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Town of Southeast Zoning  Map

CERTIFIED BY THE TOWN CLERK AS THE OFFICIAL
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New York Segments

 
Jamie Fosburgh
National Park Service

Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance
15 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109
(617) 223-5191

Click for segments N-Z

Authorizations /
History /
Eligibility

Descriptions /
Outstandingly
Remarkable

Values / Potential
Classification /

Wild and Scenic
Rivers System

Return to NRI
Page

River County Reach Length
(miles)

Year
Listed/
Updated

Potential
Classification

ORVs Description Other
States

Abijah River Jefferson Confluence
with South
Sandy Creek
to Leepy Rd.

2 1982  O Botanic-
(Segments flow
through a unique
and diverse
assemblage of
plant
communities.)

 

Allegheny River Cattaraugus Great Valley
Creek to
Townsend
Hollow

10 1982  H Historic-
(Segment
includes the
Zawatski site, an
Archaic
Woodland
National Historic
Register Site.)

 

Allegheny River Cattaraugus Great Valley
Creek to
Townsend
Hollow.

10 1982/
1995

 F, H Fish-(Segment
could contain
several rare,
threatened, or

endangered fish
species.)

Historic-
(Segment
includes the
Zawatski site, an
A h i

 



Archaic
Woodland
National Historic
Register Site.)

Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)

Franklin Stony Creek
Ponds to
Ampersand
Lake

8 1982  O Historic-(The
Adirondack
Forest Preserve,
approximately
2.5 million acres
of land
containing
preserve forests
and recreational
areas, is a
National Historic
Register Site and
a National
Historic
Landmark. The
area was the first
state forest
preserve in the
U.S. established
under ther first
comprehensive
program in a
state.)

Hydrologic-(Area
possesses a
greater number
of natural, free-
flowing rivers and
related water
bodies than any
other region of
comparable size
in the northeast,
including
approximately
32,000 miles of
rivers and over
2,000 lakes and
ponds.)

Geologic-(Area
includes
significant
portions of 3 of 7
regionally unique
composite
landscapes.
These areas,
where four or
more different
major lanscape
patterns-
landform, land
use, vegetation,
water- come
together in
juxtaposition, are
the most diverse
places in the

 



places in the
northeast. Rivers
and river
segments flow
through and
contain
numerous unique
geologic features
including
troughs, flumes,
natural rock
dams, gorges,
etc.)

Cultural-(Certain
river segments
served as the
habitat for a long
line of celebrated
Adirondack
"hermits"
including the
"Mayor of Cold
River". The area
serves as a
regional
attraction for a
variety of artists
and
photgraphers.
Selected areas
such as the
upper
Oswegatchie
River are the
focus of a
fraternity of river
guides from
which a detailed
river folklore has
evolved.)

Recreation-
(Rivers and
related water
bodies are
important
regional
recreation
attractions. In
the last half of
the 19th century
the Adirondack
region was one
of the nation's
most popular
centers of small
boat travel.
Certain rivers and
river segments
possess a
unique diversity
of flow gradients
including Class
V rapids. Other



river segments
such as the
Raquette, Moose
and Saranac,
with the Fulton
Chain of Lakes
form a regionally
unique 132 mile
boat trail.)

Botanic-(The
area reportedly
contains the
largest
contiguous stand
of vigin timber in
the continental
U.S. Within
areas on certain
selected rivers
are numerous
significant sites
including the
Everton Falls
Preserve, a
significant
example of
northern
Adirondack
streams and
ecological
systems.)

Wild-(A major
portion of the
area's
watersheds and
river corridors are
significantly
undeveloped.
Certain rivers and
river segments
such as the
Hudson, Jordan,
Cold, St. Regis
and Oswegatchie
are largely
inaccessible and
virtually
undeveloped or
wild in character.
State "forever
wild" land
borders 411
miles of the 1206
miles of
Adirondack rivers
designated in the
State's Rivers
System.)

Ausable River Clinton,
Essex

Mouth at
Lake
Champlain to

22 1982  S, F,
O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack

 



confluence of
East & West
Branches (Au
Sable Forks)

Province River
System)
comments.

Ausable River,
East Branch

Essex Ausable
Forks to
Marcy
Swamp

37 1982  S See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Ausable River,
West Branch

Essex,
Clinton

Ausable
Forks to
headwaters
near Heart
Lake

35 1982  S, G,
F

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Ausable River,
West Branch

Essex,
Clinton

Ausable
Forks to
headwaters
near Heart
Lake.

35 1982/
1995

 S, R,
G, F

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)

Recreation-
Segment used

for
downrivercanoe
race each spring.

 

Basher Kill Orange,
Sullivan

Confluence
with
Nerversink
River to NY
Rt. 17 at
Wurstboro.

13 1995  W Wildlife-Reach
contains
Bashakill Wildlife
Management
Area.

 

Batavia Kill Greene Confluence
with
Schoharie to
Windham

11 1982  S, R See Schoharie
Creek (segment
from Prattsville to
headwaters)
comments.

 

Batten Kill Washington,
Bennington

Route 22 to
Arlington

18 1982  S, G,
H

Historic-
(Arlington Green
Covered Bridge
is a National
Historic Register
Site.)

Geologic-(Free-
flowing sparsely
developed
examples of
medium order
rivers in section
are rare.)

Scenic-(A
uniquely high
and diverse
range of views
due to variations

VT



due to variations
in landforms and
river channel.)

Bear Gulf Jefferson,
Lewis

Confluence
with Sandy
Creek to
headwaters
north of
Woodard
Road

3 1982  G, O Botanic-
(Segment
includes a
unique white
cedar
population.)

 

Beaver Kill Ulster,
Sullivan

One mile
upstream for
Spring Brook
to
headwaters .

31 1982/
1995

 S, R Recreation-One
of the most
famous Catskill
trout streams.

Scenic-A
uniquely high
and diverse
range of views
relating to a
variety of spatial
enclosures,
topographic
diversity and the
presence of
nearby low
mountains.

 

Beaver Kill Ulster,
Sullivan

One mile
upstream
from Spring
Brook to
headwaters

31 1982  S Scenic-(A
uniquely high
and diverse
range of views
relating to a
variety of spatial
enclosures,
topographic
diversity and the
presence of
nearby low
mountains.)

 

Black Creek Genesee,
Monroe

Confluence
with Genesee
River to NY
Rt. 237 near
Pumpkin Hill.

29 1995  R, W Recreation-
Unique proximity
to urban
population of
Greater
Rochester area.
Entire reach is
easy flatwater
paddling;
howerver,
permission is
required to pass
through part of
Bergen Swamp
Wildlife Refuge.

Wildlife-Reach
includes Bergen
Swamp Wildlife
Refuge and
Churchville Park.
Rare, threatened

 



Rare, threatened
or endangered
species of reptile
present in upper
part of reach.

Black River Jefferson Dexter Dam
to U.S. 11
Bridge in
Watertown

12 1995  S, R,
F

Fish-Lake
sturgeon may be
migrating into
this segment
during the spring
for spawning
activities.

Recreation-
Rafting, kayaking
and related
whitewater
activities exist
throughout the
summer months.
Class IV
whitewater within
the Black River
Gorge.
Outstanding
fisheries for
resident walley
and anadromous
salmon and
steelhead trout
occur within the
segment.

Scenic-Black
River Gorge is
part of this
segment.

 

Black River Herkimer Kayuta Lake
to North Lake

15 1982  R, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Black River Jefferson,
Lewis

Carthage to
Lyons Falls

35 1982  G, O Geologic-(The
river segment
follows the nearly
straight divide
between the
Adirondack
Province and the
Mohawk
section.)

Hydrologic-(The
longest, least
developed free-
flowing river
remaining in this
section.)

 

Black River Jefferson,
Lewis

Carthage to
Lyons Falls

35 1982/
1995

 R, G,
H O

Geologic-The
river segment

 



Lewis Lyons Falls. 1995 H, O river segment
follows the nearly
straight divide
between the
Adirondack
province and the

Tug Hill section.

Historic-Several
structures from
the Black River
Canal still exist
within this
segment.

Hydrologic-The
longest, least-
developed, free-
flowing river
segment.

Recreation-Entire
segment is
paddable even in
summer.
Outstanding
walleye fishery
exists throughout
the segment.

Black River Lewis,
Oneida

Norton Road
upstream to
Forestport
Dam.

26 1995  S, R Recreation-Class
III whitewater and
self-sustaining
coolwater fishery
occur within this
segment.

Scenic-A
splendid gorge
within this
segment.

 

Blue Mountain
Stream

St.
Lawrence

Confluence
with Pleasant
Lake stream
to Clear Pond

9 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province Rover
System)
comments.

 

Bog River St.
Lawrence

Tupper Lake
to dam below
Hitchins
Pond

7 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Bog River St.
Lawrence

Tupper Lake
to Bog Lake

20 1982/
1995

 S, R,
O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Boreas River Essex Brace Dam
to Boreas

6 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook

 



to Boreas
Ponds

Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System
comments.)

Boreas River Essex Confluence
with the
Hudson River
to Boreas
Ponds

17 1982/
1995

 S, R,
O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Boreas River Essex Confluence
with the
Hudson River
to Cheney
Pond

11 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Bouquet River Essex Lake
Champlain to
the
confluence
with the
North Fork

48 1982  S, R,
F

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Bouquet River,
North Branch

Essex Confluence
with Main
Branch to
Trout Pond

19 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Bouquet River,
North Fork

Essex Bridge at Rt.
73 to
headwaters
on Dial Mt.

6 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Bouquet River,
South Fork

Essex Bridge at Rt.
73 to
headwaters

6 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Canisteo River Steuben Confluence
with Tioga
River to
South Hornell
Road.

46 1995  R Recreation-Class
I whitewater
seasonally.
Smallmouth
bass and walleye
fishing.

 

Carmans River Suffolk Long Point to
the Long
Island
Expressway

6 1982  R Recreation-(A
unique proximity
to high
concentrations of
population.)

 

Catskill Creek Greene,
Albany,
Schoharie

South Cairo
to
headwaters

32 1982  R Recreation-
(Intensively used
at present

 



Schoharie headwaters at present.
Unique proximity
to urban
populations in
Albany.)

Cattaraugus
Creek

Erie,
Cattaraugus

Buttermilk
Creek to
Yorkshire.

14 1982/
1995

 R, G Geologic-
Segment flows
through an area
of significant
topographic
diversity and
variation.

Recreation-Class
II whitewater
opportunities
exist within this
segment.

 

Cattaraugus
Creek

Erie,
Chautauqua,
Cattaraugus

South of NY
State
Thruway to
North
Gowanda.

11 1982/
1995

 R, F Recreation-
Segment
includes a
diversity of flow
gradients
including a
section of Class
IV rapids. Unique
proximity to
urban
populations of
metropolitan
buffalo.

Fisheries-
Segment
contains an
endangered fish
species.

 

Cattaraugus
Creek

Erie,
Chautauqua,
Cattaragus

South of the
NY State
Thruway to
North
Gowanda

11 1982  R Recreation-
(Unique
proximity of
urban population
in Buffalo.

Segment
includes a

diversity of flow
gradients
including a
section of Class
IV rapids.)

 

Cattaraugus
Creek

Erie,
Cattaraugus

Buttermilk
Creek to
Yorkshire

14 1982  G Geologic-
(Segment flows
through an area
of significant
topographic
diversity and
variation.)

 

Cattaraugus
Creek

Cattaraugus Gowanda to
Buttermilk
C k

20 1982  R, G,
O

Botanic-(Deer
Lick Nature
S t i

 



Creek Sanctuary is
unique habitat for
more southernly
species such as
red cedar. A
Registered
Natural
Landmark.)

Recreation-
(Unique
proximity to
urban
populations in
Buffalo.)

Geologic-
(Significant
topographic
diversity and
variation
including Zoar
Valley Gorge
which has steep
shale walls up to
200" in height.)

Cattaraugus
Creek, South
Branch

Cattaraugus Confluence
with
Cattaraugus
Creek to
Skinner
Hollow Road
bridge
located off
NY Rt. 12
northeast of
village of
Cattaraugus.

12 1995  S, R Scenic-Reach
contains a
narrow, 400-foot
deep gorge with
serveral
waterfalls.

Recreation-
Challenging
Class III-IV
whitewater in an
isolated deep
gorge.

 

Cedar River Hamilton,
Essex

Confluence
with Hudson
River to the
outlet of
Cedar Lakes

40 1982  S, G,
F, W,
O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Cedar River Hamilton,
Essex

Confluence
with Hudson
River to the
outlet of
Cedar Lakes.

40 1982/
1995

 S, R,
G, F,
W, O

See Ampersand
brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Chataqua Creek Chatauqua Route 20
Bridge in
Westfield to
Putnam Road

11 1982  S Scenic-(Segment
flows thorugh a
deeply incised
gorge, known as
The Gulf. This
area is noted for
its scenic
qualitites and
diversity of views

 



which are related
to stream
channel variation,
topographic
variation, and the
variety of land
uses and
vegetative cover.)

Chateaugay
River

Franklin Pulp Mill
Road to the
Forge.

5 1982/
1995

 G, H Hydrologic-One
of the last
remaining,
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing river
segments in the
section from
Chateaugay
Lake to the
Canadian border
where the river
drops 1000 feet
in 17 miles.
However, a new
hydropower plant
with
bypass/penstock
has destroyed
most of the
ORV's at High
Falls.

Geologic-

Segment
includes a variety
of flow gradeints
including the
significant High
Falls area.

 

Chateaugay
River

Franklin Park
Boundary
(Lower
Chateaugay
Lake) to Bluff
Point (Upper
Chateaugay
Lake)

4 1982  S See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Chateaugay
River

Franklin Canadian
border to the
abandoned
railroad line
near
Chateaugay

6 1982  S, G,
O

Hydrologic-(One
of the last
remaining,
relatively
undeveloped free-
flowing river
segments in the
section. From
Chateaugay
Lake to the
border where the
river drops 1000
feet in 17 miles.)

Scenic-(A unique

 



and diverse
range of views
related to a
variety of spatial
enclosures,
islands,
topographic
diversity and
vegetative cover.)

Geologic-
(Segment flows
through the
unique
Chateaugay
Chasin, a deep
box-like gorge
with near-vertical
walls of 100 feet
and more.)

Chateaugay
River

Franklin Abandoned
railroad line
near
Chateaugay
to the Forge

7 1982  G, O Hydrologic-(One
of the last
remaining
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing river
segments in the
section. From
Chateaugay
Lake to the
border where the
river drops 1000
feet in 17 miles.)

Geologic-
(Segment
includes a variety
of flow gradients
including the
sigfificant High
Falls area.)

 

Chemung River Chemung West of
South
Corning Rd.
to Fitch
Bridge

6 1982  G Geologic-
(Corridor
includes nearly 4
miles of unique
steep, wooded
bluffs and slopes
arising to heights
of more than 800
feet above the
river.)

 

Claverack Creek Columbia Stottville to
Red Mills

8 1982  R Recreation-
(Segment
includes a
diversity of
unique flow
gradients
including Class 4
rapids.)

 

Clyde River Wayne West of 9 1982 H Historic-(Within



Clyde River Wayne West of
Clyde to
Creager
Bridge

9 1982  H Historic (Within
the segment is a
portion of the
Erie Canal which
was the first
major U.S. Canal
project and most
important
engineering
undertaking of
the early 19th
century.)

 

Cohocton River Steuben Confluence
with Tioga
River to
Atlanta.

37 1995  R, G,
F

Recreation-Class
I whitewater
seasonally.
Year-round trout
fishing in the
upper 17 miles of

reach. Seasonal
trout fishing
downstream of
village of Avoca.
Two sections
with special
fishing
regulations within
segment of reach
above Bath.

Geologic-Unique
aquifer in vicinity
of villages of
Wallace and
Avoca.

Fish-Self-
sustaining brown
and brook trout
populations
present year-
round in vicinity
of special
regulations
section between
Wallace and
Avoca.

 

Cold River Hamilton,
Franklin,
Essex

Confluence
with Raquette
River to Duck
Hole

14 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Conewango
Creek

Chautauqua-
Cattaraugus

PA Border to
Clear Creek
near
Jamestown

33 1982  O Botanic-(85% of
the segment
flows through an
ecologically
significant river
swamp, the
extent of which
is unique to the
section.)

 



Connetquot
River

Suffolk Johnson
Avenue to
south of
Sunrise
Highway.

6 1982  R, O Recreation-A
unique proximity
to high
concentrations of
population that
offers both
quality trout
fishing
opportunities, as
well as an easy

canoe paddle.

Hydrologic-One
of the last 3
remaining,
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing river
segments on
Long Island.

 

Deer River Franklin, St.
Lawrence

Confluence
with the St.
Regis River
to APA
boundary

36 1982  O Hydrologic-
(Longest
remaining
example of a
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing river
segment in the
section.)

 

Deer River Franklin Park
boundary to
Deer River
Flow

6 1982  S See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Delaware River,
East Branch

Delaware Hancock to
East Branch.

17 1995  R, O Hydrologic-One
of the only
remaining free-
flowing,
undeveloped river
segments in the
Upper Delaware
basin.

Recreational-
Unique fishing
opportunities for
native brown and
rainbow trout and
migratory
American shad.

 

Delaware River,
East Branch

Delaware Harvard to
Downsville

10 1982  C, O Hydrologic-(One
of the last
remaining
relatively
undeveloped,
high order, free-
flowing river
segments in this

 



section.)

Cultural-
(Adjacent to the
segment corridor
is a
representative
example of a
former river
industry in
Corbett. Within
this hamlet is an
acid factory store
building,
community
building and 42
houses built to
initiate acid
production in
1912.)

East Canada
Creek

Herkimer,
Fulton,
Hamilton

Dolgeville to
headwaters
near Powley
Place

13 1982  S, F See Ampersand
Creek
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

East Canada
Creek

Herkimer,
Fulton, and
Hamilton

Dogleville to
headwaters
near Powley
Place.

27 1982/
1995

 S, R,
F, O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

East Stony
Creek

Hamilton
and Warren

Great
Sacandaga
Lake to
Lixard Pond.

25 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Esopus Creek Ulster Ashokan
Reservoir to
Winnisook
Lake.

