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Rye Planning Committee
July 1, 2014 6 – 8 pm
Rye City Hall
1051 Boston Post Rd, Rye
Attendance: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rye CR Committee - Bernie Althoff (Co-chair), Mack Cunningham, Frank Gadaleta, Rex Gedney, Sara Goddard, Gregg Howells, Josh Nathan, Richard Runes, Tracy Stora, Birgit Townley
City Officials – Laura Brett, Eleanor Militana
GOSR – Kate Dineen, Dan Berkovits, Alex Breinin, Suzanne Barclay
Consultant Team - Jason Hellendrung, Alice Brown

Welcome and Introductions	Presenter: Kate Dineen
Welcome 
Introduction of GOSR staff and consultant team
· New Westchester Regional Lead: Suzanne Barclay (will be the Committee’s regular point of contact)

Old Business 	
Agenda Item: Program Overview				Presenters: Jason Hellendrung & Dan Berkovits
Program description and Timeline
Funding
· CDBG is how the federal government supports social services
· After major disasters, Congress can allocate additional CDBG-DR funding to affected states and communities
· NY received about $4.4B after Tropical Storm Lee, Hurricane Irene, and Superstorm Sandy
· $3M for project implementation was allocated to Rye
· Funding can go to economic development, infrastructure, and prevention of further damage

Action Items 	Person Responsible		Due Date
Share program overview document with the Committee	Alice			July 8




New Business 	
Agenda Item: Ethics 						Presenter: Dan Berkovits
The Committee will eventually develop a list of projects to be funded and the State needs to be aware of potential conflicts of interest described in the handbook. This will be reviewed again before voting on projects. 
Email questions to ethics@stormrecovery.ny.gov 

Action Items 	Person Responsible		Due Date
Fill out acknowledgement of receipt (last page) for Dan	Committee members		July 8
 
Agenda Item: Develop a Community Overview 			Presenter: Jason Hellendrung
Regional Plans
Storm Impacts and Heavily Affected Areas
· The community is surrounded by water
· A significant portion of the city is in the floodplain
· Three types of flooding/storm events:
· Rain events usually lead to riverine flooding along Blind Brook
· Coastal flooding usually coupled with wind events
· Combination - particularly problematic at high tide especially with a full moon
· Blind Brook flooding happens in three areas: 
· Riverine flooding north of I-95 and around the central business district from water and runoff north of the City (when the culvert under I-95 fills, the flooding from the brook rushes overland)
· Coastal flooding around the Long Island Sound and Milton Harbor
· In between (around the high school) in combination when rain events occur during high tide
· Blind Brook problems complicated by the following:
· The Blind Brook watershed begins northeast of the [Westchester County] airport
· Even if an umbrella were placed over Rye, water from north of the City would still overwhelm Blind Brook and lead to flooding
· Wind events lead to downed trees (significant component of storm damage after Superstorm Sandy)
· Causes power loss for one to two weeks
· Most people get generators
· Electrical wires downed lead to significant costs component
· Contaminated water and sewage goes into the Sound
· Many beaches were closed last summer due to hypoxia
· Safety is a major concern
· People could easily drown when stepping into a backyard during a major rain event
· Firemen walking down Mendota Avenue during major storms start in knee-high water and sink into chest high water
· Both Firehouses are susceptible to flooding
· Locust Avenue Fire House was flooded and out of service for two weeks after Irene
· Downed tree limbs fall on houses and cars, but bring electric lines with them so they can’t be cleared by residents
· Geographic areas with major impacts
· Elm Place: floods in two directions from Theodore Fremd at Blind Brook and overland from Purchase Street and parking lots
· The buildings on the west side of Purchase Street flood from the parking lots
· Indian Village
· Parts of Midland and Apawamis Avenues have been flooding since the 1970’s
· Flooding occurs near the nursery soccer field 
· Lower floor of Library floods
· Some wetlands are in developed areas
· Underground rivers flow just below the surface in some parts of the City
· Mead Pond has houses below grade. Their sewer system is undersized and it floods like a bathtub so sewage mixes with stormwater. 
· Kirby Mill Pond and Manursing Island are cut off when floods occur at high tide
· Loewen Court, Central Business District, and YMCA get flooded together
· Marina and Dock Deli flood regularly
· Milton Harbor House has many senior residents and is prone to flooding
· The 2007 Storms  (March 2nd – 3 inches, April 15th – 7 inches) 
· Were exacerbated by frozen ground and high tide – as water flowed towards the city, it couldn’t seep into the ground or go into the harbor
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 2009 study lists damage exhaustively
· Hurricane Irene was both a rain and wind event and led to flooding from all angles
· Superstorm Sandy was a severe wind event for Rye with major power outages
· Cars were smashed by trees and downed power lines
· There was less than half an inch of rain in Indian Village
· Sandy did cause notable storm surge damage as a coastal event: docks nearly came over the storm wall as the storm surge crunched them, boulders were moved by waves, Forest Avenue was boarded up and evacuated
· Beach clubs and a few homes suffered major damages from the storm surge
· New FEMA flood maps (still in draft form) are reasonably accurate for the coast but wrong about the Brook because the floodplain and the floodway are not the same
· Flooding occurs differently than what is shown on the maps because water rushes around the I-95 culvert over land doing significant damage before Blind Brook causes problems

Geographic Scope 
· The City boundaries might not be sufficient. We may need to look at more than just Rye
· Three reports indicate that damage in the 50 year and 100 year flood plains is occurring regularly
· People care more broadly about the watershed when it’s linked to sewer system overflow – if upstream flooding makes the bay too dirty for public use then inland communities start to care about it
· The map can extend beyond the Rye municipal lines (possibly as just an overlay for the map)
· It’s hard to get funding or support for projects beyond the City, but the sluice gate did have shared funding with Rye Brook and match funds from the State. Still looking for ways to optimize the sluice gate for a couple hundred thousand dollars 

Vision
· Preliminary discussion focused on the following themes
· Community and community engagement with vibrant volunteer community
· Excellent schools
· Public access to the waterfront 
· Preservation of nature and history
· Small town feel and great downtown
· Proximity to New York City and New England with road and rail access
· Environmental concern
· Concerns for the future:
· Need to reduce flooding with improved stormwater management practices
· Preserving the waterfront access, sense of community, history, and nature
· Age diversity with affordable housing options for people who want to come and stay
· Keeping downtown thriving


Action Items 	Person Responsible		Due Date
Share the following with the committee	Alice			July 8
· List of other funding options
· Examples of ways to deal with flooding

Present Case Studies on projects with co-benefits 	Jason			July 29
and mutual benefits
 
Agenda Item: Looking Ahead					Presenter		Jason Hellendrung
Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday, July 8 from 6 – 8 at City Hall
First Public Engagement Event: Tuesday, July 15 or Wednesday, July 16 at Rye Town Beach/Park if possible

Action Items 	Person Responsible		Due Date
Confirm date and location of the 1st Public Engagement	Laura			July 7
Prepare promotional materials for 1st Public Engagement	Alice			July 8
Complete the Asset Inventory worksheet	Committee Members		July 6
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