
Photo 7: General location of STP 1-2, looking north 

 
Photo 8: General location of STP 1-3, looking south 
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December 14, 2016 

 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment  
Att: Lori Shirley 

25 Beaver St. 

New York, NY 10004 
 

Re: Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town 

of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 
 

Ms. Shirley, 

 

Thank you for sending the Delaware Tribe additional information regarding the above 

referenced project.  Our review indicates that there could be culturally significant areas 

within the proposed project area.  We request a Phase I survey be performed with 

subsurface testing or evidence showing the area of prior disturbance. 

  

In the event a concentration of artifacts and/or in the unlikely event any human remains 

are accidentally unearthed during the project that all work is halted until the Delaware 

Tribe of Indians is informed of the inadvertent discovery and a qualified archaeologist 

can evaluate the find.   

 

We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to working together on our shared 

interests in preserving Delaware cultural heritage. If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact this office by phone at (610) 761-7452 or by e-mail at 

temple@delawaretribe.org..   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Susan Bachor 

Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representative 

Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representatives 

P.O. Box 64 

Pocono Lake, PA 18347 

temple@delawaretribe.org 

mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
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Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR)

From: Eastern Historic Preservation <temple@delawaretribe.org>
Sent: Friday, August 24, 2018 10:01 AM
To: Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR)
Subject: Re: Platte Cove

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or 

unexpected emails. 

Hi, Lori.  
Yes, I did review and the project is clear for construction.  Thank you for your cooperation and shared concern. 
Susan Bachor, M.A. 
Archaeologist 
Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation  
P.O. Box 64 
Pocono Lake, PA 18347 
sbachor@delawaretribe.org 
 
This electronic message contains information from the Delaware Tribe of Indians that may be confidential, 
privileged or proprietary in nature. The information is intended solely for the specific use of the individual or 
entity to which this is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that any 
use, distribution, copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you received this 
message in error, please notify the sender then delete this message. 
 
 

From: "Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR)" <Lori.Shirley@nyshcr.org>  
To: Eastern Historic Preservation <temple@delawaretribe.org>  
Sent: 8/23/2018 2:08 PM  
Subject: FW: Platte Cove  

Hi Susan, 
I just wanted to follow up with you to see if you’ve had a chance to look this over yet. 
We’re hoping to complete the Environmental Assessment and publish the FONSI next Thursday, in order to complete 
this project before the snow flies this fall.  
Thank you! 
Lori   
  

From: Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR)  
Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 9:59 AM 
To: Eastern Historic Preservation <temple@delawaretribe.org> 
Cc: Herter, Nancy (PARKS) <Nancy.Herter@parks.ny.gov>; Lloyd, Timothy (PARKS) <Timothy.Lloyd@parks.ny.gov>; 
Jarman, Clifford (Clifford.Jarman@tetratech.com) <Clifford.Jarman@tetratech.com>; Blankenship, Bill 
(wblankenship@hga‐llc.com) (wblankenship@hga‐llc.com) <wblankenship@hga‐llc.com>; Mierisch, Kristofer 
<KMierisch@tectonicengineering.com> 
Subject: FW: Platte Cove  
  
Good morning, Susan, 
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Attached is the Phase 1 Survey Report for the Platte Clove Culvert project in Saugerties, New York.  No cultural 
materials were discovered. 
  
I should add that the area where drilling will occur and the culvert will be placed is a manmade earthwork across the 
ravine built to support the road. According to the Town Historian, the existing culvert system was built by the CCC in 
the 1930s. 
  
Thank you, and please let me know if you have any questions. 
  
Lori 
  
Lori A. Shirley 
Director, Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
New York State Homes & Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street, Albany, NY 12207 
Office: (518) 474-0755 l Cell: (917) 446-2281  l Lori.Shirley@nyshcr.org 
www.stormrecovery.ny.gov 
  

From: Mierisch, Kristofer [mailto:KMierisch@tectonicengineering.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 5:47 PM 
To: Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR) <Lori.Shirley@nyshcr.org> 
Subject: RE: Platte Cove  
  

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or 

unexpected emails. 

Hi Lori, 
  
Attached please find the report for Phase 1 archaeological testing for the Platte Cove Culvert Improvements Project.  
  
The Area of Potential Effect was not very testable, as you know it was mostly slope, rock and fill. But we did what we 
could to ensure that there were no cultural materials endangered by the project. This involved a thorough visual 
inspection as well as shovel testing where conditions allowed.  
  