27 1995  S, R,
F

Scenic-Reach
located in heart
of Catskill
Mountains.

Recreation-
Water diversions
by New York
City from
Schoharie
Reservoir via the
Shandaken
Tunnel provide
excellent trout
fishing and
tubing for the
lower 13 miles
throughout the
summer.
Traditional
catskill trout
fishery upstream
f t l Cl

 



of tunnel. Class
III whitewater
also provided by
directed releases
up to 4
weekends each
summer in
section
downstream of
tunnel.

Fish-Self-
sustaining trout
populations in
segment of
reach.

Fall Stream Hamilton Piseco Lake
to Mud Lake.

7 1995  S, R See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System).

Recreation-
Reach provides
summer flatwater
paddling except
for the upper Vly
Lake-Mud Lake
section.

 

Fish Creek Oneida Oneida Lake
to confluence
of East and
West
Branches.

16 1995  R, F Recreation-
Flatwater
paddling
opportunity in
close proximity
of greater
Syracuse area.
Riverine walleye
fishery after
spawning
season.

Fish-Important
walleye
spawning area.
Special fishing
regulations for
this reach.

 

Fish Creek,
East Branch

Oneida Confluence
with West
Branch to
East Branch
Fish Creek
Reservoir.

17 1995  S, R,
F

Scenic-Reach
contains a
scenic gorge.

Recreation-
Brown and brook
trout fishery in
upper part of
reach. Seasonal
walley fishery
below NY Rt. 69
bridge at Taberg.
Class III-IV
whitewater
between

 



between
Yorkland and
Taberg.

Fish-Walleye
spawning habitat
to Rt. 69 bridge
at Taberg. Self-
sustaining brown
and brook trout
populations in
upper part of
reach.

Fish Creek,
West Branch

Oneida Confluence
with the East
Branch to NY
Rt. 13 bridge
above
Westdale.

25 1995  R, F,
W

Recreation-Class
I paddling except
for a little Class II
water near
confluence.
Seasonal
walleye fishing in
lower part of
reach.

Fish-Walleye
spawning habitat
up to dam at
McConnellesville.

Wildlife-Reach
includes
Westdale Marsh.

 

Fox Creek Jefferson Confluence
with South
Sandy Creek
to the Loraine
- E. Boylston
Rd.

7 1982  O   

Genesee River Allegany,
Wyoming,
and
Livingston

Portageville
to NY Route
19 Bridge at
Belmont

40 1982/
1995

 R, O Hydrologic-
Unique large,
undeveloped high
order river.

Recreational-

Class I paddling
through most of
segment.

 

Genesee River Allegany Rt. 19 bridge
at Belmont to
Rt. 19 bridge
at Shongo .

25 1995  O Recreational-
Mostly Class II
paddling.

 

Genesee River Wyoming Mount Morris
to
Portageville

21 1982/
1995

 S, R,
G

Geologic-Three
significant
waterfalls. The
most outstanding
example of
representative
river related
topographic
features in the

 



section.

Recreational-
Class II and III
paddling for six
miles between
Lee's Landing
(below Lower
Falls) and St.
Helena.

Scenic-Segment
is within
Letchworth State
Park and has a
"scenic"
designation
under the New
York State
Rivers Program
for its scenic
qualities.

Genesee River Monroe,
Livingston

NY State
Thruway to
Rt. 36 near
Mount Morris

40 1982  O Hydrologic-
(Unique largely
undeveloped,
high order river.)

 

Genesee River Allegany,
Wyoming,
Livingston

Portageville
to Belmont

40 1982  O Hydrologic-
(Unique large,
undeveloped,
high order river.)

 

Genesee River Wyoming Mount Morris
to
Portageville

7 1982  G Geologic-(Three
significant
waterfalls. The
most outstanding
example of

representative
river related
topographic
features in the
section.)

 

Genesee River Monroe and
Livingston

NY Route
252 to Route
36 near Mt.
Morris

49 1982/
1995

 R, O Hydrologic-
Unique, largely
undeveloped,
high order river.

Recreational-
Class I paddling
through entire
segment except
for one mile of
Class II waters
near NY Route
36.

 

Grasse River St.
Lawrence

Northernmost
Park
boundary
crossing to
confluence of

5 1982  F See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)

 



Middle and
South
Branches

comments.

Grasse River,
Middle Branch

St.
Lawrence

Confluence
with the
South Branch
to confluence
with Pleasant
Lake Stream
and Blue
Mountain
Stream

15 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Grasse River,
North Branch

St.
Lawrence

Park
Boundary to
Church Pond

25 1982  W See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Grasse River,
South Branch

St.
Lawrence

Confluence
with the
Middle
Branch to
Center Pond

44 1982  S, F See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Great Chazy
River

Clinton Robideau
Road Bridge
to Chazy

Lake

6 1982  S See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack

Province River
System)
comments.

 

Gulf Stream Jefferson,
Lewis

Confluence
with Sandy
Creek to the
headwaters
of Jacobs
Creek

20 1982  G Geologic-
(Segment
includes the
Inman Gulf area
with 200 foot
gorge and two
significant
waterfalls.)

 

Hoosic River Rensselaer Hoosick Falls
to near North
Pownal

10 1982  O Archaeologic-
(Corridor
contains 10
known
prehistoric
archaeological
sites.)

VT

Hoosic River Rensselaer Confluence
with the
Hudson River
to
Schaghticoke

6 1982  G, O Geologic-
(Segment
includes and
flows through
200' deep Hoosic
River Gorge,
significant
plateau remnants
of the pre-glacial
Hoosic delta and
a large bedrock
island with an

 



island with an
unusual forest
cap.)

Archeologic-
(Corridor
includes the
8,000 year old
Schaghticoke
Indian Site.)

Hydrologic-(One
of the last
remaining,
sparsely
developed free-
flowing river
segments in this
section.)

Hudson River Ulster,
Columbia,
Dutchess

North of
Barrytown to
south of
Malden on
Hudson

5 1982  F, H,
O

Fish-(Corridor
includes
significant fish
habitat areas at
the confluence
with Esopus
Creek and the
Tivoli Bay area.)

Hydrologic-(The
southernmost
remaining free-
flowing, sparsely
developed
segment of the
Hudson River.)

Historic-
(Segment
includes the
Clermont, the
home of Robert
Livingston, a
National Historic
Landmark.)

 

Hudson River Greene,
Columbia

North of
Coxsackie
Island to
above New
Baltimore

5 1982  H, O Historic-
(Segment
includes the
Stuyvesant Falls
Mill District, a
National Historic
Register Site.)

Hydrologic-(One
of three
remaining
sparsely
developed, free-
flowing Hudson
River segments
outside of the
Adirondack
Park.)

 



Hudson River Essex,
Hamilton,
Saratoga,
Warren

Congluence
with the
Sacandaga
River to the
confluence
with the
Opalescent

82 1982  S, R,
G, O

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Hudson River Greene,
Columbia

North of
Hudson to
south of
Coxsackie

4 1982  H, O Fish-(The
stockport Creek
area is
recognized as a
significant fish
habitat.)

Hydrologic-(One

of three
remaining
sparsely
developed, free-
flowing Hudson
River segments
outside of the
Adirondack
Park.)

 

Hunger Kill Albany Confluence
with the
Normans Kill
to Kydius St.

5 1982   See Normans
Kill comments.

 

Independence
River

Lewis Confluence
with the
Black River
to Pine Grove
Rd.

4 1982  G, O See Black River
comments.

 

Independence
River

Lewis,
Herkimer

Park
Boundary to
Little
Diamond
Pond

20 1982  S, F,
W

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Indian River Hamilton,
Herkimer

Confluence
with the
South Branch
of the Moose
River to
Brook Trout
Lake

16 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Indian River Essex,
Hamilton

Confluence
with the
Hudson River
to Indian
Lake

8 1982  F See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Indian River Jefferson,
Lewis

Antwerp to
headwaters

32 1982  G Geologic-
(Segment
includes a noted
representative

 



rep ese tat e
example of
straight, parallel,
narrow and steep
valley. Within
this area, which
encompasses
the river and
Indian Lake, is a
striking fault-

related
lineament.
Corridor also
includes out-
representative
examples of
drumlins, kames,
kame terraces
and outwash
deposits.)

Jordan River St.
Lawrence,
Franklin

Carry Falls
Reservoir to
Marsh

21 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Kaikout Kill Albany Confluence
with the
Hunger Kill to
the
headwaters
pond near the
City of
Albany
boundary

2 1982  S, C Cultural-(River
corridor
reportedly served
as the inspiration
for Longfellow to
create the
famous
"Hiwatha".)

Scenic-(A wide
variey and
diversity of
unique views and
spatial
experience
realted to
enclosing
slopes, abrupt
terraces, cove-
like apertures
and trough-like
structures.)

 

Kayaderosseras
Creek

Saratoga One mile
north of
Ballston Spa
to Rock City
Falls

7 1982  R Recreation-
(Unique
proximity to
urban
populations in
albany and
Schenectady.
Segment
includes a
diversity of flow
gradients
including Class
IV rapids.)

 



Kinderhook

Creek

Columbia,

Rensselaer

Confluence

with
Stockport
Creek to NY
Rt. 22 bridge.

46 1995  R, F,

H

Recreation-Close

proximity to
Capital District
region. Trout
fishing
throughout upper
part of reach;
warmwater
fishing
throughout lower
part of reach.
Variety of
paddling
opportunities,
ranging from
Class I to III
within reach.

Fish-Significant
fish spawning
and nursery
habitat in lower
reaches for fish
migrating from
Hudson River.

Historic-Reach
includes the
Stuyvesant Falls
Mill District, a
National Historic
Register Site,
and the Martin
Van Buren Home
and Shaker
Museum,
National Historic
Landmarks.

 

Kunjamuk River Hamilton Confluence
with the
Sacandaga
River to
South Pond

20 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Little Hoosic
River

Rensselaer Confluence
with the
Hoosic River
to near
Petersburg

6 1982  O Hydrologic-(One
of three
remaining
sparsely
developed, free-
flowing rivers in
this section.)

 

Long Pond
Outlet

St.
Lawrence

Confluence
with the
West Branch

of the St.
Regis River
to Long Pond

16 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack

Province River
System)
comments.

 

Mad River Oswego, Confluence 9 1982  O See Salmon  



Jefferson with the
North Branch
to the
headwaters
near the
county
boundary

River (segment
from Salmon
Reservoir to the
headwaters of
the East Branch)
comments.

Marble River Franklin Hatchery to
headwaters.

4 1995  O Other-Principal
water supply
source for
Chateauguay
State Fish
Hatchery.

 

Marion River Hamilton Raquette
Lake to
Utowana
Lake

5 1982  H, C See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Mill Creek Warren Confluence
with the
Hudson to
Garnet Lake

13 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Mohawk River Oneida North of Rt.
12 to Stanwix

8 1982  O Hydrologic-(The
last remaining,
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing
segment of the
Mohawk River.)

 

Mohawk River Oneida Delta
Reservoir
upstream to
confluences
of East and
West
Branches
near hamlet
of West
Branch.

12 1995  H Hydrologic-One
of the last
remaining,
relatively
undeveloped,
free-flowing
segments of the
Mohawk River.

 

Mongaup Creek Sullivan Fish hatchery
to Mongaup
Pond; Henry

Brook from
Mongaup
Creek to
Hodge Pond.

5 1995  O Other-Primary
water supply
source for

Catskill State
Fish Hatchery.

 

Moose Creek Essex Confluence
with Cold
River to
Moose Pond

5 1982  O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

M Ri L i P k 16 1982 S R S A d



Moose River Lewis,
Herkimer

Park
Boundary to
the
confluence
with the
Middle and
South
Branches

16 1982  S, R,
G

See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Moose River,
Middle Branch

Herkimer Confluence
with the
South Branch
to the
confluence
with the
North Branch

10 1982  S, R See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Moose River,
North Branch

Herkimer Confluence
with the
Middle
Branch to Big
Moose Lake

19 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

Moose River,
South Branch

Herkimer Confluence
with the
Middle
Branch to
Little Moose
Lake

39 1982  S, O See Ampersand
Brook
(Adirondack
Province River
System)
comments.

 

 

Challenge Cost Share Program | Federal Lands to Parks | Hydropower Relicensing Program 

Land and Water Conservation Fund | National Center for Recreation and Conservation | National Trails System 

Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers | Rivers and Trails Program | Urban Park and Recreation Recovery

 Webmaster Last Modified 2-27-09

NPS.gov  U.S. Department of the Interior  FOIA   Privacy  Disclaimer  USA.gov

 



Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers - NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/32739.html[12/17/2013 9:53:58 AM]

    Printer-friendly   Subject Index    

Home » Lands and Waters » Watersheds, Lakes, Rivers » Wild, Scenic and
 Recreational Rivers

Outdoor Activities

Animals, Plants, Aquatic Life

Chemical and Pollution Control

Energy and Climate

Lands and Waters

Watersheds, Lakes, Rivers

Wild, Scenic and
 Recreational Rivers

Education

Permits and Licenses

Public Involvement and News

Regulations and Enforcement

Publications, Forms, Maps

About DEC

Find on this Page

Wild Rivers

Scenic Rivers

Recreational Rivers

Important Links

Wild, Scenic and
 Recreational Rivers
 Permit Program

PDF Help

For help with PDFs on
 this page, please call
 518-402-8924.

Contact for this
 Page

DEC Division of Fish,
 Wildlife and Marine
 Resources
625 Broadway
Albany, New York
 12233-4756
518-402-8853
Send us an email

This Page Covers

Wild, Scenic and
 Recreational Rivers
Wild Rivers
1. Cedar River: (a) Approximately seven miles from the

 southwest boundary of lot 82, Township 17, Totten
 and Crossfield's Purchase to the Hamilton County line;
 and
 (b) Approximately seven and three-tenths miles from
 the outlet of Cedar Lakes to a point where a road
 crosses the river approximately one and one-half miles
 upstream of Cedar River flow.

2. Cold River: Approximately fourteen miles from the
 Duck Hole to the confluence with the Raquette River
 and the entire three-mile length of Ouluska Pass
 Brook.

3. Hudson River: Approximately ten and one-half miles
 from the confluence of the Cedar River to the
 confluence with the Boreas River.

4. Indian River: Approximately thirteen miles from Brook
 Trout lake to the confluence with the South Branch of
 the Moose River.

5. Kunjamuk River: Approximately eight miles from the
 outlet of South Pond to a fish barrier dam near the
 southwest boundary of Lot 9, Township 31, Gorton
 Tract.

6. Opalescent River: Approximately eleven miles from
 Flowed Lands to the confluence with the Hudson
 River.

7. Oswegatchie River, Main Branch: Approximately
 eighteen and one-half miles from the Partlow Mill Dam

Enter search words
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 to the southernmost boundary between private and
 state land at Inlet.

8. Oswegatchie River, Middle Branch: Approximately
 fourteen and one-half miles from the north boundary of
 Lot 27, Watson's East Triangle to a point one mile
 downstream of the confluence with Wolf Creek.

9. Piseco Outlet: Approximately four and one fifth miles
 from a point one-half mile east of the Route 10 bridge
 crossing to the confluence with the West Branch of the
 Sacandaga River.

10. Sacandaga River, East Branch: Approximately eleven
 and one-half miles from Botheration Pond to a point
 one-half mile above the confluence with Cook Brook.

11. Sacandaga River, West Branch: (a) Approximately
 seven miles from the confluence of the Piseco Lake
 outlet to the confluence with Dugway Creek;
 (b) Approximately nine miles from the source near
 Silver Lake Mountain to the Silver Lake wilderness
 boundary near Route 10; and
 (c) Approximately two and seven-tenths miles from the
 confluence with Cow Creek to the confluence with
 Piseco outlet.

12. West Canada Creek: Approximately eight miles from
 Mud Lake to the Old Mitchell dam site.

13. West Canada Creek, South Branch: Approximately five
 and nine-tenths miles from the headwaters near T-
Lake Falls to a footbridge crossing located
 approximately one mile upstream of the Floe.

Scenic Rivers
1. Ampersand Brook: Approximately eight miles from

 Ampersand Pond to the confluence with the Raquette
 River.

2. Ausable River: Approximately nine miles from Marcy
 swamp to St. Hubert's.

3. Black River: Approximately seven and eight-tenths
 miles from the point where Farr Road crosses the river
 to the point where the river intersects the Adirondack
 Park boundary.

4. Blue Mountain Stream: Approximately nine miles from
 the outlet of Clear Pond to the confluence with
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 Pleasant Lake stream.

5. Bog River: Approximately seven and three-tenths miles
 from the dam below Hitchens Pond to Big Tupper
 Lake.

6. Boreas River: Approximately eleven and one-half miles
 from Cheney Pond to the confluence with the Hudson
 River.

7. Bouquet River: (a) Approximately six miles of the North
 Fork from the headwaters on Dial Mountain to the
 bridge on Route 73; and
 (b) Approximately five and one-half miles of the South
 Fork from the headwaters to the bridge on Route 73.

8. Carmens River: (a) Approximately two and one-quarter
 miles from its headwaters at the north boundary of
 Cathedral Pines Park (formerly Camp Wilderness),
 Suffolk County, southerly to its intersection with the
 southern boundary of Camp Sobaco (Girl Scout
 Camp);
 (b) Approximately two and one-half miles from
 Yaphank Avenue, Suffolk County, southerly to the
 Concrete Wing Dam in Southhaven Park; and
 (c) Approximately two and one-half miles from the
 south side of Sunrise Highway, Suffolk County,
 southerly to the mouth of the river (a line between
 Long Point and Sandy Point) at its confluence with
 Great South Bay.

9. Cedar River: (a) Approximately five miles from the
 Hamilton County line to the confluence with the
 Hudson River; and
 (b) Approximately ten miles from a point where a road
 crosses the river one and one-half miles pstream of
 Cedar River flow to a point where a southerly
 extension of the northeast state land boundary of Lot
 96, Township 33, Totten and Crossfield's Purchase,
 would intersect the river.

10. Deer River: Approximately six and two-tenths miles
 from the outlet of Deer River flow to a point where the
 river intersects the Adirondack Park boundary.

