
 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT 

DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE (NEGATIVE DECLARATION) 

 

VILLAGE OF ESPERANCE FIREHOUSE RESCUE FACILITY AND VILLAGE HALL 

RENOVATION 
 
 
DATE:            January 19, 2016 

 

NAME OF ACTION: Village of Esperance Firehouse Rescue Facility and Village Hall 

Renovation 
 
LOCATION: 115 Church Street, Esperance, NY 12066  

 

SEQRA CLASSIFICATION:     [  ] Type I; [X] Unlisted 

REVIEW TYPE:     [X] Coordinated; [  ] Uncoordinated 

DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE: [X] Negative Declaration; [  ] Positive Declaration 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Proposed Project: 

The proposed actions will be conducted at the existing Village of Esperance Firehouse and Village Hall at 

115 Church Street, Esperance, NY.  The proposed actions include the construction of a new 5,400 square 

foot rescue facility (firehouse building), drainage swale, and catch basin; demolition of two truck bays; 

modification of the village hall; and repairs to the driveway including the addition of asphalt. The rescue 

facility (firehouse building) will be a pole barn built on the same property as the existing Village of 

Esperance Firehouse/Village Hall and would include: an area for staging equipment and assembling flood 

pumps; a sufficiently sized area for the firefighters to change; a storage area; a radio room; and office space. 

The proposed pole barn will be built in addition to (and adjacent to) the existing Firehouse/Village Hall. 

Office space within the existing Village Hall will be reconfigured to provide better access to the public. The 

remaining structure will be available for use as an emergency shelter for first responders and storage facility 

for emergency supplies. The project would include the installation of a generator at the existing firehouse, 

which will serve both the existing and proposed facilities. The Village needs a new firehouse large enough 

to accommodate contemporary fire trucks, equipment and personnel in order to facilitate a timely response. 

 

Purpose and Need 
The Village needs a new firehouse large enough to better accommodate contemporary fire trucks, equipment 

and personnel to facilitate efficiency of response. The current firehouse is too old to accommodate modern 

fire trucks which are larger than the size of the existing truck bays. These inadequacies lengthen response 

time due to difficulty getting trucks in and out of the firehouse. In addition, larger work spaces would help 

to minimize the risk of injury to department volunteers working with equipment in cramped spaces. 

 

Although the Firehouse Rescue Facility is not located in the 500-year floodplain, the Village of Esperance as 

a whole was particularly impacted by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee that caused the Schoharie Creek 

to overtop its banks, flooding roads, houses and business within the Village. The experiences of the Village 

of Esperance residents and response personnel during these storms made it abundantly clear that a new modern 

firehouse is essential to enable a more effective response effort during future emergency events, thereby 

directly increasing the resiliency of the Village and Town.  
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Existing Conditions 
The proposed project is located in the Village of Esperance, Town of Esperance, Schoharie County, New 

York. The Village of Esperance is bounded to the east by the Schoharie Creek and is located within the 

Schoharie Watershed in the Mohawk River Watershed.  The proposed Village of Esperance Firehouse 

Rescue Facility is located in a developed area and is not located within the 500-year floodplain. 

 

Funding: 

The total project cost is estimated at $789,500. GOSR proposes to allocate funding pursuant to the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster 

Recovery (CDBG-DR) program as authorized by the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013 (Public 

Law 113-2, approved January 29, 2013). The NYS Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), which 

administers the CDBG-DR program funds on behalf of GOSR, intends to approve funding for the 

proposed project as described in this notice. 

 

Environmental Considerations: 
 
The Village needs a new firehouse large enough to accommodate contemporary fire trucks, equipment and 

personnel in order to facilitate a timely response. The current firehouse is too small to accommodate modern 

fire trucks which are larger than the size of the existing truck bays. These inadequacies lengthen response 

time due to difficulty getting trucks in and out of the firehouse. In addition, larger work spaces would help 

to minimize the risk of injury to department volunteers working with equipment in cramped spaces. 

