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Town of Wallkill NYRCR Plan 

Establishing a Vision Statement 

It is important for this NYRCR Town of Wallkill Committee to establish a vision for the plan that you will be developing 
together over the next several months. A vision statement should provide an aspirational description of what the Committee 
would like to achieve or accomplish in the short-term, mid-term, or long-term future related to the town’s recovery from the 
disasters and with regard to projects that will make the town more resilient. The vision statement will also serve as a guide 
for the Committee to choose current and future courses of action. A few examples of vision statements developed by first-
round NYRCR committees are provided below. 

Example #1 NYRCR Towns of Shandaken and Hardenburghi:  

“To rebuild stronger, safer, and more vibrant communities that will be more resilient in the face of future disasters by 
planning and developing actions to secure funding and other resources.” 

Example #2 NYRCR Prattsvilleii 

“Prattsville: from the middle of nowhere, to the center of everything. The cornerstone of Prattsville’s vision is to: 

 Always remain compassionate, faithful, and caring toward our neighbors; 

 Rebuild in a manner that improves economic prosperity of our Town and region; 

 Remember our 180 year history of growth and survival; and 

 Design a town for future generations. 

Prattsville focuses on a holistic approach to planning, capacity building, and providing health, social services, infrastructure, 
and jobs that serve all residents and keep them safe. We work to reduce risk and damage from flooding and ensure that our 
homeowners and businesses can recover quickly. Our seniors, families, and children have many opportunities to enjoy 
nature, history, art, and culture. Prattsville is a mainstay of our strong, resilient and creative mountaintop region where 
people choose to live, work, and play.” 

Exampl#3 NYRCR Towns of Jay and Keeneiii 

“The Towns of Jay and Keene are a resilient Community. The Ausable River runs through our towns and links us together. 
Keeping the Ausable clean and ensuring a healthy river system for recreation is important for our economy and the health 
and welfare of our citizens and visitors alike. Reducing future flood hazards, planning for flood safe neighborhoods, meeting 
the needs of our residents and building a strong economy with employment opportunities, vibrant main streets, world class 
recreation and sustainable farms and forestry are all important to the future viability and vitality of our two towns. 
 
Guided by this vision, the Towns’ NYRCR Plan integrates economic, environmental and social priorities in order to rebuild 
and repair damaged assets, preserve our unique natural and cultural resources, and improve the resilience of our 

Community.” 
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Establishing Goals for the NYRCR Plan 

The NYRCR Town of Wallkill Committee should establish short, medium, and long-term goals to be achieved through the 

implementation of the plan. Goals should reflect community objectives and revitalization strategies as well as the priorities of 

the Regional Economic Development Council. The overall aim should be to address damage caused by Sandy, Irene and 

Lee; capitalize on social and economic assets to improve the local economy; and rebuild a more resilient community to 

reduce future risk. Medium and long-term goals should incorporate medium and long-term risks, especially those identified 

by State and federal agencies (see below). Goals should focus on: 

 Opportunities for reconstruction and resilience projects with potential for economic growth;  

 

 Buildings, infrastructure, or services that must be built, rebuilt, or relocated to sustain service in response to 

future hazards; 

 

 Development and implementation of long-term, cost-effective, and environmentally-sound mitigation projects to 

make the community more resilient in the future; 

 

 Protecting vulnerable populations from future hazards, and improving emergency response protocols for elderly 

and special needs populations where necessary; 

 

 Reducing risk to assets from frequent natural disasters through relocation, elevation, or safer reconstruction; 

 

 Expanding the availability of affordable housing types to better accommodate post-storm and post-buyout housing 

demands; and 

 

 Resilience awareness and education. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
i
 The NYRCR Plan for the Towns of Shandaken and Hardenburgh 
ii
 The NYRCR Plan for Pratsville 

iii
 The NYRCR Plan for the Towns of Jay and Keene  


