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Agenda 
•  Welcome and Introductions 
•  Review Public Engagement #1 
•  Refine and Finalize Vision 
•  Review Critical Issues  
•  Review Asset Inventory  
•  Discuss Needs and Opportunities 
•  Potential Projects 

 



Welcome and Introductions 



 
Where we are in theProcess 

 
•  Determine Geographic Scope 
•  Establish Vision and Goals 
•  Describe Storm Damage and Risk Areas 
•  Identify Assets 
•  Assess Risk to Assets 
•  Assemble Needs and Opportunities 
•  Coordinate regionally 
•  Develop Resiliency Strategies, Projects and Actions 
•  Formulate projects with a focus on CDBG-DR funding 
•  Prepare cost estimates and finalize “Project” list 
•  Generate Draft and Final NYRCR Reconstruction Plan 



Public Engagement #1 



What we heard - Building Back Better 

•  Infrastructure 
–  Eliminate combined sewers 
–  Trains/highways and impact caused on neighborhoods 
–  Remediation in environmentally sensitive flood areas 
–  Green infrastructure 

•  Trees, green space 
•  Beaches 
•  Wetlands 
•  Green roofs 

•  Development 
–  Smart Development 
–  Build less 
–  Building moratorium 
–  Opportunities for more access to the Hudson River 
–  More sensitive development (environment, quality of life, watershed) 



What we heard – Building Back Better 

•  PTSD – fear of flooding 
•  Communication 
–  Better impact notification 
–  Improve communication between levels of government 

•  Community amenities 
–  Yonkers Wi-Fi 
–  Monorail 
–  Pool in Hudson River (i.e.  Chelsea Piers) 
–  Starbucks at Getty Square 
 

  



What we heard – Geographic Scope 
•  Modify the Bronx River flooding focus area 
•  Clarify drainage design for Ridge Hill 
•  Reservoir valve at Grassy Sprain should be noted as inoperable 
•  Sprain Brook issues  -trees, sandbars 
•  Savanna Place – catch basins back up and cause significant flooding each year 
•  Edison/Savanah Ave – Stormwater popping off sewer manholes, catch basins 

backing up – comes down Austin Ave 
•  Ludlow catch basins/sewer system overburdened 
•  Grassy Sprain Reservoir – did not overflow banks, but streams below it swelled 
•  Red Dots to indicate flooding: 

–  Nepara Park (Saw Mill River, including parkway 30-inch County Sewer Main 
along Hudson River 

–  The Glens (War Memorial Field – b/w Walsh & Nepperhan) 
–  Southeast of Grassy Sprain (b/w Mountaindale & Bonnie Briar) 
–  Longvale neighborhood along Sprain Brook and at confluence with Bronx 

River 
–  Access points along Hudson River 
–  Sunny Brook in and around Longvale 
–  Brooklands and Winchester 
–  Undersized MTA culvert 

  



What we heard – Geographic Scope 

•  Grassy Sprain Road – add it just east between GSR 
and Sprain  Brook Parkway 

•  Pembrook Drive between Montrose and 
Candlewood 

•  Metro North bridge near Midland Gardens 
(Bronxville) causes back up 

•  Is there a diversion channel along Bronx River 
south of Crestwood that can be used? (that is not 
currently) 

 



What we heard – Geographic Scope 

•  Add to Geographic Scope Map 
•  (n/f) Excelsior Bag 
•  Pierpointe 
•  Glenwood (north of RR station)- flooding/mudslides 
•  Hudson Park area, Alexander Street 
•  South end of the Domino Sugar Factory 
•  Area between Fernbrook and Ludlow Street, west of tracks 
•  WWTP 

•  Hudson River water quality deteriorates with every 
rainfall 

•  Dredging the culverts under Metro North (Hudson 
Line) 



What we heard – Assets 
 

•  30-inch County Sewer Main along Hudson River 
•  Ludlow catch basins/sewer system overburdened 
•  Beczack is now – Sarah Lawrence Center for the Urban River at 

Beczak 
•  Emergency Ops Center – Why is it downtown where it floods  
•  Sprain Brook – no maintenance 
•  Professionals living in community (teachers, med staff) need safe 

homes 
•  Partnership (50/50 City/Homeowners) 
•  Major arteries (Palmer Road, McLean Ave, Tuckahoe Rd, Fort Hill 

Rd, Midland Ave, Yonkers Avenue 
•  Consumer Union World Headquarters 



What we heard – Possible Projects 

•  Keep the Bronx River and other rivers flowing 
•  Use of an arborist for stream restoration 
•  Periodic dredging of rivers 
•  Maintenance of riverbeds 



Asset Inventory  
and Asset Mapping 



Asset Information 

•  Compiled from a variety of sources: 
– Committee 
– Public 
– Available state and local databases 

•  Provided in table form and illustrative map 



Community Value Exercise 

•  Special focus on assets whose loss would 
compromise critical facilities or essential 
functions of the community. 
•  High: loss of asset creates severe impacts 
•  Medium: loss creates a hardship 
•  Low: loss could be managed without 

substantial impact 



Community Vision 



Vision 

The City of Yonkers is a vibrant and diverse community 
focused on protecting our residents, property, 
infrastructure, and natural resources from extreme flooding 
and natural disasters. Our goals are to work together to 
safeguard the public health and safety of the City’s 
residents through flood mitigation and effective flood 
recovery, protect the natural environment, and enhance the 
City’s economy for current and future residents	  