 

Although the Firehouse Rescue Facility is not located in the 500-year floodplain, the Village of Esperance as 

a whole was particularly impacted by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee that caused the Schoharie Creek 

to overtop its banks, flooding roads, houses and business within the Village. The experiences of the Village 

of Esperance residents and response personnel during these storms highlighted the need for a new modern 

firehouse that could enable a more effective response effort during future emergency events, thereby directly 

increasing the resiliency of the Village and Town. 

Land Use, Zoning, Public Policy and Urban Design – The proposed project is consistent with existing zoning 

regulations, land use types, building height and scale. The project would maintain current land use and would 

therefore be compatible with existing land use. The project site would continue to be zoned “Public”. The 

proposed project would also conform to Goal #5 in the Village of Esperance Comprehensive Plan of 

“continuing to support the Esperance Volunteer Fire Department by maintaining firefighting equipment”. The 

proposed project would not result in the creation of new jobs and/or an increase in the number of employees 

and would therefore not have an urbanizing effect. 

Soil Suitability, Slope, Erosion, Drainage, and Storm Water Runoff – The proposed site was previously 

developed; unsuitable soils are not anticipated. According to the Village of Esperance Comprehensive Plan, 

the entire village is flat with 0 to 12% slopes. The proposed activities would not change the slope of the 

existing site. During construction, best management practices would be used to avoid soil erosion and existing 

drain inlets would be protected from debris, soil and sedimentation. Vegetation would not need to be cleared 

for the construction of the proposed firehouse. Although in-ground disturbance will occur for the new 5,400 

square foot facility, any soil impacts during construction would be considered negligible. Any stormwater 

runoff would be directed to the existing village storm sewer via new storm drains and a new catch basin on 

the property.    

Hazards and Nuisances, including Site Safety and Noise – The proposed project includes the demolition of 

two truck bays. Impacts such as sidewalk closures and fugitive dust would be addressed under existing 

regulations governing construction activity in New York State, Schoharie County, and local municipalities. 

The proposed project would only temporarily increase noise levels at nearby residences during construction.  

These increases would be mitigated by implementing the Construction Impacts Conditions for Approval, 

including outfitting of equipment with mufflers, and compliance with local noise ordinances including time-

of-day work limitations. These temporary renovations and rebuilding activities would not result in any 

significant increase in ambient noise levels. 
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Energy Consumption - The project site is adequately serviced with existing utilities. The proposed project 

would utilize energy consumption, including the use of fossil fuels, for use of construction equipment and the 

shipment of materials required for repair and reconstruction activities. However, the proposed project would 

not increase long-term energy consumption.  

In addition, the new Firehouse Rescue Facility will be built using green practices wherever practical. This 

may lead to incorporation of energy efficient building materials and practices and a more energy-efficient 

facility.  

Socioeconomic Impacts and Community Facilities and Services- The proposed project would create temporary 

construction jobs. However, these jobs would not significantly increase employment opportunities or impact 

income patterns. The proposed project would not result in the creation of new permanent jobs and/or result in 

an increase in the number of employees at the existing Village of Esperance Firehouse Rescue Facility and 

therefore would not impact employment and income patterns or alter the demographic characteristics of the 

surrounding community. 

In addition, the project would not increase the demand for educational, health care or social service facilities, 

nor would it directly or indirectly displace people, businesses, institutions, or community facilities as it would 

occur within an existing developed site owned by the Town of Esperance. 

The proposed project is not located within or adjacent to a cultural facility and would not impact cultural 

facilities. 

Construction of the proposed building would result in the generation of waste, primarily paved asphalt, soil 

and packed gravel. Demolition and renovation of the existing building would create opportunities for reuse 

and recycling. The amount of solid waste generated from construction and demolition would not 

significantly increase short-term generation of municipal solid waste as the total acreage would be 0.73 

acres. All waste would be hauled off-site by the selected contractor and would be handled in accordance 

with the State’s solid and hazardous waste rules. 

The Village of Esperance does not have a municipal water or sewer system.  The existing facility is served by 

a septic system located on the site. There is adequate capacity within this system to accommodate wastewater 

that would be generated once the building is operational. 

The proposed project would not result in the creation of new jobs and/or result in an increase in the number 

of employees at the Village of Esperance Firehouse and therefore would not increase demand on the water 

supply. The Village of Esperance is serviced by a municipal water system and the Firehouse will be 

connected to the existing individual septic system on the site. The capacity of the existing water system and 

septic is adequate to serve the proposed project.   

