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Meeting	  Minutes	  
Rye	  Planning	  Committee	  

September	  16,	  2014,	  6pm	  –	  8pm	  
Council	  Chambers,	  City	  Hall,	  1061	  Boston	  Post	  Road,	  Rye,	  NY	  

	  

Attendance:	  	  (Members,	  Planner,	  Firm	  Representatives,	  Invited	  Guests)	  

Bernie	  Althoff,	  Holly	  Kennedy,	  Mack	  Cunningham,	  Rex	  Gedney,	  Sara	  Goddard,	  Gregg	  Howells,	  Josh	  Nathan,	  
Richard	  Runes,	  Tracy	  Stora,	  Birgit	  Townley,	  Suzanne	  Barclay,	  Ricardo	  Soto-‐Lopez,	  Alex	  Breinen,	  Jason	  
Hellendrung,	  Julia	  Carlton,	  Eleanor	  Militana,	  Fire	  Lieutenant	  Tietjen	  

Agenda	  Item	   Welcome	  &	  Introductions	   Presenter	   Bernie	  

Summary	  of	  Discussion:	  	  

Welcome	  to	  attendees,	  including	  invited	  guests,	  Fire	  Department	  Lieutenant	  Kurt	  Tietjen	  	  

Decision/Motions/Votes:	  

N/A	  

Action	  Items	  	   Person	  Responsible	   	   Due	  Date	  

N/A	  

	  

Agenda	  Item	   Review	  Public	  Engagement	  Results	   Presenter	   Jason	  

Summary	  of	  Discussion:	  	  

Jason	  presented	  the	  comprehensive	  list	  of	  community	  feedback	  from	  the	  second	  public	  engagement	  event.	  	  

Josh	  noted	  that	  he	  met	  with	  the	  Superintendent	  of	  schools,	  and	  stressed	  that	  continued	  coordination	  will	  be	  
important	  as	  the	  middle	  and	  high	  schools	  are	  a	  significant	  piece	  of	  land	  along	  Blind	  Brook’s	  watershed	  

Mack	  noted	  that	  community	  perception	  of	  high	  school	  field	  flooding	  is	  inaccurate,	  so	  it	  will	  be	  important	  to	  
specify	  which	  schools	  have	  true	  flooding	  issues.	  	  

Richard	  noted	  that	  identifying	  and	  removing	  the	  illegal	  sump	  pumps	  that	  drain	  into	  the	  sanitary	  sewers	  could	  
alleviate	  flooding	  and	  sewage	  overflow	  on	  Milton	  Road,	  as	  well	  is	  in	  other	  areas	  of	  Rye	  and	  other	  downstream	  
communities.	  	  

Decisions/Motions/Votes:	  N/A	  

	  

Action	  Items	  	   Person	  Responsible	   	   Due	  Date	  

	  N/A	  
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Agenda	  Item	   Risk	  Assessment	  Methodology	   Presenter	   Jason	  

Summary	  of	  Discussion:	  	  

Jason	  presented	  the	  risk	  assessment	  methodology,	  followed	  by	  the	  updated	  risk	  scores	  for	  the	  inventoried	  
assets.	  	  

Members	  of	  the	  committee	  voiced	  concern	  that	  certain	  highly	  valued	  community	  assets	  that	  have	  suffered	  
repeated	  flooding	  still	  have	  “low”	  or	  “moderate”	  risk	  scores.	  	  

Jason	  explained	  the	  risk	  assessment	  methodology	  is	  meant	  to	  capture	  a	  quantitative	  risk	  analysis,	  which	  is	  
coupled	  with	  a	  qualitative	  or	  more	  subjective	  reasoning	  as	  projects	  are	  chosen.	  	  

Josh	  noted	  that	  subjective	  reasons	  supporting	  projects	  should	  be	  fully	  fleshed	  out	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  support	  
for	  chosen	  projects.	  

