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Meeting Summary 
Clarkstown Planning Committee Meeting 1 

July 9, 2014, 4:00 to 6:00 PM 

Clarkstown Town Hall, Room 301, New City, NY 

 

Attendance:   

Committee Members: Mark Brescher (Co-chair), Peter Noonan (Co-chair), Carol Donnelly, Michael Gach, John 

Eshoo, Luke Kalarickal, Doug Katz, Dennis Letson, Ann O’Malley, Gary Oteri 

At Large Members:  Supervisor Alex Gromack, Sabrina Greco 

Non-Committee Attendees: James Creighton (representing Joe Simoes, Town Planner)  

GOSR Regional Lead: Suzanne Barclay, Lori DuBord 

NYDOS Planners: Barbara Kendall 

Consultant Team: Nina Peek (AKRF), Elizabeth Matamoros (AKRF), Mike LaPick (ASC), Susan Rivers (Elan)  

 

Agenda Item: Welcome & Introductions Presenter: Nina Peek 

Summary of discussion: Nina Peek began the meeting with an introductory statement of the NY Rising 

Communities Reconstruction (NYRCR) Program, and introduced the Consultant Team to those in attendance. 

The Planning Committee members and other members of the audience introduced themselves with a brief 

statement about their occupation and involvement in Clarkstown. 

 

Agenda Item: Overview of NYRCR Program Presenter: Nina Peek 

Summary of discussion: Nina Peek gave an overview of the NYRCR Program by describing the goals of the 

program, specifically to “build back better.” Lori DuBord described the source of the program funding and briefly 

described the CDBG-DR program. Nina presented an overview of the components of the planning process, an 

approximate timeline, and a description of the final product. The Planning Committee members were given a 

packet with additional background information about the program, and encouraged to look at examples of past 

projects on the NYRCR website.  

 

Agenda Item: Ethics Presenter: Lori DuBord  

Summary of discussion: Lori DuBord described the expectations that the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 

(GOSR) has for committee members and requested they all read and sign the ethics agreement before the next 

meeting.  

 

Action Items Person Responsible    Due Date 
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Return ethics agreement signed    Committee Members  Next meeting (7/23) 

 

Agenda Item: Schedule and Meetings Presenter: Nina Peek 

Summary of discussion: The second Planning Committee meeting will be held July 23, at 4:00pm. The 

Committee decided to meet the second and fourth Wednesday of each month from 4:00 to 6:00pm. The first 

Public Engagement meeting will be held either Monday July 28th or Wednesday July 30th at 6pm in room 301. All 

future Planning Committee meetings will be held in the Andrew Jackson room, 313, in Town Hall. Nina and Lori 

explained that Committee members will be receiving emails before each meeting with the upcoming agenda 

and the summary from the previous meeting. Mike LaPick will also be providing the Committee with materials to 

help publicize future public engagement events. 

 

Agenda Item: Today’s Committee Input   Presenter:  Nina Peek, Committee Members 

Summary of discussion: Nina Peek led the Committee in determining a geographic scope for the Clarkstown 

NYRCR Plan to determine where the group would focus their planning efforts. The Committee decided to keep 

the Town boundary as the geographic scope as to not exclude any part of the town, although a lot of major 

storm damage and potential project ideas are focused in the areas south and east of Lake DeForest. Nina Peek 

led a discussion to identify areas that were damaged during past storms, areas that were vulnerable to future 

storm damage, and areas in critical need of protection. The Committee identified on a map of the Town, specific 

areas that experience repeated flood and wind damage from storms. The Committee also began discussing 

whether the Town’s emergency preparedness and response systems were adequate, and determined that they 

have a great system in place for emergency preparedness and response.  The Committee also discussed 

vulnerability of key assets and services. Finally, Nina introduced the concept of a vision statement and provided 

an example to the Committee. 

 

Agenda Item: Committee Homework Presenter: Project Consultant Team  

Summary of Discussion:  Nina Peek discussed the input needed from the Planning Committee and handed out 

the worksheets. Nina encouraged all members to scan and email their completed sheets or fill them out 

electronically as soon as possible. Nina requested all members to share their storm photos and to collect photos 

of storm damage from their friends and neighbors to be uploaded to the Clarkstown NYRCR WebFolders.  

 

Action Items Person Responsible    Due Date 

Provide electronic copies of worksheets    Consulting Team  July 10th 

Complete Visioning and Storm Damage Worksheets  Planning Committee  July 16th 

Provide photographs of storm damage in Webfolders   Planning Committee  July 16th 

Review Local and Regional Plans     Consulting Team  July 23th 

Prepare Geographic Scope Map     Consulting Team  July 23th 
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Decisions: It was decided that Planning Committee meetings would take place on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of every month, between 4:00 and 6:00pm in room 313 of Town Hall, located at 10 Maple Ave, New 
City, NY. 


