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The National Park Service (NPS) has jurisdiction over all activities in the surface and water 
column within the park’s boundaries, regardless of land ownership (36 CFR Part 1.2). Per Public 
Law 88-587, the Act that established the Fire Island National Seashore (FINS), “The boundaries 
of the national seashore shall extend from the easterly boundary of Robert Moses State Park 
eastward to Moriches Inlet and shall include…islands and marshlands in the Great South 
Bay…and, in addition, the waters surrounding said area to distances of one thousand feet in the 
Atlantic Ocean and up to four thousand feet in Great South Bay and Moriches Bay…”

36 CFR Part 28 - Zoning Standards for FINS provides NPS oversight of all zoning and 
development, private and public, within the boundaries of Fire Island Naitonal Seashore.  Per the
federal standards, all of the communities on Fire Island are part of the Community Development
District, except two: Oakleyville and Blue Point Beach.  They are part of the Seashore District, 
and therefore subject to different federal zoning requirements.  However, they are still under the
zoning jurisdiction of the Town of Brookhaven, and are so depicted on this map.

The towns of Islip and Brookhaven own the bay bottom lands within their boundaries, with the 
exception of specific small, individually owned lots and private marinas, located at Cherry Grove, 
Ocean Bay Park and Fire Island Pines, Blue Points bottom lands, and four NPS parcels. 
Incorporated villages of Saltaire and Ocean Beach also have jurisdiction within the bay bottom 
lands within their boundaries. The incorporated village of Bellport owns Bellport Beach on Fire 
Island.

Towns have jurisdiction over all bay lands within their boundaries regardless of ownership, as 
does NYS-DEC.

Underwater land owned by NPS occurs 4 places in the bay:
 1. Fire Island Light Station Tract
 2. Two lots at east side of Clam Pond (Saltaire)
 3. Sailors Haven Marina, extending out into the bay
 4. Watch Hill Marina

New York State holds title to the Atlantic Ocean within the park boundary, but has granted full use 
and occupancy rights and ceded concurrent jurisdiction to NPS along the ocean for the entire 
lenth of the park boundary, extending out (south)1,000 feet from MHW.
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