11. East Canada Creek: Approximately twenty and nine-
tenths miles from Powley Place to a point at which the
 creek intersects the Adirondack Park boundary near
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 Sprite Creek at the southwest corner of Lot 45, Town
 of Oppenheim, Lott and Low's Patent.

12. Genesee River: Within Letchworth State Park.

13. Grasse River, Middle Branch: Approximately fourteen
 and one-half miles from the confluence of Blue
 Mountain stream and Pleasant Lake stream to the
 confluence of the South Branch of the Grasse River.

14. Grasse River, North Branch: Approximately twentyfive
 and four-tenths miles from the outlet of Church Pond
 to a point where the North Branch intersects the
 Adirondack Park boundary.

15. Grasse River, South Branch: (a) Approximately
 thirtyfive and two-tenths miles from the outlet of Center
 Pond to the confluence with the outlet of Allen Pond;
 and
 (b) Approximately three and seven-tenths miles from
 the most southerly point where the South Branch of
 the Grasse River intersects the Adirondack Park
 boundary, north to the confluence with the Middle
 Branch of the Grasse River.

16. Hudson River: (a) Approximately nine miles from the
 hamlet of Newcomb to the confluence with the Cedar
 River; and
 (b) Approximately four miles from the confluence with
 the Boreas River to a point one mile north of the
 hamlet of North River.

17. Independence River: Approximately twentysix miles
 from the outlet of Little Independence Pond to the
 point where the Sperryville Bridge crosses the river.

18. Jordan River: Approximately eighteen miles from the
 outlet of Marsh Pond to Carry Falls Reservoir.

19. Kuniamuk River: Approximately ten and four-tenths
 miles from a fish barrier dam near the southwest
 boundary of Lot 9, Township 31, Gorton Tract, to the
 confluence with the Sacandaga River.

20. Lonq Pond Outlet: Approximately sixteen miles from
 the outlet of Long Pond to the confluence with the
 West Branch of the St. Regis River.

21. Marion River: Approximately five miles from the outlet
 of Utowana lake to Raquatte Lake.

22. Moose River, Main Branch: Approximately fifteen and
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 four-fifths miles from the confluence of the South and
 Middle Branches of the Moose River to a point where
 the Main Branch intersects the Adirondack Park
 boundary.

23. Moose River, North Branch: Approximately six miles
 from the outlet of Big Moose Lake to the confluence
 with the outlet of Goose Pond.

24. Moose River, South Branch: (a) Approximately
 eighteen miles from the east boundary of the state
 land immediately west of Little Moose Lake to the west
 boundary of the state land near Rock Dam;
 (b) Approximately six and one-half miles from the east
 boundary of the state land just north of Woodhull
 Mountain downstream to the state land boundary near
 the confluence with the middle branch of the Moose
 River; and
 (c) Approximately fourteen and two-fifths miles from
 the west boundary of state land near Rock Dam to the
 east boundary of state land north of Woodhull
 Mountain.

25. Nissequoque River: Approximately one and four-tenths
 miles from the dam at the outlet of New Mill Pond to
 the pedestrian bridge south of Route 25/25A including
 its tributaries and ponds identified as P288 Phillips
 Millpond, P289 Willow Pond, P290 Upper Vail Pond,
 P291 Webster Pond, and P291a Lower Vail Pond (on
 a certain map titled "Official Classifications - Surface
 Waters of Western Suffolk County," published by the
 Water Resources Council and prepared by the New
 York Department of Health) in Suffolk County.

26. Osweqatchie River, Middle Branch: (a) Approximately
 nine miles from the outlet of Walker Lake to the north
 boundary of Lot 27, Watson's East Triangle; and
 (b) Approximately fourteen and two-fifths miles from a
 point one mile downstream of the confluence with Wolf
 Creek to a point where the Middle Branch intersects
 the Adirondack Park boundary at the southeast
 boundary of Lot 993, Township of Diana, Macomb's
 Purchase, Great Tract 4.

27. Osweqatchie River, West Branch: Approximately seven
 miles from the outlet of Buck Pond to a point
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 approximately one mile upstream of Round Pond at
 the point where a foot and snowmobile bridge crosses
 the West Branch.

28. Otter Brook: Approximately ten miles from the outlet of
 Lost Pond to the confluence with the South Branch of
 the Moose River.

29. Peconic River: (a) Approximately ten and one-half
 miles from the western boundary of the Red Maple
 swamp to the Long Island railroad bridge between
 Connecticut and Edwards Avenue; and
 (b) Approximately three miles from Middle Country
 Road (State Route 25) to the confluence with the
 previously described segment of the Peconic including
 tributaries T112-5, T112-6 and T112-7.

30. Raquette River: (a) Approximately twenty miles from
 the outlet of Long Lake to the confluence with a small
 stream from the northeast, located approximately one
 mile downstream from Trombley Landing; and
 (b) Approximately thirteen and eight-tenths miles from
 the confluence with Dead Creek to a point where the
 river intersects the north boundary of Lot 1, Township
 5, Tannery Lot near Carry Falls Reservoir.

31. Red River: Approximately nine and seven-tenths miles
 from the headwaters of the river to the confluence with
 the South Branch of the Moose River.

32. Rock River: Approximately six and nine-tenths miles
 from the O'Neil flow road crossing to the confluence
 with the Cedar River.

33. Round Lake Outlet: Approximately two and seven-
tenths miles from the outlet of Round Lake to the
 confluence with the Bog River.

34. St. Reqis River, East Branch: Approximately fourteen
 and one-half miles from a point where Route 30
 crosses the East Branch near Meacham Lake, to a
 point one-half mile upstream from Everton Falls.

35. St. Reqis River, Main Branch: Approximately fifteen
 and five-tenths miles from a point where a private road
 to Bay Pond crosses the Main Branch in Lot 16,
 Township 17, Macomb's Purchase, Great Tract 1, to
 the confluence with Balsam Brook.

36. St, Reqis River, West Branch: Approximately thirtyfive
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 miles from the outlet of Little Fish Pond to a point one-
half mile downstream from the confluence with Fenner
 Meadow Brook.

37. West Canada Creek: Approximately seventeen miles
 from a point where the creek intersects that state land
 boundary approximately two miles upstream of the Old
 Mitchell Dam site, to the Route 8 bridge crossing near
 Nobleboro.

38. West Stoney Creek: Approximately seven and seven-
tenths miles from the Tannery Road crossing to the
 confluence with Hatch Brook.

Receational Rivers
1. Ausable River, East Branch: Approximately twenty-

eight and three-tenths miles from St. Huberts to the
 confluence with the West Branch.

2. Ausable River, Main Branch: Approximately twenty-two
 miles from the confluence of the East and West
 Branches of the Ausable River to Lake Champlain.

3. Ausable River, West Branch: (a) Approximately five
 miles from the state boundary along the River Road
 east of Big Cherry Patch Pond downstream to the
 state boundary immediately west of High Falls; and
 (b) Approximately twenty-nine and one-half miles from
 the headwaters of the West Branch near Heart Lake to
 the confluence with the East Branch.

4. Black River: Approximately six and three-fifths miles
 from the outlet of North Lake to a point where Farr
 Road crosses the river.

5. Bouquet River: Approximately forty-seven and seven-
tenths miles from the confluence with the North Fork of
 the Bouquet River to Lake Champlain.

6. Carmens River: (a) Approximately two miles from its
 intersection with the southern boundary of Camp
 Sobaco (Girl Scout Camp), southerly to Yaphank
 Avenue, Suffolk County; and
 (b) Approximately one mile southerly from the
 Concrete Wing Dam in Southhaven Park, Suffolk
 County, to Sunrise highway.

7. Cedar River: Approximately eleven miles from a point
 at which a southerly extension of the northeast state
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 land boundary parallel to the southwest boundary of
 Lot 96, Township 33, Totten and Crossfield's
 Purchase would intersect the river to the southwest
 boundary of Lot 82, Township 17, Totten and
 Crossfield's Purchase.

8. Connetquot River: Approximately five and three-fourths
 miles from Johnson Avenue, Suffolk County, south to
 the Sunrise highway.

9. Fall Creek: Approximately 1.8 miles from the southern
 boundary of Cayuga Lake to the west face of the foot
 bridge running across Fall Creek, which foot bridge is
 located between Thurston Avenue on the west and
 Beebe Lake on the east (in the City of Ithaca,
 Tompkins County).

10. Grasse River, South Branch: Approximately five and
 one-fifth miles from the confluence with the outlet of
 Allen Pond to the most southerly point where the
 South Branch intersects the Adirondack Park
 boundary.

11. Hudson River: (a) Approximately twelve and seven-
tenths miles from the confluence with the Opalescent
 River to a point where Route 28N crosses the Hudson
 Riverat Newcomb;
 (b) Approximately forty-five and nine-tenths miles from
 a point one mile north of North River to the confluence
 with the Sacandaga River.

12. Independence River: Approximately one-half mile from
 a point where the Sperryville bridge crosses the river
 to a point where the river intersects the Adirondack
 Park boundary.

13. Indian River: Approximately eight and three-tenths
 miles from the outlet of Indian Lake to the confluence
 with the Hudson River.

14. Moose River, Middle Branch: Approximately thirteen
 and four-tenths miles from the confluence with the
 North Branch of the Moose River to the confluence
 with the South Branch of the Moose River.

15. Moose River, North Branch: Approximately thirteen
 miles from the confluence with the outlet of Goose
 Pond to the confluence with the Middle Branch of the
 Moose River.
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16. Nissequogue River: (a) Approximately one and four-
tenths miles from State Route 347 to the dam at the
 outlet of New Mill Pond including its tributaries
 identified as P292-1 to Brooksite Drive and two
 unnamed tributaries P292-2 and P292-3; and
 (b) Approximately five miles from the pedestrian
 walkway and dam at the outlet of Phillips Millpond to
 its confluence with Long Island Sound including its
 tributaries and ponds connected therewith [specifically
 described as T-62 on a certain map entitled "Official
 Classifications - Surface Waters of Western Suffolk
 County," prepared by the New York State Department
 of Health and published by the Water Resources
 Council].

17. Oswegatchie River, Main Branch: Approximately two
 and three-tenths miles from the southernmost
 boundary between private and state land at Inlet to
 Wanakena.

18. Oswegatchie River, West Branch: Approximately six
 and one-tenth miles from a point approximately one
 mile upstream of Round Pond at the point where a foot
 and snowmobile bridge crosses the West Branch to a
 point where the river intersects the Adirondack Park
 boundary.

19. Peconic River: (a) Approximately five and one-half
 miles from the Long Island railroad bridge between
 Connecticut and Edwards Avenue to Grangabel Park
 dam in Riverhead;
 (b) Approximately two miles of the Little River
 (tributary Tl12-2) from and including Wildwood Lake to
 its confluence with the Peconic River.

20. Ramapo River: Approximately three and one-half miles
 from the Orange County line to the site of an
 abandoned power dam in the hamlet of Ramapo.

21. Raquette River: (a) Approximately twenty-two miles
 from the outlet of Raquette Lake to the outlet of Long
 Lake; and
 (b) Approximately seventeen miles from the
 confluence of the Raquette River and a small stream
 from the northeast, at a point approximately one mile
 downstream from Trombley Landing to the confluence
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 with Dead Creek.

22. Rock River: Approximately one and one-fifth miles from
 the outlet of Lake Durant to the O'Neil flow road
 crossing.

23. St. Regis River, East Branch: Approximately six and
 one-tenth miles from a point one-half mile upstream of
 Everton Falls to the confluence with the Main Branch
 of the St. Regis River.

24. St. Regis River, Main Branch: (a) Approximately seven
 miles from the St. Regis Church to a point where a
 private road to Bay Pond crosses the Main Branch in
 Lot 16, Township 17, Macomb's Purchase, Great Tract
 1; and
 (b) Approximately eighteen miles from the confluence
 with Balsam Brook to a point at which the river
 intersects the Adirondack Park boundary.

25. St. Regis River, West Branch: Approximately five and
 one-half miles from a point one-half mile downstream
 of the confluence with Fenner Meadow Brook to a
 point where the West Branch intersects the
 Adirondack Park boundary.

26. Sacandaga River, East Branch: Approximately fourteen
 miles from a point approximately one-half mile above
 Cook Brook to the confluence with the Main Branch of
 the Sacandaga River.

27. Sacandaga River, Main Branch: Approximately thirty-
one miles from the outlet of Lake Pleasant to the inlet
 of Great Sacandaga Lake.

28. Sacandaga River, West Branch: (a) Approximately ten
 and three-fifths miles from the Silver Lake wilderness
 boundary near the most upstream Route 10 bridge
 crossing to the confluence with Cow Creek; and
 (b) Approximately seven and two-tenths miles from the
 confluence of Dugway Creek to the confluence with
 the Main Branch of the Sacandaga River.

29. Salmon River: Approximately twelve and three-tenths
 miles from the outlet of Elbow Ponds to the point
 where the river intersects the Adirondack Park
 Boundary.

30. Saranac River, Main Branch: Approximately sixty and
 two-fifths miles from the outlet of Upper Saranac Lake
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 to the point where the river intersects the Adirondack
 Park boundary.

31. Schroon River: Approximately sixty-six and seven-
tenths miles from the outlet of the former Dead Water
 Pond to the confluence with the Hudson River.

32. Shawangunk Kill River: From the border of Ulster and
 Orange Counties to its confluence with the Wallkill
 River.

33. West Canada Creek: Approximately eleven miles from
 the Route 8 bridge crossing near Nobleboro to the
 Harvey Road bridge crossing.

34. West Canada Creek, South Branch: Approximately
 nine and seven-tenths miles from the footbridge
 crossing one mile upstream of the Floe to the
 confluence with the Main Branch of the West Canada
 Creek.

35. West Stony Creek: (a) Approximately six miles from the
 Persch Road crossing (to Tannery Road Crossing);
 and
 (b) Approximately two and seven-tenths miles from the
 confluence with Hatch Brook to the confluence with
 the Main Branch of the Sacandaga River.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Natural Resources of Concern

This resource list is to be used for planning purposes only — it is not an official species list.

Endangered Species Act species list information for your project is available online and listed below for
the following FWS Field Offices:

NEW YORK ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
3817 LUKER ROAD
CORTLAND, NY 13045
(607) 753-9334
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

Project Name:
NY Rising Buyout and Acquisition Program: Putnam County

Project Counties:
Putnam, NY

Project Type:
** Other **

Endangered Species Act Species List (USFWS Endangered Species Program).
There are a total of 4 threatened, endangered, or candidate species, and/or designated critical habitat on your species list. Species on
this list are the species that may be affected by your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For
example, certain fishes may appear on the species list because a project could cause downstream effects on the species. Please contact
the designated FWS office if you have questions.

Species that may be affected by your project:

Mammals Status Species Profile Contact
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Indiana bat   (Myotis sodalis)  
Population: Entire

Endangered species info New York Ecological 
Services Field Office

New England Cottontail rabbit   
(Sylvilagus transitionalis) 

Candidate species info New York Ecological 
Services Field Office

northern long-eared Bat   
(Myotis septentrionalis)  

Population: 

Proposed 
Endangered

species info New York Ecological 
Services Field Office

Reptiles

Bog Turtle   (Clemmys muhlenbergii)  
Population: northern

Threatened species info New York Ecological 
Services Field Office

FWS National Wildlife Refuges (USFWS National Wildlife Refuges Program).
There are no refuges found within the vicinity of your project.

FWS Migratory Birds (USFWS Migratory Bird Program).

Most species of birds, including eagles and other raptors, are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. 703). Bald eagles and golden eagles receive additional protection under the 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668). The Service's Birds of Conservation Concern (2008) report 
identifies species, subspecies, and populations of all migratory nongame birds that, without additional 
conservation actions, are likely to become listed under the Endangered Species Act as amended (16 U.S.C 1531 
et seq.).

NWI Wetlands (USFWS National Wetlands Inventory).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency that provides information on the extent and 
status of wetlands in the U.S., via the National Wetlands Inventory Program (NWI). In addition to impacts to 
wetlands within your immediate project area, wetlands outside of your project area may need to be considered 
in any evaluation of project impacts, due to the hydrologic nature of wetlands (for example, project activities 
may affect local hydrology within, and outside of, your immediate project area).  It may be helpful to refer to 
the USFWS National Wetland Inventory website. The designated FWS office can also assist you. Impacts to 
wetlands and other aquatic habitats from your project may be subject to regulation under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal Statutes.  Project Proponents should discuss the relationship of these 
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requirements to their  project  with the Regulatory Program of the appropriate 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District.





 Farmland Protection 
Checklist for HUD or Responsible Entity 

General requirements Legislation Regulation 

1.   Does your project include new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or change in use 
of land or property? 
 

2
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2.    Does your project meet one of the following exemptions? 

 
 

 

3 
 

Does “important farmland” regulated under the Farmland Protection Policy Act occur on the 
project site?   This includes prime farmland, unique farmland and/or land of statewide or local 
importance 
 
You may use the links below to determine if important farmland occurs on the project site: 
 

 



 

4.   Consider alternatives to completing the project on important farmland and means of 
avoiding impacts to important farmland.   

 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER
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38-40 State Street, Albany, NY 12207 
 

nyshcr.org 

ANDREW M. CUOMO
GOVERNOR

DARRYL C. TOWNS
COMMISSIONER/CEO

August 29, 2013 
 
Jack Nasca 
Director, Division of Environmental Permits 
New York Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233-1750 
 
 
Re: Program Introduction for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery 
(CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program, administered by New York State Homes 
and Community Renewal (NYSHCR): Air Quality Standards Compliance 
 
 
Dear Mr. Nasca: 
 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR) has been authorized to 
implement the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community 
Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program 
(Program) in accordance with the State of New York Action Plan for Community 
Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 2013 (Federal 
Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01).  This document is available for review at 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide the New York Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) notice of the Program and to obtain written confirmation from DEC 
that the proposed activities will be in compliance with Federal and New York State air 
quality standards.   
 