The proposed project would not result in the creation of new jobs and/or result in an increase in the number 

of employees at the Village of Esperance Firehouse and therefore would not increase demand for police 

protection, fire protection, or emergency medical services. The proposed building would be constructed in 

compliance with local building codes. The project is expected to increase the efficiency of the existing fire 

service response which is expected to have a beneficial impact on public safety. 

The proposed project of constructing a new firehouse rescue facility at the existing firehouse rescue facility 

site would not impact open space or recreation. 

The proposed project would not impact transportation. There would be a negligible increase in construction 

traffic. 

Natural Features – The NYSDEC lists the Wright Karst Area as a Critical Environmental Area (CEA). There 

are no known Critical Environmental Areas within the Village of Esperance or within the vicinity of the 

project site. NYSDEC designates Howe Cave Quarry, Howe Caverns, Manorkill Falls, McFail’s Cave Nature 

Preserve, and Inside McFail’s Cave as Unique Geological Features within Schoharie County. None of these 

are located within the vicinity of the project site. There are no Sole Source Aquifers in Schoharie County. The 

proposed project would not pose a significant threat to groundwater or other surface water resources. 
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There is one proposed threatened or endangered species (Northern Long-Eared bat) known to occur in 

Schoharie County. The project site, which consists of further development on previously developed land, is 

not anticipated to include habitat for these species in its footprint.  

The proposed project is not expected to include the removal of mature trees that would provide roosting habitat 

for the Northern Long-Eared Bat. Should any removal of trees be required, to the extent feasible the tree 

removal would comply with the Northern Long-Eared Bat Interim 4(d) Rule by: (ii) Activity avoids cutting 

or destroying known, occupied roost trees during the pup season (June 1–July 31). 

A letter requesting informal consultation was sent to USFWS on October 27, 2015. USFWS, in a response 

letter dated November 9, 2015, determined that the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely 

affect the NLEB. 

 

Additional Mitigation Measures  

To the extent practicable, the following mitigation measures recommended by the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency would be implemented by the Responsible Entity to minimize 

environmental impacts and create a more sustainable project:  

 Construction and demolition – to the maximum extent possible, utilize local and recycled materials in 

construction process and recycle materials generated onsite. 

 Clean diesel – implement diesel controls, cleaner fuel, and cleaner construction practices for on-road and 

off-road equipment used for transportation, soil movement, or other construction activities, including: 

o Strategies and technologies that reduce unnecessary idling, including auxiliary power units, 

the use of electric equipment, and strict enforcement of idling limits; and  

o Use of clean diesel through add-on control technologies like diesel particulate filters and 

diesel oxidation catalysts, repowers, or newer, cleaner equipment. 

 Stormwater – utilize low impact development (LID) principles such as minimizing effective 

imperviousness to create site drainage, and the planting of native and non-invasive vegetation on the 

project site for stormwater management purposes. Other LID practices can include bioretention facilities, 

rain gardens, vegetated rooftops, rain barrels, and permeable pavements;  

 Cost-efficient, environmentally friendly landscaping – EPA’s GreenScapes program provides cost-

efficient and environmentally friendly solutions for landscaping;  

 Energy efficiency – energy-efficient technologies should be incorporated into the station house when 

possible; and 

 Water conservation and efficiency – promote water conservation and efficiency through use of water 

efficient products (toilets, faucets, showerheads) and practices. Consider use of products with the 

WaterSense label where appropriate. 

In addition to the factors considered above, the GOSR considered the following guidance from the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act and its implementing regulations and determined that the Proposed Action 

would: 

(i) Not result in “a substantial adverse change in existing air quality, ground or surface water quality or 

quantity, traffic or noise levels; a substantial increase in solid waste production; a substantial increase in 

potential for erosion, flooding, leaching or drainage problems;” (§617.7(c)(1)( i ))  

(ii) Not result in “the removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or fauna; substantial 

interference with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a significant 

habitat area; substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of animal or plant, or the 

habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse impacts to natural resources;”(§617.7(c)(1)(iii)) 
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(iii) Not result in “the impairment of the environmental characteristics of a Critical Environmental Area 

as designated pursuant to subdivision 617.14(g) of this Part;” (§617.7(c)(1)(iii)) 