No cultural materials were noted, and we are recommending no further work.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  
  
Thanks again! 
  
  

Kristofer Mierisch RPA 
Sr. Environmental Analyst/CRM Specialist 
T 845.534.5959 C 845.275.7028 F 845.534.5999 
kmierisch@tectonicengineering.com 
  
  



 
 

 

December 9, 2016 
 

Shannon Holsey, President 

Stockbridge-Munsee Community, Band of the Mohicans 

N8476 Moh He Con Nuck Road 

Bowler, WI 54416 

 

Re:  Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear President Shannon Holsey: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) is acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (“CDBG-

DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”). GOSR is 

the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review procedures set forth in 24 CFR 

Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the enclosed project information and inviting this 

discussion with your Community to respond with any concerns or comments. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case-by case 

basis. GOSR proposes to provide funding for the construction of a new culvert>>>. In accordance with 

Section 101(d)(6)(B) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 

302706(b)), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter 

serves as notification of the proposed action. This consultation is being sent to the Delaware Nation, 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Mohawk Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community Band of Mohicans. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with Platte 

Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached maps for exact 

project location. 

 

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional drilling. 

Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” corrugated metal pipe 

culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for the project to avoid conventional 

open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, and significant disturbance of the 

streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and not cost-effective.  

 

GOSR is completing an environmental review for this project pursuant to HUD NEPA regulations. 

GOSR has initiated consultation with SHPO and no comments have been received to date. If the Area of 

Potential Effect encompasses historic properties of religious or cultural significance to your Community, 

please respond within 30 days or sooner. Additionally, please indicate if there are other sources of 



 
 

 

information or other parties, Nations, Tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in 

the consultation process. Please respond by email or in writing to the address listed below. 

 

Ms. Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director, Bureau of Environmental Services 

New York State Homes & Community Renewal 

38-40 State St.,408N, Hampton Plaza 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this request, please feel free to 

contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lori A. Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 

Enclosures: 

Figure 1: Project Location 

 

Electronic letter sent to: 

Bonney Hartley 

THPO, New York Office 

Stockbridge-Munsee Community, Band of the Mohicans 

65 1st Street 

Troy, NY 12180 







From: Bonney Hartley
To: Barthelme, Mary (STORMRECOVERY)
Subject: RE: Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties, Ulster County,

New York
Date: Thursday, December 29, 2016 12:25:11 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Mary:

I have completed review of the Platte Clove Culvert project. On behalf of Stockbridge-Munsee
Community, we do not know of cultural sites in this location and do not have significant cultural
resource concerns with the project as planned. If the project plans significantly change and
trenchless directional drilling is no longer the method, please let me know.
 
Also, as always, should any cultural materials be discovered during construction we request that the
work is stopped and that we receive immediate notice.

Best,
Bonney
 
Bonney Hartley
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Tribal  Historic Preservation
New York Office
65 1st Street
Troy, NY 12180
(518) 244-3164  
Bonney.Hartley@mohican-nsn.gov
www.mohican-nsn.gov
 
 
 

From: Barthelme, Mary (STORMRECOVERY) [mailto:Mary.Barthelme@stormrecovery.ny.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2016 4:47 PM
To: Bonney Hartley
Cc: Shirley, Lori (NYSHCR)
Subject: Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of Saugerties,
Ulster County, New York
 
Dear Bonney,
 
Please see the attached consultation for the above-mentioned project.
 
A hard copy is being sent today by mail. Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Mary Barthelme

mailto:Bonney.Hartley@mohican-nsn.gov
mailto:Mary.Barthelme@stormrecovery.ny.gov
mailto:Bonney.Hartley@mohican-nsn.gov
http://www.mohican-nsn.gov/


 
 
Mary Barthelme
Environmental and Historic Preservation Specialist
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 1224, Albany NY 12260
O: (518) 473-0154 l C: (646) 706-6748 l F: (518) 474-6102 l
Mary.Barthelme@stormrecovery.ny.gov
www.stormrecovery.ny.gov
 
This email and any attachments to it are intended only for the identified recipients as Draft & Confidential. It may contain
proprietary or otherwise legally protected information of GOSR. Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete or otherwise destroy
the email and all attachments immediately

 

mailto:Mary.Barthelme@stormrecovery.ny.gov
http://www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/


 
 

 

December 9, 2016 
 

Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs 

Of Haudenosaunee Six Nations Confederacy 

Akwesasne Territory Box 336 

Via Rooseveltown, NY 13683-0366 

 

Re:  Section 106 Compliance for Platte Clove Culvert Improvements Project, Town of 

Saugerties, Ulster County, New York 

 

Dear Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs: 

 

Pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-2) and the Housing and 

Community Development Act (42 U.S.C. § 5301 et seq.), the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) is acting under the auspices of New York State Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation as a recipient of Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (“CDBG-

DR”) funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”). GOSR is 

the entity responsible for compliance with the HUD environmental review procedures set forth in 24 CFR 

Part 58. GOSR is acting on behalf of HUD in providing the enclosed project information and inviting this 

discussion with your Nation to respond with any concerns or comments. 