Program Overview 
The Implementation of the Program will be large-scale and will encompass several 
Counties throughout New York (refer to Action Plan).  Program descriptions are included 
in Attachment A, and a brief overview is included below.  A list of affected counties 
included in the CDBG-DR program is included in Attachment B.  Specific Federal 
Actions related to the program include: 
 

1. Rehabilitation and repair of 1-4 unit homes, 5+ unit buildings, and commercial 
properties. Rehabilitated properties within a floodplain will require raising 
foundations above the base flood elevation  

2. Reimbursement (incorporated as part of the Rehabilitation program). Qualifying 
participants may get reimbursed for expenses associated with disaster recovery, 
which were incurred before the CDBG-DR program funds were ready. 

3. Buy-out of storm-damaged properties. The State will buy eligible properties and 
will result in demolition and return to green space for perpetuity. 

 



Mr. Jack Nasca 
August 29, 2013 
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4. Acquisition of damaged properties.  The State will buy eligible properties and result in demolition 
and options for future land use. 

5. Economic Development- Eligible entities may receive funding for general economic recovery and 
improvement of the local economy. 

 
NYSHCR is anticipating it will be responsible for preparing approximately 133 Environmental Review 
Records (ERRs), covering the various actions within the various counties.  
 
Compliance 
Because of the large extent of the Program, it is appropriate to coordinate with DEC, so NYSHCR, as the 
Responsible Entity (RE), can accurately document compliance.   
 
NYSHCR anticipates the actions of the Program will conform to the State Implementation Plan because 
they are not anticipated to: 
 

1. Cause or contribute to a new violation of any existing standard in any area 
2. Increase the frequency or severity of any existing violation of any standard in any area, or 
3. Delay timely attainment of any standard or any required interim emission reduction or other 

milestones in any area. 
 
Mitigation measures such as dust suppression, covering haul loads, street sweeping, vehicle idling 
reduction, and spill mitigation measures, among others, are examples of Best Management Practices that 
may be implemented during the Program actions.  NYSHCR anticipates a Negative Declaration and 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for these actions.   
 
NYSHCR is requesting a program comprehensive response letter from DEC, covering all actions, that can 
be included in all Tier 1 ERRs to document that coordination with DEC is being completed, and that 
compliance with Federal and State air quality standards will be met.   
 
If you have question or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me at (518) 
486-3379 or hspitzberg@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
NEPA Certifying Officer 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 
  
 
cc.  Robin Keegan, NYSHCR 

Chris Leo, NYSHCR 
  
 
Attachment A - Program Descriptions 
Attachment B- List of Affected Counties Included in the CDBG-DR Program 
 



Attachment A- Program Descriptions 
 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery (Action Plan), issued April 25, 2013, is used as the overall reference for these 
programs and is incorporated by reference into these project descriptions. The State of New York 
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 
2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) may be referenced at: 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
 
Buyout/Acquisition
 
An overview of each activity under the program covered by this document is provided below. 
This program applies to 1- and 2-unit residential properties. 
 
Voluntary Buyouts and Acquisitions of One- and Two-unit Homes  
The Recreate NY Home Buyout Program will include the purchase of eligible substantially 
damaged properties (>50% of the pre-storm value of the property) inside the floodplain in storm-
impacted areas.  
 
Certain highest risk areas in the floodplains, determined to be among the most susceptible to 
future disasters and that therefore present a greater risk to people and property, will be identified 
by the State and its local partners for the purposes of this program as enhanced buyout areas (see 
below). The State will conduct purchases inside of the enhanced buyout areas as “buyouts,” as 
defined by HUD, whereby they will be eligible for purchase starting at 100% of the property’s 
pre-storm fair market value (FMV), plus available incentive(s) as outlined below.  
 
The State intends to conduct most purchases outside of the enhanced buyout areas as 
“acquisitions,” as defined by HUD, whereby purchase offers must begin with the post-storm 
FMV of the property.  
 
In accordance with the notice governing the use of these funds, properties purchased as a 
“buyout” will be maintained in perpetuity as coastal buffer zones, while properties purchased as 
“acquisitions” will be eligible for redevelopment in the future in a resilient manner to protect 
future occupants of this property. The post-purchase fate of most acquired properties will be 
determined by the State in consultation with local officials to ensure that the properties best serve 
the future goals of the community. In some cases, the properties will remain undeveloped and be 
transformed into parks or other non-residential uses, while in most cases they will be 
redeveloped in a resilient manner. 
 
Enhanced Buyout Areas 
Enhanced buyouts in select pre-defined targeted buyout areas, which will be determined in 
consultation with county and local governments, will include an incentive(s) ranging from 5%-
15% on top of the pre-storm FMV of property acquired through the buyout program. 
Reconstruction may not occur on lots in these areas. Lots will be maintained as coastal buffer 



zones or other non-residential/commercial uses; there may also be acquisition of vacant or 
undeveloped land in these targeted areas.  
 
Program Activities 
Summarized in the sections below are the physical program activities: 
 
Buyout 
Following purchase of the property, the land would remain open space in perpetuity. As 
applicable, structures on the properties would be removed.  The Housing Trust Fund Corporation 
would hold title to the property until the property is transferred to another owner, but will retain 
restrictions on use. 
 
Acquisition 
Following purchase of the property, the land may be developed in a resilient manner. The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner for development.  
 
 
Rehabilitation 1-4 Units and 5+ Units

In response to the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy and other natural disasters that occurred 
across the nation in 2011, 2012, and 2013, homeowners of disaster-declared counties who 
sustained damage will be invited to submit an application for assistance.  The Recreate New 
York Smart Homes Project activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide 
assistance for repairing damaged property, reconstructing damaged homes, and mitigating 
damaged properties for future resilience.  

The specific actions include rehabilitation and reconstruction of moderate, major, and substantial 
storm-damaged structures and elevation to the required advisory base flood elevation plus 
freeboard as required by each community’s floodplain ordinance as further described in the 
Floodplain Management Document.  It is anticipated that the renovations and elevations will take 
place within the existing footprint of the structure (unless elevation is not technically feasible 
without alteration of the footprint), and no additional structures will be built upon each approved 
project parcel.  Under this program, the expansion of the structure may not exceed 20% of the 
original pre storm footprint.  The structure must remain 1-4 units in size after rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

Wherever allowable by local building codes and any other law and/or regulation, homeowners 
will be allowed to choose whether to repair the original home, or rebuild (reconstruct) a new 
home in its place. However, only funding for the more cost-effective option will be provided. 

Reimbursement
The program may also provide reimbursements for homeowners of one- to four-unit buildings 
that have started or completed Hurricane Sandy-related rehabilitation work with personal 
resources, subject to restrictions in line with applicable laws, regulations, and the program 
requirements (e.g., eligibility criteria, grant restrictions).Reimbursement is contingent on 
compliance with Recreate NY 1-4 Unit Rehabilitation requirements discussed above 



 

Economic Development Program Description
The applicable programs from the Action Plan are: 

• Small Business Grant Program 
• Small Business Loan Program 
• Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
• Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 

 
An overview of each program covered by this document is provided below. 
 
Small Business Grant Program 
This program will provide funding grants to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of 
equipment, renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect 
businesses from future storms, and the following activities identified in Section 4 of the Action 
Plan: 

• Purchase of equipment, materials, inventory, furniture, fixtures  
• Employee training  
• Acquisition of real property  
• Working capital  
• Construction, rehabilitation, reconstruction of buildings)  
• Engineering, architectural, and/or design costs  
• Infrastructure directly associated with economic development activities  
• Technical assistance  
• Any other eligible business related activity (requires State consultation and approval)  
• Marketing and outreach to solicit applications from businesses eligible for any of the 

State’s proposed programs  
 

Small Business Loan Program 
This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of equipment, 
renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from 
future storms, and other activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan.  
 
Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to businesses and individuals qualified as a Coastal Fishing 
Industry. Details of this program are included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to eligible seasonal tourism businesses. Details of this 
program are also included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
 
 

 





 

 

 Environmental and Planning Consultants 

 

 1 June 2014 

 Evaluation of de minimis Levels for General Conformity of  
Construction Projects with New York State Implementation Plans 

The conformity requirements of the CAA and regulations promulgated thereunder (conformity 
requirements) limit the ability of federal agencies to assist, fund, permit, and approve projects in 
non-attainment areas that do not conform to the applicable SIP. When subject to this regulation, 
the lead agency is responsible for demonstrating conformity for its proposed action. Conformity 
determinations for federal actions other than those related to transportation plans, programs, and 
projects that are developed, funded, or approved under title 23 U.S.C. or the Federal Transit Act 
(49 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) must be made according to the requirements of 40 CFR 93, Subpart B 
(federal general conformity regulations). 

The general conformity regulations apply to those federal actions in non-attainment or 
maintenance areas where the action’s direct and indirect emissions have the potential to emit one 
or more of the six criteria pollutants at rates equal to or exceeding the prescribed rates. 

General conformity de minimis threshold levels for the non-attainment and maintenance areas in 
New York State are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 
General Conformity Threshold Levels 

Non-Attainment Area and Pollutants Threshold 
(tons/year) 

ozone, other non-attainment areas inside an ozone transport region:  
volatile organic compounds (VOC) 50 

nitrogen oxides (NOx) 100 
carbon monoxide (CO), maintenance areas: 

direct emissions 100 
inhalable particulate matter (PM10), nonattainment areas: 

direct emissions 100 
fine particulate matter (PM2.5), maintenance areas:  

direct emissions 100 
SO2 100 

Source: 40 CFR § 93.153(b) 
Notes:  NOx and VOCs also limited at 100 tpy in PM2.5 maintenance areas, but ozone 

requirements are stricter. 

The general conformity requirements do not apply to federal actions that: 
 Do not satisfy either one of the above conditions (where the action’s direct and indirect 

emissions have the potential to emit one or more of the six criteria pollutants at rates 
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equal to or exceeding the threshold levels above within a non-attainment or maintenance 
area); 

 Occur in an attainment area; 
 Are related to transportation plans, programs, and projects developed, funded, or 

approved under Title 23 U.S.C. or the Federal Transit Act (49 U.S.C. 1601); or  
 Qualify for exemptions established at 40 CFR Part 93.153. 

The regulation assumes that a proposed federal action whose criteria pollutant emissions have 
already been included in the local SIP’s attainment or maintenance demonstrations conforms to 
the SIP. 

Most construction work would not require a general conformity evaluation, since construction 
activity in general is included in the SIP estimates, based on past activity levels and assumptions 
regarding growth in future years. However, there may be projects which are not considered to be 
included in the SIP if they were beyond the scope of what was anticipated during SIP 
preparation. If a project is not included in the SIP or there is uncertainty regarding its inclusion, 
a preliminary evaluation of emissions may be sufficient to demonstrate that the project’s 
emissions would be de minimis under the above general conformity regulations. If that is the 
case, a detailed conformity analysis and determination would not be required. The following 
analysis provides a simplified approach to preliminary evaluation, based on construction 
expenditure. 

As a conservative estimate, the analysis below assumes that the emissions intensity per 
expenditure (tons per dollar) for the project would be similar to the average intensity of the 
construction sector in the county. This would not be applicable for projects with higher intensity 
(emissions per dollar) such as large infrastructure projects or intense development projects 
including substantial excavation and foundations work. Given this and other limitations of this 
analysis, it is recommended that this approach not be seen as definitive if the results are not 
clearly de minimis. In such cases, a more refined approach may be needed. 

Construction expenditure data is available from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2007 Survey of 
Business Owners.1 Since the expenditure data represent firms by their location and not 
necessarily the location where construction takes place, applying this data at the county level 
may skew the results in some cases. As a broader estimate, we have categorized the expenditure 
as ‘upstate’ and ‘downstate’, reflecting the higher cost of construction in the downstate area. 
Downstate counties include Bronx, Kings, Nassau, New York, Orange, Queens, Richmond, 
Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester. Total construction expenditure in 2007 was approximately 
23.1 billion dollars in the upstate area, and 71.8 billion in the downstate area. 

Construction emissions by county for the year 2007 were obtained from the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).2 The fraction each de minimis 
emissions level represents of total regional emissions was calculated for each pollutant and area 
(upstate and downstate). The fraction of construction expenditure in each area equivalent to 

                                                      
1 U.S. Census Bureau. 2007 Survey of Business Owners, Statistics for All U.S. Firms by Industry, Gender, 

Ethnicity, and Race for the U.S., States, Metro Areas, Counties, and Places: 2007; SB0700CSA01.  
2 NYSDEC. 2007 SIP data. (provided by DEC, 2014) 
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those emission fractions were then calculated, representing de minimis project construction 
expenditures which would be equivalent to de minimis emissions.  

For example, the downstate VOC emissions were 2,401.6 tons per year (tpy), and the relevant de 
minimis VOC emissions are 50 tpy; therefore— 

de minimis as fraction of total emissions: 50 tpy ÷ 2,401.6 tpy = 2.08% 
de minimis fraction of total expenditure: 2.08% × $71.8 bn = $𝟏. 𝟓 𝐛𝐧 

The total SIP emissions by pollutant and region and the resulting average project expenditure 
equivalent to de minimis levels are presented in Table 2.  

Table 2 
Regional SIP Emissions and 

de minimis Construction Expenditure 

Pollutant Region 
2007 SIP 

Emissions 
(tpy) 

De 
Minimis 

(tpy) 

Average 
Construction 
De Minimis 
Expenditure 

(million $) 

VOC Downstate 2,401.6 50 1,496 

Upstate 1,464.3 50 789 

NOx Downstate 16,332.1 100 440 

Upstate 9,745.2 100 237 

CO Downstate 17,522.1 100 410 

Upstate 11,746.2 100 197 

PM10 Downstate 1,489.6 100 4,823 

PM2.5 Downstate 1,442.3 100 4,981 

SO2 Downstate 1,251.9 100 5,738 

Notes: Only relevant pollutants by area are presented; see 
Table 3 for details. 

 

Based on the above analysis, projects with projected construction expenditure substantially 
lower than the average construction de minimis expenditure would clearly not exceed de 
minimis emissions levels for general conformity purposes. Table 3 identifies the minimum de 
minimis expenditure threshold in each county, based on the lowest level for all nonattainment or 
attainment maintenance areas within which the county is located. For example, New York 
County is in 4 nonattainment/maintenance areas; of all the pollutants relevant to those areas, the 
CO de minimis emissions have the lowest corresponding construction expenditure of 410 
million dollars. Standard construction projects in Manhattan with construction expenditure 
substantially lower than 410 million dollars in New York County would not exceed the de 
minimis level for any of the relevant pollutants and would not require any further analysis or 
conformity determination. For projects with components in more than one county, use the lowest 
threshold for all counties (if that exceeds de minimis levels, this can be refined by reviewing all 
appropriate pollutants based on the nonattainment/maintenance areas identified in Table 3, the 
appropriate pollutant for the area type from Table 1, and the de minimis expenditure for each 
pollutant from Table 2). 
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Table 3 
De Minimis Construction Expenditure Threshold by County 

County 

Nonattainment / Maintenance 
Area 

Critical 
Pollutant 

De Minimis 
Expenditure 
Threshold 
(million $) 

O
zo

n
e 

C
O

 

P
M

2.5  

P
M

10  

Upstate:             
Albany        NOx 237 
Erie        NOx 237 
Genesee        NOx 237 
Greene        NOx 237 
Livingston        NOx 237 
Monroe        NOx 237 
Montgomery        NOx 237 
Niagara        NOx 237 
Onondaga        CO 197 
Ontario        NOx 237 
Orleans        NOx 237 
Rensselaer        NOx 237 
Saratoga        NOx 237 
Schenectady        NOx 237 
Schoharie        NOx 237 
Wayne        NOx 237 

Downstate:             
Bronx      CO 410 
Dutchess        NOx 440 
Kings      CO 410 
Nassau      CO 410 
New York     CO 410 
Orange       NOx 440 
Putnam        NOx 440 
Queens      CO 410 
Richmond      CO 410 
Rockland       NOx 440 
Suffolk       NOx 440 
Westchester      CO 410 
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NYSDOS Coastal Consistency Consultation
and NYS Coastal Assessment Form
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 STATE OF NEW YORK 
 DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 ONE COMMERCE PLAZA 
 ANDREW M. CUOMO 99 WASHINGTON AVENUE CESAR A. PERALES 

 GOVERNOR ALBANY, NY 12231-0001 SECRETARY OF STATE 

 
 October 18, 2013 
 
  
 Ms. Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
 NEPA Certifying Officer 
 NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
 38-40 State Street 
 Hampton Plaza 
 Albany, NY  12207 
 Re:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery  
 (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program, administered by  
 New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR) 
  
 General Concurrence with Program; No Objection to Funding 

 
 Dear Ms. Spitzberg: 
 
 The Department of State received your letter request (dated August 29, 2013) for our agency’s review and  
 comprehensive program response.  This submission included the program overview, descriptions of program  
 components and objectives, current updates, and reference to additional supporting materials.   
 
  The Department of State has determined that this program is generally consistent with the policies and purposes  
  of the New York State Coastal Management Program (NYSCMP).  We anticipate that any substantial modifications  
  or additions to the CDBG-DR program will be further coordinated on an ongoing basis with the Department of State. 
 
 This General Concurrence is without prejudice to and does not obviate the need to obtain all other applicable 
 licenses, permits, and other forms of authorization or approval that may be required pursuant to existing State 
 statutes.   
 
 When communicating with us regarding this matter, please contact me at (518) 474-6000. 
 
 
  
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Jeff Zappieri 
 Manager of Consistency Review 
 Office of Planning & Development 
  
 JZ/ts 
 cc: Robin Keegan, NYSHCR 
  Chris Leo, NYSHCR 



38-40 State Street, Albany, NY 12207 

nyshcr.org 

ANDREW M. CUOMO
GOVERNOR

DARRYL C. TOWNS
COMMISSIONER/CEO

August 29, 2013 

Jeffrey Zappieri 
Supervisor, Consistency Review Unit 
Division of Coastal Resources 
State of New York 
Department of State 
One Commerce Plaza 
99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, New York 12231-0001 

Re: Program Update/Introduction of all Programs, and Request for General 
Consistency Concurrence for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) 
Housing Assistance Program, administered by New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal (NYSHCR)  

Dear Mr. Zappieri: 

On June 26, 2013, New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR) 
submitted a letter (via email) to the State of New York Department of State (DOS) 
requesting concurrence that the proposed activities for the 1-4 unit rehabilitation action 
are covered by the DOS general consistency concurrence criteria.  On July 3, DOS 
provided a response letter (project # F-2013-0533 FA) stating that the proposed activities 
in the June 26 letter meet the general consistency concurrence criteria, and the DOS has 
no objection to funding.   