Goals  
As we develop a Community Reconstruction Plan, we will strive to develop ecologically sound 
policies and programs that will: 
 
Address flooding as a Citywide problem – with multiple watersheds, rivers, and 
tributaries – that requires a coordinated mitigation effort with solutions unique to 
each watershed; 
Advance educational outreach to ensure our residents understand natural hazards 
and how they can protect themselves, their homes, and their neighborhoods against 
future storms in an environmentally sustainable way; 
Collaborate with  City, County, State, and Federal agencies and adjacent 
municipalities regarding drainage improvements and maintenance; 
Contribute to a coordinated Citywide preparedness and response against future 
storms; 
Coordinate with nearby upstream municipalities that contribute to our flooding 
problem; 
Cultivate partnerships among private organizations, public agencies, and 
municipalities to ensure responsible development; 
Develop policy, design, and construction standards to make our neighborhoods 
more resilient in the future; 
Maintain and upgrade the City’s infrastructure; 
Preserve the character of our neighborhoods; 
Protect our neighborhoods from coastal and riverine flooding. 



Critical Issues 



Critical Issues 
•  Riverine, coastal, stormwater flooding 
•  Tree and wind damage 
•  Susceptibility of major infrastructure to storm damage 
•  Improved community education 
•  Managing the impact of development, including 

resiliency projects 
•  Seek funding sources and develop the capacity to secure 

grants and assistance from other funding sources 
•  Prevent development and inappropriate land uses use in 

the floodplain 
•  Lack of funding – seek, secure, and track funding and 

develop capacity to secure grants 



CR Plan Section 1 Draft 

•  Community Overview 
•  Geographic Scope 
•  Description of Storm Damage 
•  Community Vision 
•  Critical Issues 
•  Relationship to Regional Plans 



Needs and Opportunities 



Infrastructure 
Natural/Cultural 

Resources 

Recovery Support Functions 

Economic  
Development 

Housing 

Health/Social 
Services 

Community Planning, 
Capacity Building 



Community Planning &  
Capacity Building 

•  Needs 
–  Follow up on recommended stormwater infrastructure projects 
–  Improve communication and coordination with state, federal and municipal governments 
–  Expand public education/outreach programs to increase awareness of natural hazards 
–  Review City and county stormwater management regulations and ordinances;  
–  Propose legislative initiatives for green infrastructure to be included in new development 
–  Promote environmentally responsible development 
–  Helping to educate homeowners about available programs 
–  Identify, seek, and track potential funding sources 

•  Opportunities 
–  Create a GIS data base that tracks and pursues recommended infrastructure projects 
–  Develop a public education campaign(s) to address a wide variety of natural hazard 

educational needs including: retrofits, financial resources for retrofits; flood proofing 
–  others? 



Economic Development 
•  Needs 
–  Provide businesses with information on green building 

opportunities 
– Maintain access to public transportation and 

employment centers 
– Create a stronger and more diverse economic base 
–  others? 

•  Opportunities 
–  Provide training and technical resources for business 

owners 
–  others? 



Health and Social Services 
•  Needs 
–  Identify critical facilities where supplemental 

emergency flood proofing is needed 
•  Opportunities 
– others? 



Housing 
•  Needs 
– Protect neighborhoods and individual homes from 

flooding 
– Evaluate and implement land management tools to 

create flood safe homes and neighborhoods 
– Evaluation of existing floodwalls adjacent to 

frequently flooded neighborhoods 
– others? 

•  Opportunities 
– others? 



Infrastructure 
•  Needs 
– Create an integrated Citywide early warning 

system for flooding 
– Replace undersized culverts back up stormwater 

into neighborhoods 
– others? 

•  Opportunities 
– others? 



Natural and Cultural Resources  
•  Needs 
– Maintenance of streams and tributaries 
– Debris clean up in advance of storms 
– Flood proof critical facilities 
– others? 

•  Opportunities 
– Expand capacity of flood water along trails and 

within open space areas 
– others? 



Projects 
•  Status of projects and studies 
•  Potential projects 
– Engineering projects 
– Green infrastructure projects 
– Communication and education projects 
– Land use and policy resiliency projects 
 

 



Looking Ahead 



Schedule 

•  Next committee meeting: August 19th – 3pm to 5pm at 
Grinton  I. Will Library 

•  Second Public Engagement Event: September 8th 
 discuss strategies, projects, and actions 
 Location - St. Marks Church 

•  Fourth committee meeting: September 2nd - tent 



Draft Agenda for Next Meeting 

•  Refine and Finalize Asset Inventory 
•  Review Needs and Opportunities 
•  Discuss Strategies 
•  Prepare for Public Engagement Meeting #2 
 



Deliverables 
Draft Final  

Vision Statement  done August 5 

Asset Inventory   done August 22 

Needs and Opportunities August 1 September 1 

Risk Assessment September 15 November 7 

Reconstruction Strategies  September 19 October 3 



Stay Connected & Stay Informed at 
www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/nyrcr/ 

 