 

GOSR processes environmental reviews for projects funded with HUD CDBG-DR on a case-by case 

basis. GOSR proposes to provide funding for the construction of a new culvert>>>. In accordance with 

Section 101(d)(6)(B) of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 

302706(b)), and its implementing regulations, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, this letter 

serves as notification of the proposed action. This consultation is being sent to the Delaware Nation, 

Delaware Tribe of Indians, Mohawk Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community Band of Mohicans. 

 

Area of Potential Effect: This culvert is located on Platte Clove Road near the intersection with Platte 

Clove Terrace in the Town of Saugerties, Ulster County, New York. Please the attached maps for exact 

project location. 

 

Project Description: The proposed project includes scope that will utilize trenchless directional drilling. 

Pending verification through H&H studies, it is anticipated that the two existing 24” corrugated metal pipe 

culverts will be replaced with a single 60” metal pipe.  This will allow for the project to avoid conventional 

open-cut excavation, closure of the road for an extended period, and significant disturbance of the 

streambed, which would make implementation unfeasible and not cost-effective.  

 

GOSR is completing an environmental review for this project pursuant to HUD NEPA regulations. 

GOSR has initiated consultation with SHPO and no comments have been received to date. If the Area of 

Potential Effect encompasses historic properties of religious or cultural significance to your Nation, 

please respond within 30 days or sooner. Additionally, please indicate if there are other sources of 



 
 

 

information or other parties, Nations, Tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in 

the consultation process. Please respond by email or in writing to the address listed below. 

 

Ms. Lori Shirley 

Deputy Director, Bureau of Environmental Services 

New York State Homes & Community Renewal 

38-40 State St.,408N, Hampton Plaza 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this request, please feel free to 

contact me at (518) 474-0755 or via email at lori.shirley@nyshcr.org. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lori A. Shirley 

Deputy Director 

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

 

Enclosures: 

Figure 1: Project Location 

 







 

APPENDIX F 
WETLANDS 
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JOINT APPLICATION FORM 
For Permits for activities activities affecting streams, waterways, waterbodies, wetlands, coastal areas, sources of water, 
and endangered and threatened species. 
You must separately apply for and obtain Permits from each involved agency before starting work. Please read 
all instructions.  

1. Applications To:
 >NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Check here to confirm you sent this form to NYSDEC. 

Check all permits that apply: Dams and Impound- 
ment Structures
401 Water Quality 
Certification 

Freshwater Wetlands 

Tidal Wetlands 
Wild, Scenic and 
Recreational Rivers
Coastal Erosion 
Management  

Water Withdrawal 
Long Island Well 
Incidental Take of 
Endangered / 
Threatened Species 

Stream Disturbance 

Excavation and Fill in 
Navigable Waters
Docks, Moorings or 
Platforms 

>US Army Corps of Engineers Check here to confirm you sent this form to USACE. 
Check all permits that apply: Section 404 Clean Water Act Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Act 
Is the project Federally funded? Yes No 

If yes, name of Federal Agency:  
General Permit Type(s), if known:  
Preconstruction Notification: Yes No 

>NYS Office of General Services Check here to confirm you sent this form to NYSOGS. 
Check all permits that apply: 

State Owned Lands Under Water 
Utility Easement (pipelines, conduits, cables, etc.) Docks, Moorings or Platforms 

>NYS Department of State Check here to confirm you sent this form to NYSDOS. 
Check if this applies: Coastal Consistency Concurrence 

2. Name of Applicant Taxpayer ID (if applicant is NOT an individual) 

Mailing Address Post Office / City State Zip 

Telephone Email 
Applicant Must be (check all that apply): Owner Operator Lessee 

3. Name of Property Owner (if different than Applicant)

Mailing Address Post Office / City State Zip 

Telephone Email 

For Agency Use Only Agency Application Number: 