As you may recall, NYSHCR has been authorized to implement the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant – 
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program (Program) in accordance 
with the State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant 
Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-
01).  This document is available for review at 
 http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   

Recently, NYSHCR has been directed to proceed with completing all Environmental 
Review Records (ERRs) for the entire Program.  Therefore, the purpose of this letter is to 
provide DOS notice of the Program actions updates and to obtain written confirmation 
from DOS that the proposed activities will be in compliance with general consistency 
concurrence criteria.  Actions in the Program that were not described in the June 26 letter 
include Rehabilitation, Buy out, Acquisition, and Economic Development, as described 
below. 



Mr. Jeffrey Zappieri 
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Program Overview 
The Implementation of the Program will be large-scale and will encompass several Counties throughout 
New York (refer to Action Plan).  Program descriptions are included in Attachment A, and a brief 
overview is included below.  A list of affected counties included in the CDBG-DR program is included in 
Attachment B.  Specific Federal Actions related to the program include: 

1. Rehabilitation and repair of 1-4 unit homes, 5+ unit buildings, and commercial properties.
Rehabilitated properties within a floodplain will require raising foundations above the base flood
elevation.

2. Reimbursement (incorporated as part of the Rehabilitation program). Qualifying participants may
get reimbursed for expenses associated with disaster recovery, which were incurred before the
CDBG-DR program funds were ready.

3. Buy-out of storm-damaged properties. The State will buy eligible properties and will result in
demolition and return to green space for perpetuity.

4. Acquisition of damaged properties.  The State will buy eligible properties and result in demolition
and options for future land use.

5. Economic Development- Eligible entities may receive funding for general economic recovery and
improvement of the local economy.

Compliance 
NYSHCR is anticipating it will be responsible for preparing approximately 133 Environmental Review 
Records (ERRs), covering the various actions within the various counties.  Because of the large extent of 
the Program, it is appropriate to coordinate with DOS, so NYSHCR, as the Responsible Entity (RE), can 
accurately document compliance.   

NYSHCR is requesting a program comprehensive response letter from DOS, covering all actions (in 
addition to the July 3 letter), that can be included in all Tier 1 ERRs to document that coordination with 
DOS is being completed, and general consistency concurrence criteria will be met.  The prior 
correspondence between NYSHCR and DOS is included in Attachment C for reference. 

If you have question or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me at (518) 
486-3379 or hspitzberg@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
NEPA Certifying Officer 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 

cc.  Robin Keegan, NYSHCR 
Chris Leo, NYSHCR 

Attachment A - Program Descriptions 
Attachment B- List of Affected Counties Included in the CDBG-DR Program 
Attachment C- Prior Correspondence 



Attachment A- Program Descriptions 
 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery (Action Plan), issued April 25, 2013, is used as the overall reference for these 
programs and is incorporated by reference into these project descriptions. The State of New York 
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 
2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) may be referenced at: 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
 
Buyout/Acquisition
 
An overview of each activity under the program covered by this document is provided below. 
This program applies to 1- and 2-unit residential properties. 
 
Voluntary Buyouts and Acquisitions of One- and Two-unit Homes  
The Recreate NY Home Buyout Program will include the purchase of eligible substantially 
damaged properties (>50% of the pre-storm value of the property) inside the floodplain in storm-
impacted areas.  
 
Certain highest risk areas in the floodplains, determined to be among the most susceptible to 
future disasters and that therefore present a greater risk to people and property, will be identified 
by the State and its local partners for the purposes of this program as enhanced buyout areas (see 
below). The State will conduct purchases inside of the enhanced buyout areas as “buyouts,” as 
defined by HUD, whereby they will be eligible for purchase starting at 100% of the property’s 
pre-storm fair market value (FMV), plus available incentive(s) as outlined below.  
 
The State intends to conduct most purchases outside of the enhanced buyout areas as 
“acquisitions,” as defined by HUD, whereby purchase offers must begin with the post-storm 
FMV of the property.  
 
In accordance with the notice governing the use of these funds, properties purchased as a 
“buyout” will be maintained in perpetuity as coastal buffer zones, while properties purchased as 
“acquisitions” will be eligible for redevelopment in the future in a resilient manner to protect 
future occupants of this property. The post-purchase fate of most acquired properties will be 
determined by the State in consultation with local officials to ensure that the properties best serve 
the future goals of the community. In some cases, the properties will remain undeveloped and be 
transformed into parks or other non-residential uses, while in most cases they will be 
redeveloped in a resilient manner. 
 
Enhanced Buyout Areas 
Enhanced buyouts in select pre-defined targeted buyout areas, which will be determined in 
consultation with county and local governments, will include an incentive(s) ranging from 5%-
15% on top of the pre-storm FMV of property acquired through the buyout program. 
Reconstruction may not occur on lots in these areas. Lots will be maintained as coastal buffer 



zones or other non-residential/commercial uses; there may also be acquisition of vacant or 
undeveloped land in these targeted areas.  
 
Program Activities 
Summarized in the sections below are the physical program activities: 
 
Buyout 
Following purchase of the property, the land would remain open space in perpetuity. As 
applicable, structures on the properties would be removed.  The Housing Trust Fund Corporation 
would hold title to the property until the property is transferred to another owner, but will retain 
restrictions on use. 
 
Acquisition 
Following purchase of the property, the land may be developed in a resilient manner. The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner for development.  
 
 
Rehabilitation 1-4 Units and 5+ Units

In response to the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy and other natural disasters that occurred 
across the nation in 2011, 2012, and 2013, homeowners of disaster-declared counties who 
sustained damage will be invited to submit an application for assistance.  The Recreate New 
York Smart Homes Project activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide 
assistance for repairing damaged property, reconstructing damaged homes, and mitigating 
damaged properties for future resilience.  

The specific actions include rehabilitation and reconstruction of moderate, major, and substantial 
storm-damaged structures and elevation to the required advisory base flood elevation plus 
freeboard as required by each community’s floodplain ordinance as further described in the 
Floodplain Management Document.  It is anticipated that the renovations and elevations will take 
place within the existing footprint of the structure (unless elevation is not technically feasible 
without alteration of the footprint), and no additional structures will be built upon each approved 
project parcel.  Under this program, the expansion of the structure may not exceed 20% of the 
original pre storm footprint.  The structure must remain 1-4 units in size after rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

Wherever allowable by local building codes and any other law and/or regulation, homeowners 
will be allowed to choose whether to repair the original home, or rebuild (reconstruct) a new 
home in its place. However, only funding for the more cost-effective option will be provided. 

Reimbursement
The program may also provide reimbursements for homeowners of one- to four-unit buildings 
that have started or completed Hurricane Sandy-related rehabilitation work with personal 
resources, subject to restrictions in line with applicable laws, regulations, and the program 
requirements (e.g., eligibility criteria, grant restrictions).Reimbursement is contingent on 
compliance with Recreate NY 1-4 Unit Rehabilitation requirements discussed above 



 

Economic Development Program Description
The applicable programs from the Action Plan are: 

• Small Business Grant Program 
• Small Business Loan Program 
• Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
• Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 

 
An overview of each program covered by this document is provided below. 
 
Small Business Grant Program 
This program will provide funding grants to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of 
equipment, renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect 
businesses from future storms, and the following activities identified in Section 4 of the Action 
Plan: 

• Purchase of equipment, materials, inventory, furniture, fixtures  
• Employee training  
• Acquisition of real property  
• Working capital  
• Construction, rehabilitation, reconstruction of buildings)  
• Engineering, architectural, and/or design costs  
• Infrastructure directly associated with economic development activities  
• Technical assistance  
• Any other eligible business related activity (requires State consultation and approval)  
• Marketing and outreach to solicit applications from businesses eligible for any of the 

State’s proposed programs  
 

Small Business Loan Program 
This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of equipment, 
renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from 
future storms, and other activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan.  
 
Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to businesses and individuals qualified as a Coastal Fishing 
Industry. Details of this program are included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to eligible seasonal tourism businesses. Details of this 
program are also included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
 
 

 































 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 
New York Natural Heritage Program 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor, Albany, New York 12233-4757 
Phone: (518) 402-8935 • Fax: (518) 402-8925 
Website: www.dec.ny.gov 
 

 
 
        September 4, 2013 
 
Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
Director, Environmental Analysis Unit 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
Dear Ms. Spitzberg: 
 
  We have received your request of August 27, 2013, regarding the reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of storm-damaged 1-4 unit homes and 5+ unit homes, the economic development 
programs, and the buyout/acquisition of storm-damaged homes, in counties throughout New 
York State, as part of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community 
Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Housing Assistance Program, administered by 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal. 
 
 The New York Natural Heritage database has no records of state or federal endangered, 
threatened, or rare species which are found in existing residential buildings in New York State. 
Regarding the rehabilitation and reconstruction of existing residential buildings, given that no 
new construction of buildings will occur under this program, we therefore do not identify any 
potential impacts to endangered, threatened, and/or rare species or their habitats by the proposed 
rehabilitation activities in the counties listed in the Attachment B you provided. 
 
 If, at any such time, an activity under this project proposes to include any new 
construction of buildings; any construction or widening of roads or driveways; or any clearing or 
disturbance of land more than 75 feet from the footprint of a building being rehabilitated or 
reconstructed; then a specific project site screening should be conducted. 
 
 Regarding buyout/acquisition, the buyout or acquisition of a property in itself will not 
impact endangered, threatened, and/or rare species or their habitats. For any acquired properties 
where new construction is being considered or proposed, a specific project site screening should 
be conducted to identify any potential impacts on endangered, threatened, and/or rare species. 
 

Maintaining a property in an undeveloped state may benefit some species by making 
additional habitat available. If it is desirable to determine whether there are any currently 
documented endangered, threatened, and/or rare species in the vicinity of a property that may 
benefit from additional available habitat, a specific project site screening should be conducted. 
Such a screening is encouraged when the buyout/acquired property includes a relatively large 
amount of undeveloped acreage beyond the footprint of any existing or recently existing 
structures. 

Joe Martens 
  Commissioner 



[Type text] 
 

 
The impact, if any, of economic development programs on endangered, threatened, 

and/or rare species will depend on the particular nature and details of the work proposed for each 
specific project. Projects that involve new construction or ground disturbance at previously 
undeveloped sites should have a specific project site screening conducted. 
 
         Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Nicholas B. Conrad  

Information Resources Coordinator 
        NY Natural Heritage Program
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GOVERNOR 
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August 27, 2013 
 
Nicholas Conrad 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 
New York Natural Heritage Program- Information Services 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor  
Albany, New York 12233-4757 
 
 
Re: Natural Heritage Compliance Process Request for U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block 
Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program, 
administered by New York State Homes and Community Renewal 
(NYSHCR): Program Update and Introduction of Economic Development, 
Rehabilitation of 5+ Unit Homes, Rehabilitation of 1-4 Unit Homes, 
Reimbursement, and Buy-Out/Acquisition for all Affected Counties. 
 
Dear Mr. Conrad: 
 
NYSHCR is providing this letter to the New York Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) to introduce the 
aforementioned actions of the overall CDBG-DR Program.  Since submittal of the 
previous coordination letters to NYNHP (dated July 18, 2013 and August 5, 
2013), these actions have been identified as a priority for the Program, and 
NYSHCR is proceeding with preparation of the Environmental Review Records 
(ERR) for all of these actions.  Program descriptions are included in Attachment 
A. 
 
As outlined in the State of New York Action Plan for Community Development 
Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery (Action Plan), the vast majority of the 
storm-damaged properties are located in Nassau, Suffolk, Kings, and Queens 
Counties.  A list of affected counties included in the CDBG-DR program is 
included in Attachment B. 
 
We would like to work with the NYNHP to develop an agreed-upon compliance 
process so NYSHCR, as the Responsible Entity (RE), can accurately determine 
compliance at the NEPA Tier 2 and SEQR reviews.  NYSHCR is taking a holistic 
approach to classify actions similar in nature, across all affected counties.  
NYSHCR is requesting whether a standardized species habitat matrix table (sorted 
by county) maps, and/or GIS data, may be adopted as the compliance tool for 

 



Mr. Nicholas Conrad 
August 27, 2013 
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environmental review.  Each parcel incorporated into the CDBG-DR Program will be subject to 
a site specific Natural Heritage Resource review during the Tier 2 review.  In previous 
discussions between ProSource and NYNHP, a resources matrix table and/or GIS data layer, 
sorted by county, was considered but was not adopted for the CDBG-DR Program. 
 
NYSHCR is requesting a program comprehensive response letter from the NYNHP, covering all 
actions, that can be included in all Tier 1 ERRs to document that coordination with NYNHP is 
being completed, and that program compliance will be completed during Tier 2 site specific 
review.  As soon as reasonably possible, we would like to work with NYNHP to develop a 
suitable tool for Tier 2 compliance.   
 
If you have question or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me 
at (518) 486-3379 or hspitzberg@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
Director, Environmental Analysis Unit 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 
  
 
cc.  Robin Keegan, NYSHCR 

Chris Leo, NYSHCR 
  
 
Attachment A - Program Descriptions 
Attachment B- List of Affected Counties Included in the CDBG-DR Program 
 
 



Attachment A- Program Descriptions 
 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery (Action Plan), issued April 25, 2013, is used as the overall reference for these 
programs and is incorporated by reference into these project descriptions. The State of New York 
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 
2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) may be referenced at: 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
 
Buyout/Acquisition
 
An overview of each activity under the program covered by this document is provided below. 
This program applies to 1- and 2-unit residential properties. 
 
Voluntary Buyouts and Acquisitions of One- and Two-unit Homes  
The Recreate NY Home Buyout Program will include the purchase of eligible substantially 
damaged properties (>50% of the pre-storm value of the property) inside the floodplain in storm-
impacted areas.  
 
Certain highest risk areas in the floodplains, determined to be among the most susceptible to 
future disasters and that therefore present a greater risk to people and property, will be identified 
by the State and its local partners for the purposes of this program as enhanced buyout areas (see 
below). The State will conduct purchases inside of the enhanced buyout areas as “buyouts,” as 
defined by HUD, whereby they will be eligible for purchase starting at 100% of the property’s 
pre-storm fair market value (FMV), plus available incentive(s) as outlined below.  
 
The State intends to conduct most purchases outside of the enhanced buyout areas as 
“acquisitions,” as defined by HUD, whereby purchase offers must begin with the post-storm 
FMV of the property.  
 
In accordance with the notice governing the use of these funds, properties purchased as a 
“buyout” will be maintained in perpetuity as coastal buffer zones, while properties purchased as 
“acquisitions” will be eligible for redevelopment in the future in a resilient manner to protect 
future occupants of this property. The post-purchase fate of most acquired properties will be 
determined by the State in consultation with local officials to ensure that the properties best serve 
the future goals of the community. In some cases, the properties will remain undeveloped and be 
transformed into parks or other non-residential uses, while in most cases they will be 
redeveloped in a resilient manner. 
 
Enhanced Buyout Areas 
Enhanced buyouts in select pre-defined targeted buyout areas, which will be determined in 
consultation with county and local governments, will include an incentive(s) ranging from 5%-
15% on top of the pre-storm FMV of property acquired through the buyout program. 
Reconstruction may not occur on lots in these areas. Lots will be maintained as coastal buffer 



zones or other non-residential/commercial uses; there may also be acquisition of vacant or 
undeveloped land in these targeted areas.  
 
Program Activities 
Summarized in the sections below are the physical program activities: 
 
Buyout 
Following purchase of the property, the land would remain open space in perpetuity. As 
applicable, structures on the properties would be removed.  The Housing Trust Fund Corporation 
would hold title to the property until the property is transferred to another owner, but will retain 
restrictions on use. 
 
Acquisition 
Following purchase of the property, the land may be developed in a resilient manner. The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner for development.  
 
 
Rehabilitation 1-4 Units and 5+ Units

In response to the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy and other natural disasters that occurred 
across the nation in 2011, 2012, and 2013, homeowners of disaster-declared counties who 
sustained damage will be invited to submit an application for assistance.  The Recreate New 
York Smart Homes Project activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide 
assistance for repairing damaged property, reconstructing damaged homes, and mitigating 
damaged properties for future resilience.  

The specific actions include rehabilitation and reconstruction of moderate, major, and substantial 
storm-damaged structures and elevation to the required advisory base flood elevation plus 
freeboard as required by each community’s floodplain ordinance as further described in the 
Floodplain Management Document.  It is anticipated that the renovations and elevations will take 
place within the existing footprint of the structure (unless elevation is not technically feasible 
without alteration of the footprint), and no additional structures will be built upon each approved 
project parcel.  Under this program, the expansion of the structure may not exceed 20% of the 
original pre storm footprint.  The structure must remain 1-4 units in size after rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

Wherever allowable by local building codes and any other law and/or regulation, homeowners 
will be allowed to choose whether to repair the original home, or rebuild (reconstruct) a new 
home in its place. However, only funding for the more cost-effective option will be provided. 

Reimbursement
The program may also provide reimbursements for homeowners of one- to four-unit buildings 
that have started or completed Hurricane Sandy-related rehabilitation work with personal 
resources, subject to restrictions in line with applicable laws, regulations, and the program 
requirements (e.g., eligibility criteria, grant restrictions).Reimbursement is contingent on 
compliance with Recreate NY 1-4 Unit Rehabilitation requirements discussed above 



 

Economic Development Program Description
The applicable programs from the Action Plan are: 

• Small Business Grant Program 
• Small Business Loan Program 
• Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
• Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 

 
An overview of each program covered by this document is provided below. 
 
Small Business Grant Program 
This program will provide funding grants to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of 
equipment, renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect 
businesses from future storms, and the following activities identified in Section 4 of the Action 
Plan: 

• Purchase of equipment, materials, inventory, furniture, fixtures  
• Employee training  
• Acquisition of real property  
• Working capital  
• Construction, rehabilitation, reconstruction of buildings)  
• Engineering, architectural, and/or design costs  
• Infrastructure directly associated with economic development activities  
• Technical assistance  
• Any other eligible business related activity (requires State consultation and approval)  
• Marketing and outreach to solicit applications from businesses eligible for any of the 

State’s proposed programs  
 

Small Business Loan Program 
This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of equipment, 
renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from 
future storms, and other activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan.  
 
Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to businesses and individuals qualified as a Coastal Fishing 
Industry. Details of this program are included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to eligible seasonal tourism businesses. Details of this 
program are also included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
 
 

 

























































































































From: Schopp, Danielle L [mailto:Danielle.L.Schopp@hud.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 12:32 PM 
To: Sullivan, Neil 
Cc: Potter, James M; Rivera, Nelson A; Furda, Michael R; Fretwell, Therese J; Sanders, Jerimiah J 
Subject: RE: Noise and above ground storage tanks - New Jersey 
 

Danielle Schopp, JD, MPA 
Director, Office of Environment and Energy 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
451 7th Street SW, Room 7250 
Washington, DC 20410 
phone (202) 402-4442 
fax (202) 708-3363 
http://portal.hud.gov/portal/page/portal/HUD/topics/environment 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
 
 
From: Sullivan, Neil [mailto:Neil.Sullivan@icfi.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:26 AM 
To: Schopp, Danielle L 
Subject: Noise and above ground storage tanks - New Jersey 

HUD support for new construction. HUD assistance for the construction of new noise sensitive uses is 
prohibited generally for projects with unacceptable noise exposures and is discouraged for projects with 
normally unacceptable noise exposure. (Standards of acceptability are contained in § 51.103(c).) This 
policy applies to all HUD programs providing assistance, subsidy or insurance for housing, manufactured 
home parks, nursing homes, hospitals, and all programs providing assistance or insurance for land 



development, redevelopment or any other provision of facilities and services which are directed to making 
land available for housing or noise sensitive development. The policy does not apply to research 
demonstration projects which do not result in new construction or reconstruction, flood insurance, 
interstate land sales registration, or any action or emergency assistance under disaster assistance 
provisions or appropriations which are provided to save lives, protect property, protect public health and 
safety, remove debris and wreckage, or assistance that has the effect of restoring facilities substantially 
as they existed prior to the disaster. 
 
 
NEIL SULLIVAN | Senior Manager | 703.218.2533 (o) | Neil.Sullivan@icfi.com | icfi.com 
ICF INTERNATIONAL | 9300 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031 | 703.975.8853 (m)
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ANDREW M. CUOMO
GOVERNOR

DARRYL C. TOWNS
COMMISSIONER/CEO

September 19, 2013 
 
 
Ms. Mary Colligan 
Assistant Regional Administrator 
National Marine Fisheries Service-Northeast Region 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-2276 
 
 
Re: Section 7 Review for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program, administered by New 
York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR): Program Update, 
and Introduction of Economic Development, Rehabilitation of 5+ Unit 
Homes, Rehabilitation of 1-4 Unit Homes Reimbursement and Buy-
Out/Acquisition for all Affected Counties. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Colligan: 
 
On July 19, 2013 New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR) 
submitted a Program Introduction letter regarding the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant – Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program (Program). A response letter 
acknowledging the Program, and providing Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
coverage (approval) for the activities defined in the July 19 letter, was provided by 
the National Marine Fisheries Service-Northeast Region (NMFS), dated July 31, 
2013. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform NMFS of the additional actions of the 
CDBG-DR program that were not specified in the initial letter to NMFS 
(Reimbursement, Economic Development, etc.). Since submittal of the July 19, 
2013 letter, these actions have been identified as a priority for the Program, and 
NYSHCR is proceeding with preparation of the Environmental Review Records 
(ERR) for all of these actions.    NYSHCR is requesting a brief letter from NMFS 
providing Section 7 clearance for the updated activities described in this letter, 
providing coverage for the entire program (all actions in all affected counties in 
the CDBG-DR program). 
 
 
 

 



Ms. Mary Colligan 
September 19, 2013 
Page 2 of 2 

 

Program Overview 
The CDBG-DR Program is large-scale and encompasses several Counties throughout New York.  
Program descriptions are included in Attachment A, and a brief overview is included below.  A list of 
affected counties included in the CDBG-DR program, as currently defined, is included in Attachment B.  
Specific Federal Actions related to the program include: 
 

1. Rehabilitation and repair of 1-4 unit homes, 5+ unit buildings, and commercial properties. 
Rehabilitated properties within a floodplain will require raising foundations above the base flood 
elevation.  

2. Reimbursement (incorporated as part of the Rehabilitation program). Qualifying participants may 
get reimbursed for expenses associated with disaster recovery, which were incurred before the 
CDBG-DR program funds were ready. 

3. Buy-out of storm-damaged properties. The State will buy eligible properties and will result in 
demolition and return to green space for perpetuity. 

4. Acquisition of damaged properties.  The State will buy eligible properties, with options for future 
land use. 

5. Economic Development- Eligible entities may receive funding for general economic recovery and 
improvement of the local economy. 

 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery, dated April 2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) is available for review at 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
NYSHCR is requesting a program comprehensive response letter from NMFS, covering all 
actions, that can be included in all Tier 1 ERRs to document that coordination with NMFS has 
been completed.  NYSHCR understands that if the CDBG-DR program identifies the potential 
for actions to directly occur within marine environments (channels, bays, etc.), or if the actions 
have the potential to directly affect surface water quality, then coordination with NMFS should 
be initiated for the specified action/project to ensure listed species are not adversely affected. 
 
If you have question or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me 
at (518) 486-3379 or hspitzberg@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
NEPA Certifying Officer 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 
  
 
cc.  Seth Diamond, NYSHCR 
  
Attachment A - Program Descriptions 
Attachment B- List of Affected and Actions for Counties Included in the CDBG-DR Program 



Attachment A- Program Descriptions 
 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery (Action Plan), issued April 25, 2013, is used as the overall reference for these 
programs and is incorporated by reference into these project descriptions. The State of New York 
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 
2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) may be referenced at: 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
Buyout/Acquisition
 
An overview of each activity under the program covered by this document is provided below. 
This program applies to 1- and 2-unit residential properties. 
 
Voluntary Buyouts and Acquisitions of One- and Two-unit Homes  
The Recreate NY Home Buyout Program will include the purchase of eligible substantially 
damaged properties (>50% of the pre-storm value of the property) inside the floodplain in storm-
impacted areas.  
 
Certain highest risk areas in the floodplains, determined to be among the most susceptible to 
future disasters and that therefore present a greater risk to people and property, will be identified 
by the State and its local partners for the purposes of this program as enhanced buyout areas (see 
below). The State will conduct purchases inside of the enhanced buyout areas as “buyouts,” as 
defined by HUD, whereby they will be eligible for purchase starting at 100% of the property’s 
pre-storm fair market value (FMV), plus available incentive(s) as outlined below.  
 
The State intends to conduct most purchases outside of the enhanced buyout areas as 
“acquisitions,” as defined by HUD, whereby purchase offers must begin with the post-storm 
FMV of the property.  
 
In accordance with the notice governing the use of these funds, properties purchased as a 
“buyout” will be maintained in perpetuity as coastal buffer zones, while properties purchased as 
“acquisitions” will be eligible for redevelopment in the future in a resilient manner to protect 
future occupants of this property. The post-purchase fate of most acquired properties will be 
determined by the State in consultation with local officials to ensure that the properties best serve 
the future goals of the community. In some cases, the properties will remain undeveloped and be 
transformed into parks or other non-residential uses, while in most cases they will be 
redeveloped in a resilient manner. 
 
Enhanced Buyout Areas 
Enhanced buyouts in select pre-defined targeted buyout areas, which will be determined in 
consultation with county and local governments, will include an incentive(s) ranging from 5%-
15% on top of the pre-storm FMV of property acquired through the buyout program. 
Reconstruction may not occur on lots in these areas. Lots will be maintained as coastal buffer 
zones or other non-residential/commercial uses; there may also be acquisition of vacant or 
undeveloped land in these targeted areas.  



 
Program Activities 
Summarized in the sections below are the physical program activities: 
 
Buyout 
Following purchase of the property, the land would remain open space in perpetuity. As 
applicable, structures on the properties would be removed, the land would be backfilled and 
graded, and the soil would be revegetated using locally appropriate, native plant species.  The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner, but will retain restrictions on use. 
 
Acquisition 
Following purchase of the property, the land may be developed in a resilient manner. The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner for development. The acquisitions may occur in areas outside of designated 
floodplains. 
 
Rehabilitation 1-4 Units and 5+ Units

In response to the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy and other natural disasters that occurred 
across the nation in 2011, 2012, and 2013, homeowners of disaster-declared counties who 
sustained damage will be invited to submit an application for assistance.  The Recreate New 
York Smart Homes Project activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide 
assistance for repairing damaged property, reconstructing damaged homes, and mitigating 
damaged properties for future resilience.  

The specific actions include rehabilitation and reconstruction of moderate, major, and substantial 
storm-damaged structures and elevation to the required advisory base flood elevation plus 
freeboard as required by each community’s floodplain ordinance as further described in the 
Floodplain Management Document.  It is anticipated that the renovations and elevations will take 
place within the existing footprint of the structure (unless elevation is not technically feasible 
without alteration of the footprint), and no additional structures will be built upon each approved 
project parcel.  Under this program, the expansion of the structure may not exceed 20% of the 
original pre storm footprint.  The structure must remain 1-4 units in size after rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

Wherever allowable by local building codes and any other law and/or regulation, homeowners 
will be allowed to choose whether to repair the original home, or rebuild (reconstruct) a new 
home in its place. However, only funding for the more cost-effective option will be provided. 

Reimbursement
The program may also provide reimbursements for homeowners of one- to four-unit buildings 
that have started or completed Hurricane Sandy-related rehabilitation work with personal 
resources, subject to restrictions in line with applicable laws, regulations, and the program 
requirements (e.g., eligibility criteria, grant restrictions).Reimbursement is contingent on 
compliance with Recreate NY 1-4 Unit Rehabilitation requirements discussed above. 
 
 



Economic Development Program Description
The applicable programs from the Action Plan are: 

• Small Business Grant Program 
• Small Business Loan Program 
• Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
• Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 

 
An overview of each program covered by this document is provided below. 
 
Small Business Grant Program 
This program will provide funding grants to eligible businesses for renovation of damaged or 
destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from future storms, and the 
following activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan: 
 
• Construction, rehabilitation, reconstruction of buildings 
• Infrastructure directly associated with economic development activities 
• Any other eligible business related activity (requires State consultation and approval) 
 
Funding is available to small businesses, as defined by the Small Business Administration 
(SBA), and non-profit organizations in one of New York State’s designated disaster areas. 
Priority will be given to damaged businesses with 100 or fewer employees. Priority also will be 
given to businesses that meet a low- and moderate-income benefit, whether by qualifying as a 
low- or moderate-income microenterprise owner or by creating or retaining jobs primarily for 
low- and moderate-income persons. 

Small Business Loan Program 
This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for renovation of damaged or destroyed 
facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from future storms, and other activities 
identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan. Funding is available to small businesses, as defined 
by the SBA, and non-profit organizations in one of New York State’s designated disaster areas. 
Priority will be given to damaged businesses with 100 or fewer employees. Priority also will be 
given to businesses that meet a low- and moderate-income benefit, whether by qualifying as a 
low or moderate-income microenterprise owner or by creating or retaining jobs primarily for 
low and moderate-income persons. 
 
Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to businesses and individuals qualified as a Coastal Fishing 
Industry. This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for renovation of damaged or 
destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from future storms, and other 
activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan. Funding is available to small businesses, as 
defined by the SBA, in one of New York State’s designated disaster areas. Priority will be given 
to damaged businesses with 100 or fewer employees. Priority also will be given to businesses 
that meet a low- and moderate-income benefit, whether by qualifying as a low- or moderate 
income microenterprise owner or by creating or retaining jobs primarily for low- and moderate 
income persons. 
 



 
Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to eligible seasonal tourism businesses. This program will 
provide loans to eligible businesses for renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation 
actions to protect businesses from future storms, and other activities identified in Section 4 of the 
Action Plan. Funding is available to small businesses, as defined by the SBA, in one of New 
York State’s designated disaster areas. Priority will be given to damaged businesses with 100 or 
fewer employees. Priority also will be given to businesses that meet a low- and moderate income 
benefit, whether by qualifying as a low- or moderate-income microenterprise owner or by 
creating or retaining jobs primarily for low- and moderate-income persons. 
 
 

 
 













 

38-40 State Street, Albany, NY 12207 
 

nyshcr.org 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
GOVERNOR 

 
DARRYL C. TOWNS 

COMMISSIONER/CEO 

August 26, 2013 
Ms. Patricia Cole 
Deputy Field Supervisor 
New York Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, New York 13045 
 
 
Re: Early Coordination for Section 7 Review for U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block 
Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program, 
administered by New York State Homes and Community Renewal 
(NYSHCR): Program Update, and Introduction of Economic Development, 
Rehabilitation of 5+ Unit Homes, Rehabilitation of 1-4 Unit Homes 
Reimbursement and Buy-Out/Acquisition for all Affected Counties. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Cole: 
 
On July 18, 2013 New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR) 
submitted a Program Introduction letter regarding the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant – Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR) Housing Assistance Program (Program). A response letter 
acknowledging the Program, and providing Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
information, was provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-New York Field 
Office (USFWS), dated August 7, 2013. 
 
NYSHCR is providing this letter to USFWS to introduce the aforementioned 
actions of the overall CDBG-DR Program.  Since submittal of the July 18, 2013 
letter, these actions have been identified as a priority for the Program, and 
NYSHCR is proceeding with preparation of the Environmental Review Records 
(ERR) for all of these actions.  Program descriptions, which constitute the actions, 
are included in Attachment A.  
 
As outlined in the State of New York Action Plan for Community Development 
Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery (Action Plan), the vast majority of the 
storm-damaged properties are located in Nassau, Suffolk, Kings, and Queens 
Counties.   A list of affected counties included in the CDBG-DR program and the 
specific programs (and associated ERRs) planned for each of these counties is 
included in Attachment B. 
 

 



 

The primary purpose of this letter is to inform the USFWS that NYSHCR would like to work 
with the USFWS to develop an agreed-upon compliance process so that NYSHCR, as the 
Responsible Entity (RE), can accurately determine Section 7 compliance at the Tier 2 level of 
review. NYSHCR is requesting whether a standardized species habitat matrix table (sorted by 
county), maps, and/or GIS data, may be adopted as the compliance tool for Tier 2 reviews.  
 
A draft Excel table and a draft Tier 2 Site-Specific Checklist (Wildlife Section) are included in 
Attachment C, for consideration.  The USFWS website is the source of the information in the 
table.   In previous discussions between ProSource and USFWS, a species matrix table, sorted by 
county, was considered but was not adopted for the CDBG-DR Program. 
 
NYSHCR is requesting a program comprehensive response letter from USFWS, covering all 
actions, that can be included in all Tier 1 ERRs to document that coordination with USFWS is 
being completed, and that Compliance with Section 7 will be completed during Tier 2 site 
specific review. As soon as reasonably possible, we would like to work with USFWS to develop 
a suitable tool for Tier 2 compliance.  NYSHCR has begun Tier 2 site-specific reviews for the 
Program and an approved process needs to be ready for implementation.   
 
If you have question or require additional information regarding this request, please contact me 
at (518) 486-3379 or hspitzberg@nyshcr.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather M. Spitzberg, Esq. 
NEPA Certifying Officer 
NYS Homes and Community Renewal 
38-40 State Street 
Hampton Plaza 
Albany, NY 12207 
  
 
cc.  Chris Leo, NYHCR 
 Steve Papa, USFWS 
 
Attachment A - Program Descriptions 
Attachment B- List of Affected and Actions for Counties Included in the CDBG-DR Program 
Attachment C- Species Matrix Table for Affected NY Counties 
 
 



Attachment A- Program Descriptions 
 
The State of New York Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster 
Recovery (Action Plan), issued April 25, 2013, is used as the overall reference for these 
programs and is incorporated by reference into these project descriptions. The State of New York 
Action Plan for Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery, dated April 
2013 (Federal Register Docket # FR-5696-N-01) may be referenced at: 
http://www.nyshcr.org/Publications/CDBGActionPlan.pdf.   
 
 
Buyout/Acquisition
 
An overview of each activity under the program covered by this document is provided below. 
This program applies to 1- and 2-unit residential properties. 
 
Voluntary Buyouts and Acquisitions of One- and Two-unit Homes  
The Recreate NY Home Buyout Program will include the purchase of eligible substantially 
damaged properties (>50% of the pre-storm value of the property) inside the floodplain in storm-
impacted areas.  
 
Certain highest risk areas in the floodplains, determined to be among the most susceptible to 
future disasters and that therefore present a greater risk to people and property, will be identified 
by the State and its local partners for the purposes of this program as enhanced buyout areas (see 
below). The State will conduct purchases inside of the enhanced buyout areas as “buyouts,” as 
defined by HUD, whereby they will be eligible for purchase starting at 100% of the property’s 
pre-storm fair market value (FMV), plus available incentive(s) as outlined below.  
 
The State intends to conduct most purchases outside of the enhanced buyout areas as 
“acquisitions,” as defined by HUD, whereby purchase offers must begin with the post-storm 
FMV of the property.  
 
In accordance with the notice governing the use of these funds, properties purchased as a 
“buyout” will be maintained in perpetuity as coastal buffer zones, while properties purchased as 
“acquisitions” will be eligible for redevelopment in the future in a resilient manner to protect 
future occupants of this property. The post-purchase fate of most acquired properties will be 
determined by the State in consultation with local officials to ensure that the properties best serve 
the future goals of the community. In some cases, the properties will remain undeveloped and be 
transformed into parks or other non-residential uses, while in most cases they will be 
redeveloped in a resilient manner. 
 
Enhanced Buyout Areas 
Enhanced buyouts in select pre-defined targeted buyout areas, which will be determined in 
consultation with county and local governments, will include an incentive(s) ranging from 5%-
15% on top of the pre-storm FMV of property acquired through the buyout program. 
Reconstruction may not occur on lots in these areas. Lots will be maintained as coastal buffer 



zones or other non-residential/commercial uses; there may also be acquisition of vacant or 
undeveloped land in these targeted areas.  
 