(iv) Not result in “the creation of a material conflict with a community’s current plans or goals as officially 

approved or adopted;” (§617.7(c)(1)(iv)) 

(v) Not result in “the impairment of the character or quality of important historical, archaeological, 

architectural, or aesthetic resources or of existing community or neighborhood character;” (§617.7(c)(1)(v)) 

(vi) Not result in “a major change in the use of either the quantity or type of energy;” (§617.7(c)(1)(vi)) 

(vii) Not result in “the creation of a hazard to human health;” (§617.7(c)(1)(vii)) 

(viii) Not result in “a substantial change in the use, or intensity of use, of land including agricultural, open 

space or recreational resources, or in its capacity to support existing uses;” (§617.7(c)(1)(viii)) 

(ix) Not result in “the encouraging or attracting of a large number of people to a place or places for more 

than a few days, compared to the number of people who would come to such place absent the action;” 

(§617.7(c)(1)(ix)) 

(x) Not result in “the creation of a material demand for other actions that would result in one of the above 

consequences;” (§617.7(c)(1)(x)) 

(xi) Not result in “changes in two or more elements of the environment, no one of which has a significant 

impact on the environment, but when considered together result in a substantial adverse impact on the 

environment; or (§617.7(c)(1)(xi)) 

Therefore, GOSR, acting as Lead Agency, and having prepared a Short Environmental Assessment Form 

(SEAF), has determined that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the environment and a 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement will not need to be prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas J. King                                                                                         

Date: January 19, 2016 

Assistant General Counsel 

Deputy Director – Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
99 Washington Avenue Suite 1224 

Albany, New York 12260 

Office: (518) 473-0015 

 

Attachments: 

 

Environmental Assessment Form (Parts, 1, 2 and 3) 

Negative Declaration Distribution List 

 

A copy of this Notice is available at the following web address: 

http://www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/environmental-docs 
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Negative Declaration Distribution List 

Village of Esperance Firehouse Rescue Facility 

 

In accordance with 6 NYCRR 617.12(b)(1), the Negative Declaration for the above-mentioned 

project has been sent to the following parties for filing: 

 

INVOLVED AGENCIES 

 

Town of Esperance 

104 Charleston Street 

Esperance, NY 12066 

 

William J. Clarke, Regional Permit Administrator, Region 4 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

1130 North Westcott Rd 

Schenectady, NY 12306-2014 

 

Jack Williams, P.E., Regional Director 

Region 9 

New York State Department of Transportation 

44 Hawley Street 

Binghamton, NY 13901 

 

SEQR Unit  

New York State Department of Transportation  

Traffic Engineering & Safety Division  

4 Burnett Blvd.  

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603  

 

Ruth L. Pierpont, Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation/ Deputy SHPO  

New York State Historic Preservation Office  

Peebles Island Resource Center  

P.O. Box 189  

Waterford, NY 12188-0189  

 

Mr. Ron Rausch, Director  

Environmental Management Bureau  

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation  

625 Broadway, 2nd Floor  

Albany, New York 12238 
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Village of Esperance 

115 Church Street 

P.O. Box 16 

Esperance, NY 12066 

 

Schoharie County Health Department 

284 Main Street 

Schoharie, NY 12157 

 

Esperance Village Planning Board 

PO Box 16 

Esperance, NY 12066 

 

Esperance Village Clerk 

240 Feuz Terrace 

Esperance NY 12066 

 

Town Building Code Inspector 

Jerry Weis 

PO Box 226 

Esperance NY 12066 

 

 

MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVES 

 

Alicia Terry, Senior Planner  

Schoharie County Planning and Development Agency Office  

276 Main Street- Suite 2, PO Box 396  

Schoharie, NY 12157 

 

Earl Van Wormer III, Supervisor 

Town of Esperance 

1498 State Rte 30A 

Sloansville, NY 12160 

 

Charles Johnston, Mayor  

Village of Esperance  

115 Church Street  

P.O. Box 16  

Esperance, NY 12066 

 