JOINT APPLICATION FORM     08/16 Page 1 of 4 



JOINT APPLICATION FORM – Continued.  Submit this completed page as part of your Application. 
4. Name of Contact / Agent

Mailing Address Post Office / City State Zip 

Telephone Email 

5. Project / Facility Name Property Tax Map Section / Block / Lot Number: 

Project Street Address, if applicable Post Office / City State Zip 
NY 

Provide directions and distances to roads, intersections, bridges and bodies of water 

Town Village City County Stream/Waterbody Name 

Project Location Coordinates: Enter Latitude and Longitude in degrees, minutes, seconds: 
Latitude:  °  '  " Longitude:  ° ' " 

6. Project Description:  Provide the following information about your project. Continue each response and provide
any additional information on other pages. Attach plans on separate pages. 
a. Purpose of the proposed project:

b. Description of current site conditions:

c. Proposed site changes:

d. Type of structures and fill materials to be installed, and quantity of materials to be used (e.g., square feet of
coverage, cubic yards of fill material, structures below ordinary/mean high water, etc.):

e. Area of excavation or dredging, volume of material to be removed, location of dredged material placement:

f. Is tree cutting or clearing proposed? Yes   If Yes, explain below. No  
Timing of the proposed cutting or clearing (month/year):
Number of trees to be cut: Acreage of trees to be cleared: 

JOINT APPLICATION FORM     08/16 Page 2 of 4 



JOINT APPLICATION FORM – Continued.  Submit this completed page as part of your Application. 

g. Work methods and type of equipment to be used:

h. Describe the planned sequence of activities:

i. Pollution control methods and other actions proposed to mitigate environmental impacts:

j. Erosion and silt control methods that will be used to prevent water quality impacts:

k. Alternatives considered to avoid regulated areas. If no feasible alternatives exist, explain how the project will
minimize impacts:

l. Proposed use: Private Public Commercial 
m. Proposed Start Date:   Estimated Completion Date: 
n. Has work begun on project? Yes   If Yes, explain below. No   

o. Will project occupy Federal, State, or Municipal Land? Yes   If Yes, explain below. No 

p. List any previous DEC, USACE, OGS or DOS Permit / Application numbers for activities at this location:

q. Will this project require additional Federal, State, or Local authorizations, including zoning changes?
Yes   If Yes, list below. No 

JOINT APPLICATION FORM     08/16 Page 3 of 4 





SUMMARY OF 5-STEP FLOODPLAIN AND WETLANDS ANALYSIS FOR THE 

PLATTE CLOVE IMPROVEMENTS 

TOWN OF SAUGERTIES 

ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant – 
Disaster Recovery 

Lori A. Shirley – Certifying Environmental Officer 

August 2018 

Below is a summary of the analysis conducted in accordance with 24 CFR Part 55 (Floodplain 
Management and Protection of Wetlands) and Executive Orders 11988 (Floodplain 
Management) and 11990 (Protection of Wetlands).  

Pursuant to 24 CFR §55.12(a)(4), steps 2, 3, and 7 of the 8-step process for floodplain 
management and protection of wetlands does not apply to projects involving the improvement 
of existing nonresidential buildings and structures, in communities that are in the Regular 
Program of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and are in good standing, provided 
that the action does not meet the thresholds for substantial improvement” under §55.2(b)(10) 
and that the footprint of the structure and paved areas is not significantly increased. The Town 
of Saugerties is proposing replace two inadequately sized culverts at Platte Clove Road between 
West Saugerties and Tannersville, Ulster County, NY (Figures 1 and 2). The proposed project 
involves replace the two existing 24-inch corrugated metal pipe culverts with a single 48-inch 
metal pipe (Figure 3). The new culvert will be installed by trenchless directional drilling. The 
Project will include the construction of a 10-foot-wide temporary access road from Platte Clove 
Road running north over the existing culverts, turn to the northeast along the north stream bank 
to point 100 feet upstream of Platt Clove Road (Figure 4). A 14-foot by 30-foot flat drill pad 
area will be excavated in the stream bed on the east side of Platte Clove Road. A precast 
concrete headwall, or equivalent, will be constructed on the inlet side of the replacement culvert 
and a trash rack installed. New riprap will be placed at both the inlet and outlet of the new 
culvert. The stacked stone headwall on the downstream side of the replacement culvert will be 
repointed as necessary to secure any loose stones. The old culverts will be filled and left in 
place. Disturbed stream areas will be regraded and restored with a vegetative cover on the 
streambanks.  