Program Activities 
Summarized in the sections below are the physical program activities: 
 
Buyout 
Following purchase of the property, the land would remain open space in perpetuity. As 
applicable, structures on the properties would be removed.  The Housing Trust Fund Corporation 
would hold title to the property until the property is transferred to another owner, but will retain 
restrictions on use. 
 
Acquisition 
Following purchase of the property, the land may be developed in a resilient manner. The 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation would hold title to the property until the property is transferred 
to another owner for development.  
 
 
Rehabilitation 1-4 Units and 5+ Units

In response to the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy and other natural disasters that occurred 
across the nation in 2011, 2012, and 2013, homeowners of disaster-declared counties who 
sustained damage will be invited to submit an application for assistance.  The Recreate New 
York Smart Homes Project activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide 
assistance for repairing damaged property, reconstructing damaged homes, and mitigating 
damaged properties for future resilience.  

The specific actions include rehabilitation and reconstruction of moderate, major, and substantial 
storm-damaged structures and elevation to the required advisory base flood elevation plus 
freeboard as required by each community’s floodplain ordinance as further described in the 
Floodplain Management Document.  It is anticipated that the renovations and elevations will take 
place within the existing footprint of the structure (unless elevation is not technically feasible 
without alteration of the footprint), and no additional structures will be built upon each approved 
project parcel.  Under this program, the expansion of the structure may not exceed 20% of the 
original pre storm footprint.  The structure must remain 1-4 units in size after rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

Wherever allowable by local building codes and any other law and/or regulation, homeowners 
will be allowed to choose whether to repair the original home, or rebuild (reconstruct) a new 
home in its place. However, only funding for the more cost-effective option will be provided. 

Reimbursement
The program may also provide reimbursements for homeowners of one- to four-unit buildings 
that have started or completed Hurricane Sandy-related rehabilitation work with personal 
resources, subject to restrictions in line with applicable laws, regulations, and the program 
requirements (e.g., eligibility criteria, grant restrictions).Reimbursement is contingent on 
compliance with Recreate NY 1-4 Unit Rehabilitation requirements discussed above 



 

Economic Development Program Description
The applicable programs from the Action Plan are: 

• Small Business Grant Program 
• Small Business Loan Program 
• Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
• Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 

 
An overview of each program covered by this document is provided below. 
 
Small Business Grant Program 
This program will provide funding grants to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of 
equipment, renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect 
businesses from future storms, and the following activities identified in Section 4 of the Action 
Plan: 

• Purchase of equipment, materials, inventory, furniture, fixtures  
• Employee training  
• Acquisition of real property  
• Working capital  
• Construction, rehabilitation, reconstruction of buildings)  
• Engineering, architectural, and/or design costs  
• Infrastructure directly associated with economic development activities  
• Technical assistance  
• Any other eligible business related activity (requires State consultation and approval)  
• Marketing and outreach to solicit applications from businesses eligible for any of the 

State’s proposed programs  
 

Small Business Loan Program 
This program will provide loans to eligible businesses for purchase or repair of equipment, 
renovation of damaged or destroyed facilities, mitigation actions to protect businesses from 
future storms, and other activities identified in Section 4 of the Action Plan.  
 
Coastal Fishing Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to businesses and individuals qualified as a Coastal Fishing 
Industry. Details of this program are included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
Seasonal Tourism Industry Program 
This program will provide funding to eligible seasonal tourism businesses. Details of this 
program are also included on page 50 of the Action Plan. 
 
 
 

 













Endangered Species Act 

The proposed eligible activity does not affect the (specie[s]).  The USFWS defined the
geographic area of concern where project activities may affect the (specie[s]).   Based upon
initial findings, there is no potential impact on the (specie[s]) because the proposed project site
is located outside of the (species’/specie’s) mapped buffer zone(s) (area[s] of concern plus a
200-foot buffer zone).  See attached (map name).

The proposed eligible activity may affect the (specie[s]).  Based upon comparison of the
proposed project site location with the (species’/specie’s) mapped buffer zone(s) (area[s] of
concern plus a 200-foot buffer zone), it has been determined that (check one):

o The proposed project site is located within the mapped buffer zone, but not the area of
concern for the (specie[s]).  Proposed eligible project activities cannot proceed during
the (season) which occurs from (dates).  (If an optional USFWS consultation was
conducted then include the following language: The USFWS finding stated/concluded
___________________________________________.  The proposed project
site map and the USFWS biologist’s finding are attached.)

o The proposed project site is located within the area of concern for the (specie[s]).
Proposed eligible project activities cannot proceed during the (season) which occurs
from (dates) and will require USFWS consultation.  The USFWS finding
stated/concluded ___________________________________________.  The
proposed project site map and the USFWS biologist’s finding are attached.

Consultation with the USFWS resulted in a determination that (check one):

The proposed eligible activity incorporating appropriate measures to
avoid adverse impacts would not adversely affect the (specie[s]).
(Explain how this conclusion was reached and describe mitigation
measures.)  The (supporting documentation) is/are attached.

The proposed eligible activity would adversely affect the (specie[s]).
(Explain how this conclusion was reached.)  The (supporting
documentation) is/are attached.  Activity is not in compliance.
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Executive Order 11988: Floodplain Management 
 

New York State Homes and Community Renewal 
Office of Community Renewal 

 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery 
Recreate NY Home Buyout & Acquisition Program 

 
Putnam County, NY 

Effective Date: October 14, 2013 
 

This Floodplain Management Document meets the requirements of Executive Order 
11988: Floodplain Management for the voluntary buyout and acquisitions of 1-2 unit homes in 
Putnam County, New York. The housing properties are participating in the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Program 
(CDBG) as administered by the State of New York Action Plan For Community Development 
Block Grant Program – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) (Program). This Program will be 
conducted in compliance with Executive Order 11988. It includes the reconstruction, 
improvement, financing, and use of existing properties located in a floodplain for which approval 
is required, either from HUD under any applicable HUD program, or from a grant recipient 
subject to 24 CFR Part 58.  This document pertains to activities within the Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA) as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), or its 
successors, pursuant to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), or a successor program, 
whether advisory, preliminary, or final. 

 
Description of Proposed Program Activities 
 
The State of New York was awarded funding, to be administered by New York State 

Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), to provide financial assistance to homeowners whose 
residences were substantially damaged by storms Sandy, Lee and Irene within various counties 
in the state of New York, including Putnam County. HCR is awarding this funding in accordance 
with the State of New York Action Plan For Community Development Block Grant Program – 
Disaster Recovery (Action Plan). The Action Plan provides for, among other things, home 
buyout and acquisition assistance to owners of 1-2 unit family homes in Putnam County, New 
York (Action Plan Activities). “Buyouts” involve the purchase of properties located within a 
floodplain.  Structures and improvements will be removed, and the parcel will be allowed to 
return to its natural state in perpetuity.  “Acquisitions” also involve purchase of properties; 
however, the specific details of reuse will be determined based on site specific conditions. Reuse 
will be in accordance with local zoning and land use plans.   No specific enhanced buyout areas 
have been identified, but buyouts are being analyzed in the event that buyout areas are 
determined at a later date. This action is of fundamental importance in assisting landowners with 
damaged property.  These are the activities that are the subject of this document, and have been 
combined together for purposes of an aggregated review in accordance with 24 CFR Part 55.24. 

 
All Applicants for financial assistance will be evaluated for eligibility, in accordance with 

HUD guidelines.  The Program will follow federal policies which ensure that no person may be 
excluded, denied benefits, or subjected to discrimination on the basis race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, familial status, and/or physical or mental handicap under any program funded in 
whole or in part by federal CDBG-DR funds.  
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CDBG-DR funds from the HUD disaster appropriation may be used for eligible CDBG-
DR activities that meet the state CDBG program regulations.  However, any appropriation 
covered by this Action Plan (Public Law 113-2) shall be reviewed for compliance with 
duplication of benefits guidelines under 42 U.S.C. 5155, which specifically prohibit the use of 
funds for activities reimbursable by, or for which funds have been made available by FEMA, the 
Small Business Administration (SBA), or other federal or state sources. Funds may also be used 
as a matching requirement, share, or contribution for any other federal program, provided all 
activities are CDBG-DR eligible and in compliance with duplication of benefit guidelines.  
 

Executive Order 11988 & 24 CFR Part 55 
 
HUD regulation 24 CFR Part 55 implements Executive Order 11988: Floodplain 

Management. The order requires federal agencies (or a state agency implementing a federal 
funding program) to reduce the loss of life and property caused by floods; minimize impacts of 
floods on human safety, health, and welfare; and preserve the natural and beneficial functions of 
floodplains. Under this order, federal agencies should first look at avoiding all actions in or 
adversely affecting floodplains unless no practicable alternatives exist. If no practicable 
alternatives exist, then federal agencies must evaluate the potential effects of the proposed 
action.  In addition, federal agencies are required to demonstrate that all practicable alternatives 
have resulted in the reduction or elimination of the long- and short-term adverse impacts 
associated with occupancy and modifications of the floodplain. 
 

Projects located within a floodplain (also known as the SFHA) are subject to Executive 
Order 11988. Information on where SFHAs are located is available on Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs) published by FEMA. FEMA uses engineering studies to determine the 
delineation of these areas or zones subject to flooding. The relevant data source for the SFHA is 
the latest issued FEMA data or guidance, which includes advisory data (such as Advisory Base 
Flood Elevations, or ABFE) or preliminary and final FIRMs. 

 
The SFHA is the area that would be inundated by a 100-year flood: an area that has a one 

percent or greater chance of experiencing a flood in any single year. SFHAs are shown on 
FIRMs as shaded areas labeled with the letter “A” or “V”.   

 
 “V” zones are coastal flood hazard zones subject to wave run-up in addition to storm 

surge. 
 “A” zones include all other special flood hazard areas. 
 “VE” zones, “AE” zones, “V” zones, or “A” zones followed by a number are areas with 

specific flood elevations, known as Base Flood Elevations (BFE). 
 A zone with the letter “A” or “V” by itself is an appropriately studied flood hazard area 

without a specific flood elevation. 
 Within an “AE” zone or a numbered “A” zone, there may be an area known as the 

“regulatory floodway,” which is the channel of a river and adjacent land areas which 
must be reserved to discharge a 100-year flood without causing a rise in flood elevations. 
 
The floodplain (FEMA Zones “A”, “AE”, “AH”, “V”, & “VE”) covers large areas of 

Putnam County. An approximate total of 13,800 acres of floodplain, including surface waters, is 
mapped within the county boundary and an approximate total of 2,900 acres of floodplain, 
excluding surface waters, is mapped within the county (source: Base GIS review of FEMA BFE 
data). 
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24 CFR Part 55.1 (c) 
 

Under 24 CFR Part 55.1 (c), except with respect to actions listed in Part 55.12(c), no 
HUD financial assistance (including mortgage insurance) may be approved after May 23, 1994 
with respect to: 

 
(1) Any action, other than a functionally dependent use, located in a floodway; 
(2) Any critical action located in a coastal high hazard area (“V” zone) (a “critical 

action” is an action such as storage of volatile materials, irreplaceable record 
storage, or construction of a hospital or nursing home); or 

(3) Any non-critical action located in a coastal high hazard area, unless the action is 
designed for location in a coastal high hazard area or is a functionally dependent 
use and complies with the construction standards outlined in HUD Regulations 24 
CFR Part 55 (c)(3). 

 
24 CFR Parts 55.11 & 55.20 
 
Under 24 CFR Parts 55.11 (including Table 1) and 55.20, non-critical actions are allowed 

in “A” or “V” zones only if the actions are reviewed in accordance with the Floodplain 
Management 8-step Decision Making Process (8-step process) outlined in 24 CFR Part 55.20.  
The 8-step process was conducted for the Action Plan Activities within Putnam County, and is 
detailed below. 

 
HCR Approach 

 
In applying Executive Order 11988 and 24 CFR Part 55, HCR's approach is to avoid, to 

the extent possible, the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and 
modification of floodplains as a result of the proposed actions.  All Action Plan Activity 
properties have been reviewed to determine their location in regard to the floodplain and are not 
located within the floodway. This document potentially applies to all properties within the 
boundaries of Putnam County.  No funding will be committed to properties located in a floodway 
and no critical actions will receive funding.   
  
 24 CFR Part 55.20 8-Step Process 
 
Step ONE: Determine if a Proposed Action is in the 100-Year Floodplain 

 
At this time, not all of the exact locations of the program properties that will participate 

are specified. There are approximately 13,800 acres of floodplains within the Action Plan 
Activity area. 
 

The Action Plan was created in response to severe coastal flooding and storm damage 
caused by Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee.  The Action Plan 
Activities will address the State’s need for safe, adequate, and affordable housing to the affected 
population within the legal framework of the program.  
 

Funding will be provided in accordance with the Action Plan for homeowners who meet 
the program requirements within the Action Plan Activity area of Putnam County.  The Action 
Plan will fund activities necessary for purchase, demolition, and other mitigation activities within 
the disturbed area of the previously developed parcel.   
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Step TWO: Initiate Public Notice for Early Review of Proposed Action 
 

Because the Action Plan Activities are located in the floodplain, HCR must publish an 
early notice that allows the public input into the decision to provide funding for the Action Plan 
Activities in this area. Once the early public notice and comment period is complete, HCR will 
assess, consider, and respond to the comments received individually and collectively for the 
project file, then proceed to Step Three.  
 

A 15-day "Notice for Early Public Review of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year 
Floodplain" was published in The Daily News on September 13, 2013.  The 15-day period 
expired on September 30, 2013. The notice targeted local residents, including those in the 
floodplain. The notice was also sent to the following state and federal agencies on September 13, 
2013:  Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS); U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE); National Park Service (NPS); National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA); NOAA Fisheries Service; New York Department Environmental Conservation; New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; New York Department of 
Transportation; and the New York State Office of Emergency Management. The notice was also 
sent to Putnam County and the towns and villages within Putnam County. (See EXHIBIT 1 for 
the notice and proof of publication.) 
 

HCR received one (1) public comment on this notice.  The comment was related to 
buyout locations. See EXHIBIT 3 for the list of comments received by HCR and HCR's 
response to those comments. 
 
 
Step THREE: Identify and Evaluate Practicable Alternatives  
 

There are four practicable alternatives.  They are: 1) Buyouts; 2) Acquisitions; 3) Grants 
for reconstruction; and 4) No Action.  These alternatives will be discussed in turn. 

 
 Buyouts- Purchase and demolish damaged properties to allow the floodplain to 

restore to its natural state:  This process will use grant funds to purchase properties 
from willing sellers affected by Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical 
Storm Lee.  Once purchased, improvements on the property, such as single and multi-
family homes, will be removed.  The vacant land will then revert to its natural state. 

2) Acquisition- Purchase damaged properties for the purpose of rehabilitation, 
reconstruction, and/or future redevelopment:  This process will use grant funds to 
acquire parcels from willing sellers affected by Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene, 
and Tropical Storm Lee. The specific details of reuse of acquired properties are 
unknown at this time, and will be determined on a site specific basis. Depending on 
the condition of the parcel, homes on the property may either be reconstructed or 
demolished and assessed for future redevelopment in a manner consistent with local 
comprehensive plans and zoning regulations. 
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3) Reconstruction Grants- Issue grant awards to assist homeowners with elevation and 
reconstruction of damaged properties:  This alternative would identify all homes 
within the floodplain that were substantially damaged by Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane 
Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. Each property owner would then be provided funds to 
repair the damage to their property.  This program would require that any grant 
recipients elevate their property to updated elevation standards. 

 
4) No Action- This alternative would offer no assistance to homeowners in the affected 

area.  As such, home owners would be allowed to rebuild according to modern 
standards, demolish damaged properties, or leave their homes in their present 
condition.  Many homeowners would be unable to recover from the devastation of 
Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee.  Further reconstruction 
would be parcel by parcel and result in wide variation in the safety and building 
standards of the affected parcels. 

 
These alternatives have been evaluated in response to public comments received. 

 
Step FOUR:  Identify Potential Impacts of the Proposed Actions 
 

The potential impacts of the Proposed Actions on the floodplain are described below. 
 

The Proposed Action is to either purchase the property for restoration of the floodplain 
(Buyout) or to purchase the property for clean-up and repair and/or future development 
(Acquisition).  Under a Buyout, the State will purchase flood affected property in a floodplain, 
demolish on-site structures, and return the property to open space. This program is voluntary. 
The State will not require any owner to sell property to the State as part of this program or any 
presently planned future program. The State will not use its power of eminent domain 
(sometimes called “condemnation”) to obtain land for this program.  It is the policy of the State 
to encourage owners of parcels in specific, identified flood-prone areas to vacate their property 
and offer it to the State for purchase. This policy is intended to help people relocate away from 
areas that were most damaged by the flood and reduce the potential for future flood losses.  Once 
the property is purchased, any structures that remain on-site will be demolished and the area will 
be returned as close as practical to natural conditions and allowed to remain open space in 
perpetuity.  This will allow the land to naturally provide a buffer and to mitigate future flooding. 
 

Under an Acquisition, flood affected properties will also be purchased by the State. The 
specific details of reuse of acquired properties are unknown at this time, and will be determined 
on a site specific basis.  These homes will be assessed and may be reconstructed.  Severely 
damaged homes may be demolished, and the land cleared of debris.  Any redevelopment of the 
property will occur in accordance with local land use plans and regulations.  Acquisition is of 
fundamental importance in assisting landowners with damaged property located further inland 
than the areas targeted for Buyouts.  A traditional buyout of property further inland would 
invariably result in undeveloped parcels scattered throughout otherwise developed areas.  By 
creating an Acquisition purchase option that allows for reconstruction, the State will be able to 
provide financial assistance to homeowners affected by Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and 
Tropical Storm Lee, reconstruct damage properties or demolish severely damaged housing and 
replace it with safe modern construction and promote community revitalization. 
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Step FIVE: Minimize Threats to Life and Property and to Natural and Beneficial 
Floodplain Values.  Restore and Preserve Natural and Beneficial Floodplain Values. 
 

