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Meeting Summary 
Canarsie Planning Committee Meeting #4 

Wednesday, September 3, 2014, 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Hebrew Educational Society, 9502 Seaview Ave Brooklyn, NY 11236 

 

 

Attendance:     

Harold Jones Committee Co-chair Arana Hankin Consultant Team  
Maria Gerrett Committee Member Bill Calabrese Consultant Team 
Yosef Serebryanski Committee Member Sheryl Parker Attendee 
Avrohom Hecht Committee Member Natasha Holman Attendee 
Molly Griffith Committee Member Delores Washington Attendee   
David Louis  Non-Voting Committee Member David Phillip Attendee 
Kate Dineen NYS GOSR Shirlee Ogir Jrue Attendee 
Chelsea Muller NYS GOSR  
    
 

Agenda Item: Introduction/Review List of Strategies  Presenter: General discussion 

Summary of Discussion:   

• Meeting opened with a review of the strategies developed at the last meeting, making the explicit 
connection between strategies, needs, and opportunities (some of which have been added by the planning 
team and presented for Committee approval) 

• The following opportunities and strategies are organized around the needs 
o Need: Flood protection 

 Opportunities 
• NYC DPR restoration of Paerdegat Basin 
• USACE identification of Fresh Creek 

 Strategies 
• Address existing vulnerabilities from coastal flooding 
• Use natural systems to enhance ecosystems and community health  

o Need: More resilient water management, power, and communications 
 Opportunities 

• Large green recreational spaces in Canarsie 
• NYC DPR tree removal program 
• Local resilient sources of power on market 

 Strategies 
• Improve wastewater and stormwater management 
• Improve and augment power and communications in time of emergency 

o Need: Increased economic vibrancy and recreational amenities 
 Opportunities 

• Big box store serving as destination retail 
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o Committee members point out additional new retail along Gateway mall, 
which will include some housing, with the potential to bring additional 
shoppers through Canarsie 

o Additional point made that job agreements for this new retail was done 
along Community Board boundaries, meaning some people from northern 
Canarsie (in CB 18) do not have access to the jobs reserved for 
Community members (in CB 5), even if they live only a few blocks away.   

• A number of recreational assets to attract visitors  
• Better programmed public spaces can fuel retail 
• An active merchants association 
• Resiliency projects which can create new jobs for residents 

 Strategies  
• Activate and enhance access along the shoreline 
• Strengthen economic corridors and create jobs 

o Need: Effective emergency management planning and response 
 Opportunities 

• Augment existing NYC CERT w/local youth 
o Committee mentions this could become a paid “Canarsie  

Youth Corps” taking on Community projects such as cleaning sewer drains  
o Some precedents exist locally through churches 

 Strategies 
• Build knowledge and access to environmental sustainability and local foods, self-

reliance, and ecology 
• Build and coordinate local capacity for emergency response 
• Leverage existing assets to bolster the Community’s response day-to-day 
• Engage youth in building a more resilient community 
• Improve access to comprehensive health services 

o Large former FedEx shipping facility at 108th and Stanley near the L-
train stop has closed, which could tie a few of these strategies together 
and house a relief center  

o Need: Greener, safer streets and improved connectivity 
 Opportunities 

• Growing network of block associations 
• NYC Vision Zero initiative 
• NYC DOT Jamaica Bay Greenway project 
• NYC DOT identified Flatlands Ave for potential BRT expansion 

 Strategies 
• Improve safety and security of Canarsie 

o Potential to identify areas where lighting is needed 
• Improve access between residents and economic and natural resources 

o Need: Informed homeowners 
 Opportunity 
 Many citywide non-profits working with local CBOs to educate homeowners 
 Strategy 

• Make homes more physically and financially resilient 
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• Some strategies presented at this meeting are slightly different from list compiled at last Committee 
Meeting 

o Planning team summarizes the condensed and merged strategies 
 Merging “address existing vulnerabilities from coastal flooding” and “use natural systems 

to enhance ecosystems and community health”  
• New strategy: Address existing and future vulnerabilities from coastal flooding, 

using natural systems when possible 
• Committee agrees to merge 

 Merging: “build knowledge and access to environmental sustainability, local foods, self-
reliance, ecology,” “build and coordinate local capacity for emergency response,” and 
“leverage existing assets to bolster the Community's response day-to-day” 

• New version: “Build and coordinate local capacity for emergency response, 
leveraging existing assets where possible, to create a self-reliant, sustainable 
Community” 

• Committee agrees to merge 
 Editing “improve and augment power and communications in time of emergency” 

• New version: “Integrate alternative power sources and harden existing  power 
sources” 

• Committee agrees to edit  
 Editing “improve access between residents and resources” 

• New version: “improve access between residents and economic and natural 
resources”  

• Committee agrees to edit  

 

Agenda Item: Review Boards and Approach to Public Engagement  Presenter: General discussion 

• Summary of Discussion:  
o Public engagement is on Monday, with four Committee Meetings following before the next public 

engagement 
o This engagement will be the only NYRCR public engagement meeting opportunity to weigh in 

before project ideas are submitted 
 Feedback will be prompted by specific questions within the developed strategies to solicit 

project ideas from the public 
o Co-chairs to open up meeting, followed by intro by Arana Hankin of HR&A covering the 

introduction to the program and goals for the meeting  
o Co-chairs and committee to recap and summarize feedback at the end of the meeting 
o Planning team uses strategy categories to review the content that will be displayed at the Public 