Alex	  noted	  that	  the	  completed	  risk	  assessments	  have	  not	  previously	  been	  scrutinized	  by	  the	  state,	  and	  it	  would	  
be	  appropriate	  for	  the	  Committee	  to	  provide	  information	  reflecting	  the	  community’s	  values.	  (This	  column	  
already	  exists	  in	  the	  document	  risk	  assessment	  tables,	  though	  is	  not	  factored	  into	  the	  numeric	  risk	  score).	  	  

Decision/Motions/Votes:	  

	  

Action	  Items	  	   Person	  Responsible	   	   Due	  Date	  

Send	  current	  risk	  score	  tables	  to	  committee	   Jason	   	   	   9/17/14	  

Send	  updates	  to	  risk	  score	  tables	  to	  GOSR	   Committee	   	   	   9/24/14	  

Compile	  updates	  to	  risk	  score	  tables	   Alex	  

	  

Agenda	  Item	   Projects,	  Programs,	  Actions	   Presenter	   Jason	  &	  Julia	  

Summary	  of	  Discussion:	  	  

Presented	  project	  matrix	  from	  Round	  1	  to	  show	  Committee	  what	  kinds	  of	  information	  will	  need	  to	  be	  collected	  
for	  each	  project	  

Presented	  overview	  of	  CDBG-‐DR	  funding	  criteria,	  to	  inform	  following	  discussion	  re:	  project	  selection,	  with	  a	  
more	  comprehensive	  overview	  to	  follow	  at	  Committee	  Meeting	  #7	  

Presented	  summary	  of	  Parsons	  Brinckerhoff	  report,	  including	  suggested	  projects	  and	  expected	  mitigation.	  A	  
more	  comprehensive	  summary	  will	  be	  presented	  by	  PB	  at	  a	  City	  Council	  meeting	  

Presented	  current	  extensive	  project	  list,	  encompassing	  projects	  proposed	  in	  the	  Capital	  Improvement	  Plan,	  the	  
Parsons	  Brinckerhoff	  report,	  and	  community-‐,	  committee-‐,	  and	  consultant-‐generated	  ideas.	  	  

Refined	  list	  of	  projects,	  eliminating	  those	  that	  would	  not	  resolve	  flooding	  issues	  and	  de-‐prioritizing	  financially	  
infeasible	  projects	  and	  those	  that	  would	  more	  typically	  fall	  under	  the	  purview	  of	  the	  County	  ,	  State,	  or	  Federal	  
budgets	  or	  general	  capital	  improvements	  paid	  for	  by	  the	  capital	  improvement	  budget.	  	  



	  NYRCR	  Planning	  Committee	  Minutes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3	  |	  P a g e 	  

Josh	  noted	  that	  the	  $3M	  from	  NYRCR	  is	  a	  one-‐time	  opportunity,	  and	  that	  Rye	  is	  unlikely	  to	  get	  State	  or	  Federal	  
money	  for	  very	  local	  “floodproofing”	  projects.	  Since	  outside	  funding	  might	  be	  available	  for	  more	  regional	  
projects,	  part	  of	  the	  NYRCR	  plan	  should	  be	  strong	  advocacy	  for	  outside	  funding	  for	  the	  regional	  projects	  that	  
have	  direct	  impacts	  on	  flood	  mitigation	  in	  Rye.	  	  

Decision/Motions/Votes:	  

De-‐prioritize	  “Expand	  the	  I-‐95	  Culvert,”	  “Drainage	  Improvements,”	  and	  “Bridge	  Repairs”	  

Remove	  “Milton	  Harbor	  Dredging,”	  “Widen	  and/or	  Deepen	  Blind	  Brook	  Channel,”	  “Structured	  Parking	  Near	  
Train	  Station,”	  “Pedestrian	  Bridge	  to	  Disbrow	  Park,”	  and	  “Property	  Buyouts	  in	  Extreme	  High	  Risk	  Zone”	  

	  

	  

Action	  Items	  	   Person	  Responsible	   	   Due	  Date	  

Review	  assigned	  projects,	  fill	  in	  matrix	   Committee	   	   	   9/25/14	  

	  