Regarding the Buyout portion of the Action Plan Activities, restoring the Putnam County 
shoreline to its natural state will minimize threats to life and property, as well as restore and 
preserve natural and beneficial floodplain values.  By preventing construction and reconstruction 
of homes in this area, this program will reduce the population within the floodplain, exposing 
fewer people to the effects of natural disasters.  Further, since the land will be free of costly 
improvements, future storm damage will be minimized.  By removing manmade buildings and 
infrastructure in this area, the floodplain will be returned to its natural state.  As such, this 
program will not merely limit damage to the floodplain, but actually restore and improve upon 
the natural and beneficial floodplain values. 
 
 Acquisition of damaged properties will similarly protect life, property, and the natural 
and beneficial floodplain values.  Rehabilitation, reconstruction or removal will improve health 
and safety by limiting public exposure to dangerous and dilapidated structures. It will also 
remove improvements that are not presently constructed to the highest elevation, preventing 
excessive future damage to these parcels.  All repairs and reconstruction will be conducted in 
accordance with local land use plans and will be built using current construction standards to 
improve resistance to future flood damage. 
 
Step SIX: Re-evaluate Alternatives 

 
There are four practicable alternatives on a programmatic level.  They are: 1) Buyouts; 2) 

Acquisitions; 3) Reconstruction Grants; and 4) No Action.  These alternatives will be discussed 
in turn. 

 
Buyouts- The first alternative is to purchase properties for the purpose of restoring the 

floodplain to its natural state and is the most prudent course of action.  By restoring the 
floodplain to its natural state, this alternative both mitigates the potential for future damage from 
flooding and promotes public safety by removing dwellings from the path of natural disasters. 
Further, it enhances the environment by restoring the seaside area to its natural floodplain 
condition.   

 
Acquisitions- The second alternative is to acquire damaged properties for the purpose of 

rehabilitation or future redevelopment.  This policy has many of the same benefits as a traditional 
buyout, but allows more flexibility in maintaining consistent land use in developed areas. The 
specific details of reuse will be determined based on site specific conditions. Reuse will be in 
accordance with local zoning and land use plans.   

 
Reconstruction Grants- The third alternative is to issue grant awards for reconstruction of 

damaged properties.  The awards would be used to raise the elevation of and assist with the 
rehabilitation or reconstruction of damaged homes.  Rebuilding damaged properties may be 
appropriate in some circumstances; however reconstruction on its own is insufficient to meet the 
other community needs.  In particular it would inadequately address the need to reclaim the 
natural floodplain area, to assist homeowners whose property is too severely damaged to rebuild, 
or to assist homeowners who do not seek to rebuild within a floodplain.  Due to the substantial 
differences between buyouts and acquisitions and rehabilitation, a separate floodplain 
management document has been issued for rehabilitation projects. 
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No Action- This alternative would mean that Applicants would not receive grant awards 
under the Recovery Program. As a result, these homeowners may not be able to recover. This 
alternative would likely encourage the abandonment of severely damaged property as the cost to 
rebuild to current standards may be prohibitive to many.  Further, properties that have not been 
substantially damaged may remain but in an unimproved state.  Since Applicants would not be 
provided financial assistance to elevate their homes their properties would be more vulnerable to 
future flooding conditions.  The No Action alternative would neither address the need for safe, 
decent, and affordable housing, nor require homes within the floodplain to be elevated to the 
highest standard for flood protection.  
 

These alternatives have been reevaluated in response to public comments received. 
 
Step SEVEN: Issue Findings and a Public Explanation 
 

It is our determination that the preferred alternatives are a combination of traditional 
buyouts that purchase damaged homes for the creation of open space and acquisitions that 
purchase damaged parcels but allow for rehabilitation or future redevelopment.  These actions 
are in accordance with the proposed Action Plan.  The benefits of these alternatives are: 1) 
restoring the area to its natural condition to maintain the value of our floodplains; 2) limiting 
excessive spending to rebuild properties in flood prone areas; 3) preventing future high-value 
damage to land improvements by preventing the construction of such improvements in flood 
prone areas; 4) minimizing detrimental impacts on human health; 5) promoting the 
redevelopment of damaged inland parcels consistent with current land use; and 6) removing 
damaged improvements to allow for future construction that meets with modern elevation and 
construction standards for inland parcels. 
 

In accordance with 24 CFR 55, a 7-day "Notice for Final Public Review of a Proposed 
Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain" was published in The Daily News on October 3, 2013.  The 
7-day period expired on October 10, 2013. The notice targeted local residents, including those in 
the floodplain. The notice was also sent to the following state and federal agencies on September 
17, 2013:  Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS); U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE); National Park Service (NPS); National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA); NOAA Fisheries Service; New York Department Environmental Conservation; New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; New York Department of 
Transportation; and the New York State Office of Emergency Management. The notice was also 
sent to Putnam County and the towns and villages within Putnam County. (See EXHIBIT 2 for 
the notice and proof of publication.) The notice describes the reasons why the project must be 
located in the floodplain, a list of alternatives considered, and all mitigation measures to be taken 
to minimize adverse impacts and preserve natural and beneficial floodplain values. All 
comments received have been considered. 

 
HCR received zero (0) public comment on this notice.  See EXHIBIT 3 for the list of 

comments received by HCR and HCR's response to those comments. 
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Step EIGHT: Implement the Action 
 

Step eight is implementation of the proposed action.  HCR will ensure that all mitigation 
measures prescribed in the steps above will be adhered to. Also, prior to any buyouts or 
acquisitions, HCR will conduct a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review in 
accordance with 24 CFR Part 58 and a New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQR) review in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617. 
 
 
 
EXHIBIT 1 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Early Public Review and Proof of 
Publication 
 
EXHIBIT 2 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Final Public Review and Proof of 
Publication 
 
EXHIBIT 3 Public Comments Received and HCR Response 





















November 24, 2014

MEMORANDUM

RE: COMBINED NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOIRROF)
RECREATE NY HOME BUYOUT AND ACQUISTION PROGRAM: PUTNAM COUNTY, NY
BY NEW YORK STATE HOUSING TRUST FUND CORPORATION

New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC)
38-40 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
(646) 417-4660

Name of Responsible Entity and Recipient: New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR)
38-40 State Street, Hampton Plaza, Albany, NY 12207, in cooperation with New York State Housing
Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), of the same address. Contact: Thomas J. King, Esq.

This combined notice satisfies two separate procedural requirements for project activities to be
undertaken.

Per 24 CFR Part 58.33, the combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact and Notice of Intent to
Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOIRROF) would be published simultaneously with the submission
of the Request for Release of Funds (RROF). The funds are needed on an emergency basis due to a
federally-declared disaster. As a result, the comment periods for the FONSI/NOIRROF and the RROF
have been combined.

Project Description: HTFC intends to undertake the following project, funded by United States
Department of Housing & Urban Development’s (HUD) 2013 Community Development Block Grant –
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds under the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for
Putnam County.

The activities associated with the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for Putnam
County described herein will provide financial assistance to homeowners whose residences were
substantially damaged by Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. The Recreate NY
Home Program activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide home buyout and
acquisition assistance to owners of 1-2 unit family homes.

“Buyouts” occur when properties located within a floodplain are purchased, improvements are then
removed, and the parcel is allowed to return to its natural state in perpetuity. This program aims to
preserve our natural floodplains, prevent future damage to homes, promote uniform land usage, and assist
those impacted by Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. “Acquisitions” occur
when properties are purchased and may be reconstructed, demolished and/or cleaned up, depending on
site specific conditions, in preparation for future flood resistant development. Specific details of reuse of
the acquired properties are unknown at this time, however use will be in accordance with local zoning and
land use plans.



Combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and
Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOIRROF) November 24, 2014
NY Rising Housing Recovery Program

This is the first tier of review in a 2-tiered process. The specific addresses of homes are not known at this
time because the participating property owner identification process is ongoing. Therefore, under 24 CFR
Part 58.15 (Tiering) and 24 CFR Part 58.32 (Project Aggregation), HTFC will use a tiered approach and
once specific sites are determined, each site will be reviewed in compliance with the instructions
established in the Tier 1 Review. No physical work will begin on properties until all levels of
environmental review are complete and found to be in compliance. Tier 1 review addresses specific
environmental factors for which compliance has been documented, regardless of specific site locations. It
prevents repeating the same compliance factors on a Tier 2 site-specific basis, once all participating
homeowners are known.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

A Tier 1 Environmental Review Record (ERR) was established and is maintained on file. The ERR is
incorporated by reference into this FONSI. A full copy of the ERR, including a completed National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) Environmental Assessment Checklist, an Environmental
Assessment Work Sheet, and area map, is available for public inspection during normal business hours in
accordance with 24 CFR Part 58 at the offices listed below or at http://stormrecovery.ny.gov/environment.

HTFC has determined that the ERR for the project identified herein complies with the requirements of
HUD environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58, et al.

HTFC has also determined that the project described herein, as proposed, will have no significant adverse
environmental or socioeconomic impacts, either direct, indirect, or cumulative. There will be no
significant impact on the human environment, and the action will not negatively impact the quality of the
environment. Therefore, HTFC has determined that the project, as proposed, is not an action that will
result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment. Moreover, the project does not
require an Environmental Impact Statement under NEPA.

Public Review: Public viewing of the ERR is available on the internet and is also available in person
Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM at the following addresses:

New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation
38-40 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
Contact: Thomas J. King, Esq. (646) 417-4660

&

Putnam County Planning Department
841 Fair St
Carmel, NY 10512
Contact: Putnam County Planning Department (845) 878-3480

Further information may be requested at NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org or by calling HTFC at (646)
417-4660. This combined notice is being sent to individuals and groups known to be interested in these
activities, local news media, appropriate local, state, and federal agencies, the regional office of U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction, and to the HUD Field Office, and is being
published in newspapers of general circulation in the affected community.



Combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and
Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOIRROF) November 24, 2014
NY Rising Housing Recovery Program

Public Comments on FONSI/Findings and NOIRROF
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on this project. Those wishing to
comment should specify in their comments which distinct part(s) of this Combined Notice they intend
their comments to address. Comments should be submitted via email, in the proper format, on or before
December 10, 2014 at: NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org. Written comments may also be submitted at the
following address, or by mail, in the proper format, to be received on or before December 10, 2014.

Thomas J. King, Esq.
Certifying Officer
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 1224
Albany, NY 12231

If modifications result from public comment, these would be made prior to proceeding with the
expenditure of funds.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

Written notice of environmental clearance would be required prior to the removal of any limitation on
commitment of federal funds in accordance with regulations at 24 CFR Part 58.70.

On December 10, 2014, the HCR Certifying Officer would submit this request and certification to HUD
for the release of CDBG-DR funds as authorized by related laws and policies for the purpose of
implementing this part of the New York State CDBG-DR program.

HCR certifies to HUD that Thomas J. King, Esq., acting in capacity as Certifying Officer, consents to
accept the jurisdiction of the U.S. federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in
relation to the environmental reviews, decision-making, and action, and that these responsibilities have
been satisfied. Moreover, HCR certifies that a Tier 1 environmental review for the project described
herein has been completed and that additional Tier 2 site-specific review would occur once the specific
sites are identified. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and
related laws and authorities, and allows HTFC/HCR to use CDBG-DR funds.

The RROF amount for the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for Putnam County is
$600,000.

Objections to Release of Funds - HUD would consider objections to the RROF and/or FONSI
certification for a period of fifteen days following the submission date or its actual receipt of the request
(whichever is later). Potential objectors may contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection
period.

The only permissible grounds for objections claiming a responsible entity’s non-compliance with 24 CFR
Part 58 are:

(a) Certification was not executed by the responsible entity’s Certifying Officer;
(b) The responsible entity has omitted or failed to make a step, decision, or finding

required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58;
(c) The responsible entity has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24

CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of environmental certification; or
(d) Another federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written

finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental
quality.
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Objections must be prepared and submitted in writing in accordance with the required procedures and
format (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to:

Tennille Smith Parker
Director, Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division
Office of Block Grant Assistance
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
451 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20410
Phone: (202) 402-4649

Thomas J. King, Esq.
HCR Certifying Officer
November 24, 2014



PUBLIC NOTICE

COMBINED NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOIRROF)

RECREATE NY HOME BUYOUT AND ACQUISTION PROGRAM: PUTNAM COUNTY, NY
BY NEW YORK STATE HOUSING TRUST FUND CORPORATION

November 24, 2014

New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC)
38-40 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
(646) 417-4660

Name of Responsible Entity and Recipient: New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR)
38-40 State Street, Hampton Plaza, Albany, NY 12207, in cooperation with New York State Housing
Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC), of the same address. Contact: Thomas J. King, Esq.

This combined notice satisfies two separate procedural requirements for project activities to be
undertaken.

Per 24 CFR Part 58.33, the combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact and Notice of Intent to
Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOIRROF) would be published simultaneously with the submission
of the Request for Release of Funds (RROF). The funds are needed on an emergency basis due to a
federally-declared disaster. As a result, the comment periods for the FONSI/NOIRROF and the RROF
have been combined.

Project Description: HTFC intends to undertake the following project, funded by United States
Department of Housing & Urban Development’s (HUD) 2013 Community Development Block Grant –
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds under the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for
Putnam County.

The activities associated with the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for Putnam
County described herein will provide financial assistance to homeowners whose residences were
substantially damaged by Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. The Recreate NY
Home Program activities to be funded by CDBG-DR have been designed to provide home buyout and
acquisition assistance to owners of 1-2 unit family homes.

“Buyouts” occur when properties located within a floodplain are purchased, improvements are then
removed, and the parcel is allowed to return to its natural state in perpetuity. This program aims to
preserve our natural floodplains, prevent future damage to homes, promote uniform land usage, and assist
those impacted by Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee. “Acquisitions” occur
when properties are purchased and may be reconstructed, demolished and/or cleaned up, depending on
site specific conditions, in preparation for future flood resistant development. Specific details of reuse of
the acquired properties are unknown at this time, however use will be in accordance with local zoning and
land use plans.



This is the first tier of review in a 2-tiered process. The specific addresses of homes are not known at this
time because the participating property owner identification process is ongoing. Therefore, under 24 CFR
Part 58.15 (Tiering) and 24 CFR Part 58.32 (Project Aggregation), HTFC will use a tiered approach and
once specific sites are determined, each site will be reviewed in compliance with the instructions
established in the Tier 1 Review. No physical work will begin on properties until all levels of
environmental review are complete and found to be in compliance. Tier 1 review addresses specific
environmental factors for which compliance has been documented, regardless of specific site locations. It
prevents repeating the same compliance factors on a Tier 2 site-specific basis, once all participating
homeowners are known.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

A Tier 1 Environmental Review Record (ERR) was established and is maintained on file. The ERR is
incorporated by reference into this FONSI. A full copy of the ERR, including a completed National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) Environmental Assessment Checklist, an Environmental
Assessment Work Sheet, and area map, is available for public inspection during normal business hours in
accordance with 24 CFR Part 58 at the offices listed below or at http://stormrecovery.ny.gov/environment.

HTFC has determined that the ERR for the project identified herein complies with the requirements of
HUD environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58, et al.

HTFC has also determined that the project described herein, as proposed, will have no significant adverse
environmental or socioeconomic impacts, either direct, indirect, or cumulative. There will be no
significant impact on the human environment, and the action will not negatively impact the quality of the
environment. Therefore, HTFC has determined that the project, as proposed, is not an action that will
result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment. Moreover, the project does not
require an Environmental Impact Statement under NEPA.

Public Review: Public viewing of the ERR is available on the internet and is also available in person
Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM at the following addresses:

New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation
38-40 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
Contact: Thomas J. King, Esq. (646) 417-4660

&

Putnam County Planning Department
841 Fair St
Carmel, NY 10512
Contact: Putnam County Planning Department (845) 878-3480

Further information may be requested at NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org or by calling HTFC at (646)
417-4660. This combined notice is being sent to individuals and groups known to be interested in these
activities, local news media, appropriate local, state, and federal agencies, the regional office of U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction, and to the HUD Field Office, and is being
published in newspapers of general circulation in the affected community.



Public Comments on FONSI/Findings and NOIRROF
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on this project. Those wishing to
comment should specify in their comments which distinct part(s) of this Combined Notice they intend
their comments to address. Comments should be submitted via email, in the proper format, on or before
December 10, 2014 at: NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org. Written comments may also be submitted at the
following address, or by mail, in the proper format, to be received on or before December 10, 2014.

Thomas J. King, Esq.
Certifying Officer
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 1224
Albany, NY 12231

If modifications result from public comment, these would be made prior to proceeding with the
expenditure of funds.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

Written notice of environmental clearance would be required prior to the removal of any limitation on
commitment of federal funds in accordance with regulations at 24 CFR Part 58.70.

On December 10, 2014, the HCR Certifying Officer would submit this request and certification to HUD
for the release of CDBG-DR funds as authorized by related laws and policies for the purpose of
implementing this part of the New York State CDBG-DR program.

HCR certifies to HUD that Thomas J. King, Esq., acting in capacity as Certifying Officer, consents to
accept the jurisdiction of the U.S. federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in
relation to the environmental reviews, decision-making, and action, and that these responsibilities have
been satisfied. Moreover, HCR certifies that a Tier 1 environmental review for the project described
herein has been completed and that additional Tier 2 site-specific review would occur once the specific
sites are identified. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and
related laws and authorities, and allows HTFC/HCR to use CDBG-DR funds.

The RROF amount for the Recreate NY Home Buyout and Acquisition Program for Putnam County is
$600,000.

Objections to Release of Funds - HUD would consider objections to the RROF and/or FONSI
certification for a period of fifteen days following the submission date or its actual receipt of the request
(whichever is later). Potential objectors may contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection
period.

The only permissible grounds for objections claiming a responsible entity’s non-compliance with 24 CFR
Part 58 are:

(a) Certification was not executed by the responsible entity’s Certifying Officer;
(b) The responsible entity has omitted or failed to make a step, decision, or finding

required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58;
(c) The responsible entity has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24

CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of environmental certification; or
(d) Another federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written

finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental
quality.



Objections must be prepared and submitted in writing in accordance with the required procedures and
format (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to:

Tennille Smith Parker
Director, Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division
Office of Block Grant Assistance
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
451 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20410
Phone: (202) 402-4649


