Meeting Summary

Yonkers Planning Committee Meeting #1

July 8,20143 -5 pm
Yonkers Riverfront Library

1 Larkin Plaza, Yonkers
Attendance:

Yonkers NYRCR Committee — Stephen E. Force, Kathy Graves, Rick Magder, Jagdish Mistry, Leon Nanton, Gail
O’Rourke, Tom Ryan, Bob Walter

Elected Officials — Andrew Farris (representing State Senator George Latimer), Rachel Estroff (representing State
Assemblywoman Shelley Mayer)

GOSR - Suzanne Barclay (Regional Lead), Dan Berkovits (Policy Manager), Alex Breinin (Policy Analyst)
Consultant Team — Nanette Bourne (AKRF), James Duffy (ASC), Jim Finegan (AKRF)

Members of the Public — Walter Bach, Mike Lepre, Vinny Massaro (all three from Yonkers Dept. of Engineering,
representing Paul Summerfield)

Welcome and Introductions Presenter: Dan Berkovits

Welcome
Introduction of GOSR staff and consultant team

- New Westchester Regional Lead: Suzanne Barclay (will be the Committee’s regular point of contact)

Old Business

Agenda Item: Program Overview Presenters: Nanette Bourne & Dan Berkovits

Program, Process and Timeline
Funding

- CDBG is how the federal government supports social services and some public infrastructure

- After major disasters, Congress can allocate additional CDBG-DR funding to affected states and
communities

- NY State received about $4.4B after Tropical Storm Lee, Hurricane Irene, and Superstorm Sandy

- S3M for project implementation was allocated to Yonkers

- Funding can go to economic development, infrastructure, and prevention of further damage
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New Business

Agenda ltem: Ethics Presenter: Dan Berkovits

The Committee will eventually develop a list of projects to be funded and the State needs to be aware of
potential conflicts of interest described in the handbook. This will be reviewed again before voting on projects.

Email questions to ethics@stormrecovery.ny.gov

Action Items Person Responsible Due Date
Fill out acknowledgement of receipt (last page) for Dan Committee members July 15
Agenda Item: Develop a Community Overview Presenter: Nanette Bourne

Local and Regional Plans

- The Bronx River Watershed Management Plan is currently being revised by the County, and is scheduled
to be voted on this month by Westchester County

Storm Impacts and Heavily Affected Areas

- The City of Yonkers is largely defined geographically by its waterways — the Grassy Sprain Brook, Saw
Mill River, Bronx River, and the Hudson River
o Yonkers is a series of hillsides and valleys so very few areas of the city are not within the
floodplains of these waterways
o Since these waterways originate upstream outside the Yonkers border, resolution of problems
may require regional look
- Several types of flooding/storm events:
o Rain events lead to riverine flooding along inland waterways, and localized stormwater flooding
due to excessive runoff
o Coastal flooding along the Hudson
o Wind events cause tree damage throughout the city, both within and beyond the floodplains
- Heavily impacted areas include:
o Inland waterways along Grassy Sprain Brook, Bronx River, Sawmill River and their tributaries
o Hudson River waterfront
o Yonkers Riverfront Library
o Domino Sugar plant on the Hudson River
o The historic Yonkers Paddling and Rowing Club

Critical Issues

- Flooding
o Riverine and coastal flooding are very different problems
o Undersized culverts, malfunctioning sluice gates, and other issues related to infrastructure
complicate and in some cases exacerbate these problems
- Stormwater
o Leads to flooding issues beyond the floodplains of the inland waterways and the Hudson
o Many homeowners suffer from routine flooding of their properties and basements
- Tree damage
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o  Wind storms have brought down trees in the streets on homes, cars, etc.
o Leads to destruction of property, blocking of emergency access and evacuation routes,
disruption of utilities
o Causes problems city-wide, including areas where flooding is not significant problem
o Thereis a need for a position at Parks Dept. to deal specifically with downed trees
- Infrastructure susceptible to storm damage
o Reiterating problems described above related to culverts and other waterway infrastructure, as
well as roadways, power lines, and other systems
o Wastewater treatment plant is a major issue — heavily impacted by Superstorm Sandy
o Gas stations overwhelmed by demand after Superstorm Sandy
- Education in regards to safe practices during storms, evacuation routes, etc.
o Yonkers needs to do more to ensure that residents are aware of these storm-related issues
o Dan suggested that the Lower Manhattan round one NYRCR Plan would provide good ideas for
projects in this area
- Communications
o Links between State, County, and City governments should be improved

Geographic Scope

- Because the three main types of storm damage events (riverine flooding, coastal flooding, wind events)
can occur throughout the city, there are no areas that can be excluded

- However, we do need to have some geographic definition for the program to be effective

- There may be a need to look at citywide planning issues on the one hand, such as damage from downed
trees and utility lines, and then zero in on “focus areas” which would address specific areas of Yonkers
that are subject to routine flooding during storm events

- Areas outside the city limits may need to be considered, including upstream areas which contribute to
flooding along Sprain Brook, Bronx River, and Saw Mill River

Vision

- Will be discussed at the next meeting

Action Items Person Responsible Due Date

Summarize Vision and Storm Damage Worksheets, and
other information provided by Committee members Jim Finegan July 15

Complete the Vision and Storm Damage Worksheet, if
haven’t already done so Committee Members July 15

Agenda Item: Looking Ahead Presenter Nanette Bourne

Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday, July 15 from 3 — 5 pm at Riverfront Library
First Public Engagement Event: July 22, 23 or 24 at Wills Library, if possible; Riverfront Library as a backup.

- Future Public Engagement events will be held in different areas of the city
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- It was also suggested that to maximize public involvement, it may be beneficial to hold parallel
engagement events to capture different populations. This is due to the large size and heterogeneous
population of the city

Action Items Person Responsible Due Date
Confirm date and location of the 1* Public Engagement James Duffy July 10
Prepare promotional materials for 1* Public Engagement James Duffy July 10

NYRCR Planning Committee Minutes 4|Page



