Meeting Summary
Clarkstown Public Engagement Meeting #1

July 30, 2014, 6 to 8 PM
Clarkstown Town Hall, Clarkstown NY

Attendance:

Planning Committee: Mark Brescher (co-chair), Carol Donnelly, Michael Gach, John Eshoo, Dennis Leston, Sgt.
Jim McCormick, Gary Oteri, & Joe Simoes

Ex-Officio: Supervisor Alexander Gromack

Attendees: Cecelia Lewis-Thomas, Midge Maier, Susan Spear, Aney Paul, Jeffrey Gertler, Jorie Sear, Dina
Schmidt, Calherbe Monek, Jaimon Joseph, Anne Pinzow, Farouk Shehada, Roland Thomas, Tony Falasca, Marty
Better, Roberta Banks, Jon Banks, Christopher Jensen, Damian Lennon, Jesse Malowitz, William Flynn, Sheila
Flynn, Broret Dahm, Maria Brumsol, Scott Milick, Debi Arbligha, Laka Luicelle, Arlene Whiteman

Press: Rockland Times
GOSR Regional Lead: Suzanne Barclay
NYSDOS State Planner: Barbara Kendall

Consultant Team: Nina Peek (AKRF), Flaam Hardy (AKRF), Elizabeth Matamoros (AKRF), Sue Rivers (Elan), Jackie
Hakes (MJ), Sarah Quandt (MJ), James Duffy (ASC) & Michael LaPick(ASC)

Agenda Item: Committee Introduction Presenter: Mark Brescher

Summary of discussion: Mark Brescher opened the meeting by introducing himself and welcoming the members
of the public. Mark discussed the progress made by the committee thus far and acknowledged each member.

Agenda Item: Welcome Presenter: Nina Peek

Summary of discussion: Nina Peek introduced the NY Rising Communities Reconstruction (NYRCR) Program, and
introduced the Consultant Team to those in attendance. She welcomed the public to the first of four NYRCR
Clarkstown Public Engagement Meetings.

Agenda Item: Program Overview/Overall Project Goals Presenter: Suzanne Barclay

Suzanne Barclay introduced elected officials in attendance, and explained the background of the NY Rising
Community Reconstruction (NYRCR) Program, a grass-roots initiative to help communities affected by
Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee build back better. Suzanne discussed the source of
the program funding. She also presented the steps of the planning process moving forward as well as the layout
and components of the NYRCR Plan and the role of the community in this process.
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Agenda Item: Project Schedule and Milestones, Report on Project Progress Presenter: Nina Peek

Summary of Discussion: Nina discussed the public engagement timeline of the NYRCR planning process and
how the public can continue to stay involved and spread the word about the program. Nina outlined the goals of
the meeting: to present the geographic scope, and to gain further input on the vision and goals, storm damage
and critical issues assessments, and asset inventory. Nina explained that the geographic scope was developed by
the Committee and would encompass the entire Town. She discussed the draft vision and goals and the purpose
they serve at the onset of the planning process. Nina outlined the six different asset classes, which include
economic, health and social services, housing, infrastructure systems , natural and cultural resources, and
socially vulnerable populations. She presented examples of each and listed some assets that the NYRCR
Committee had already identified. Nina concluded the presentation by outlining the critical issues and storm
damage areas already identified and by explaining the community break-out stations that followed.

Agenda Item: Breakout Stations Presenter: Project Team Members

Summary of Discussion: Members of the public visited each of the three breakout stations to learn more about
the project and to provide input on the vision statement, asset inventory, critical issues and storm damage. The
public could provide comments by filling out the handouts at each station, drawing on the maps, or using post-
its provided at each station and sticking them to the boards. A fourth station was setup as a “Photo Booth”
where the public could provide additional input. General information on the NYRCR Program and how to stay
involved was provided at the welcome table.

Station #1 — Vision Statement: The public was asked to fill out a worksheet to provide comments on the draft
vision statement and list of goals for the NYRCR planning process to ensure that the community’s values and
vision for the future are accurately portrayed.

Station #2 — Storm Damage & Critical Issues: Members of the public were invited to provide input on the draft
list of critical issues and areas susceptible to storm damage and flooding prepared previously by the NYRCR
Committee.

Station #3 — Asset Inventory: The public was encouraged to view the draft Clarkstown asset map and to provide
further clarification on additional assets. Attendees were also asked to assess the community value of each of
the assets listed.

Station #4 — Photo Booth: A photo booth was set up where attendees could answer one of the questions listed
below on a white board and have their photograph taken holding the board. This provided a visual
representation of the community values and vision for the future.

- One word that describes Clarkstown...
- My Vision for Clarkstown is...
- Clarkstown’s Greatest Asset Is...
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