Step 1: Determine if the proposed action is in a 100-year floodplain and wetlands.

The Project site does not fall within the mapped Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) Zone AE 
(the 100-year floodplain), as shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Community Panel Numbers 36111C0285E, effective on 
September 25 3, 2009. (See the attached Figure 5). 

Less than 0.10 acres of the 0.16 acres that be disturbed would be within the streambed. The 
stream, an unnamed tributary of Plattekill Creek is a National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) 
wetland area, (riverine, R3UBH) (see the attached Figure 6).



This 5-step analysis is provided for this project site as an improvement of existing 
nonresidential buildings and structures that does not meet the thresholds for “substantial 
improvement” under §55.2(b)(10) and where the footprint of the structure and paved areas is 
not significantly increased.  

Step 4: Identify and describe the proposed action’s direct and indirect effects associated 
with occupying or modifying the floodplain and wetlands.  

The existing pipe culverts under Platte Clove Road will be replaced with a 48-inch diameter 
steel culvert. The total length of the proposed culvert will be approximately 106 feet. This will 
allow the stream to flow without restriction, caused by the blockages in the existing undersized 
culverts. The Project is not within the floodplain. 

The Project will disturb less than one acre of the streambed at the Project site. The new culvert 
at Platt Clove Road would temporarily disturb the freshwater riverine streambed upstream and 
downstream of the road crossing. The stream channel on either side of Platt Clove Road is 
classified as a riverine upper perennial unconsolidated bottom cobble-gravel (R3UBH) system. 
No wetlands have been delineated surrounding the stream.  

At the Project location, the unnamed tributary is designated as a class A waterbody by 
NYSDEC and subject to NYSDEC regulations pursuant to Article 15 (Protection of Water) and 
subsequent Stream Crossing Guidelines and Best Management Practices. The Project area 
encompasses a perennial water body with an indirect nexus to Traditionally Navigable Waters 
of the United States and are jurisdictional and subject to regulation by the USACE under section 
404(d) of the Clean Water Act and NYSDEC under Section 401(d) of the Clean Water Act. A 
joint application to NYSDEC and the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for a permit to 
undertake activities affecting streams, waterways, water bodies, wetlands, coastal areas and 
sources of water withdrawal has been submitted for the Project. The Project will abide by all 
conditions set forth in this permit. Once the culverts have been replaced, the streambed area 
will be restored.  

Best management practices during construction would minimize disturbance of the waterbody 
by equipment, site runoff, sedimentation, or other construction activities. This would not result 
in permanent adverse effects on the natural and beneficial values of the waterbody or lives and 
property. There will be no increase in impervious surfaces that would have a long-term effect 
the waterbody as a result of the Project.  

Step 5: Identify methods to minimize the potential adverse impacts within a floodplain and 
wetlands to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values. 

The short-term impacts during construction would be mitigated by best management practices 
for debris, dust, and erosion control during construction activities. Best management practices 
during construction would ensure that disturbance of the waterbody by equipment, site runoff, 
sedimentation, or other construction activities would be minimized.  

Prior to construction, the appropriate permits would be obtained in accordance with NYSDEC 
stormwater discharge from construction activities regulations and Sections 404 and 401 of the 
Clean Water Act. A stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) would be prepared for the 
Project. It will describe the use of best management practices to control runoff during 
construction, which would mitigate any temporary effects on this waterbody. No changes in 
land use or impervious surface would occur as a result of the Project that would affect the 



waterbody in the long term. Once the culverts have been replaced, the streambed will be 
restored. No long-term effects to the function or beneficial values of the streambed are 
anticipated because of the Project.  

Step 6: Reevaluate the proposed action to determine if it is still practicable given its 
floodplain and wetland effects. 

Neither the designed improvements nor Project construction would adversely affect the natural 
and beneficial streambed values or lives and property, particularly with the respect to the 
beneficial increase in the community’s resiliency.  

Implementing this project would will allow the stream to flow without restriction, caused by 
frequent backups of the undersized and blocked culverts. The Project would prevent the types 
of damage that forced the temporary closure of the road.  

As a result, the proposed action is still practicable.  



Figure 1. Project Location

Project Location 



Figure 2. Project Area



Figure 3. Proposed Site and Grading Plan 



Figure 4. Temporary Access Road Plan 



Figure 5. Floodplain map 
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Figure 6. Wetlands Map 
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