Engagement and to solicit Committee feedback 
 Coastal Protection Strategies board 

• Committee feels that it is very important to have the details about specific 
strategies and the following exercise allowing the public to site these strategies 

o Residents feel strongly about certain protections (e.g. bulkheads around 
homes), so they feel this is a good level of detail 

o Revisions to map include 
 Adding identifiers onto map  
 Removing assets dots 
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 Pulling out questions and adding these to their own board 
o Question from the Committee regarding the opinion of the engineering 

team about these strategies 
 Next Planning Committee meeting will include a complete 

presentation by the engineers about relative feasibility of 
potential coastal protection strategies in Canarsie 

• Although there is no water-based activities currently, there is a desire to add 
these to Fresh Creek, which will further inform coastal protection strategies at this 
location 

 Drainage 
• Revisions to map include:   

o Adding in legend explaining the planned sewer projects 
• Sewer system 

o Need to explain implications of combined vs. separated sewers  
 In areas where there is combined sewer, when streets flood, it 

sometimes backs up into homes 
 Can be fixed with check valve, but occasionally it does not help, 

and requires localized assessment to see effectiveness and 
consistent maintenance 

o Idea to have comment sheets to fill out for potential project sheets instead 
of form 

 Power 
• Was very dark in Canarsie with power out during Superstorm Sandy, was out for 

at least a day in most parts and light was needed 
• Planning Team has heard some hesitation from City around solar lighting 

regarding maintenance 
o As project development continues, this can be reframed more broadly to 

“emergency lighting” 
• Question about building department, and lots of buildings moving their equipment 

up into second floors 
o Team is unsure of existing government initiatives specifically, aside from 

examples of Red Hook NYCHA solar and microgrid initiatives 
o May be similar ability to leverage NYCHA buildings in Canarsie 
o There hasn’t been a lot of engagement with NYCHA, although there has 

been some committee outreach to tenant associations, who do not seem to 
want to be involved 

o GOSR agreed to reach out to NYCHA contacts to foster additional tenant 
outreach and communication 

 Canarsie Pier activation 
• Question from Committee about adding buildings  

o This may be prevented by structural issues 
• Idea proposed to make beach more amenable to recreation  
• Question about if the Pier board is too leading, and not calling out the rest of the 

shoreline 
o Committee agrees; Planning Team will change title on the board to make 

it more broadly about shoreline activation 
• Question about having another use at the pier 
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o Seasonal amenities, food carts all supported by Committee 
o Nearby, Marine Park has bike rental, very popular 

 Economic development 
• Committee supports precedents around resiliency job training for youth, and sees 

opportunity to expand this to include education around wetlands, trees, and other 
ecology 

o Precedent of “Youth Rap” and “VistaYouth” programs last summer, which 
did some cleaning over by Fresh Creek 

o Emergency Preparedness and response 
 Committee emphasizes emergency mobility needs, especially regarding gasoline 

availability 
 Question regarding  existing places (CCC or Gateway mall)  serving as a depot for 

evacuation and place to safely park cars, and whether it could be done on priority basis 
for seniors and vulnerable populations  

o Housing 
 Committee emphasizes better education needed around definitions of “substantially 

damaged,” which requires raising structures.   
o Transportation 

 Station will attempt to gather information on needs of transportation 
o Innovation station  

 Station will provide opportunity for public to weigh in on any ideas that do not fit within 
these other categories 

o Committee member questions if first issue should be drainage instead of coastal protection  
 Some discussion around the committee and disagreement about this issue 
 Agreement that both issues will be explored substantially through NY Rising process, 

regardless 
o Other comments on boards can follow by email  in time to be changed by print deadline of Friday 

AM 

 

Agenda Item: Public Engagement outreach Presenter: General discussion 

Summary of Discussion:  

• Co-chair feels that outreach is not going as well as last time 
o Less intensity, less talk, flyers not in schools, still 2,000 flyers and posters left to distribute 
o Church outreach is good and should help 
o Last time there was a tight time turnaround, but Committee did a better job overall 
o Has been good distribution on email 
o Committee members agree to take flyers and posters tonight and further tap personal networks, 

can recirculate e-blast for forwarding 
 Distribution at train station  
 Duel CB 18 email blast for both Canarsie and Southeast Brooklyn Waterfront Community 

Meetings 
o Suggestion made to better use youth as resource for future outreach 

 Hour a month or hour every two weeks and at the end of the year, there could be some 
sort of prize or reward 

 David to reach out to Raven School and other schools that Canarsie Committee has 
worked with previously for next Public Engagement 
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o Question about Jamaica Bay Science and Resilience Center meeting 
 Group is trying to coordinate and direct outreach around educational programming and 

has been convening with City, State, and US Army Corps 

 

Agenda Item: Determine Roles for the Committee Members Presenter: General discussion 

Summary of Discussion:  

• Committee assignments for boards   
o Coastal protection: Maria Gerrett 
o Drainage: Rabbi Yossi Serebryanski 
o Power: Molly Griffith 
o Shoreline Activation: Debbie Tiamfook 
o Economic Development: Emily James 
o Emergency Preparedness: David Louis/Rabbi Avrohom Hecht 
o Housing: Lucinda Clarke 
o Transportation: Joy Riley 

 


