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This Floodplain Management Plan meets the requirements of 24 CFR Part 55.20 and Executive
Order 11988—Floodplain Management—for the NY Rising and NYC Build It Back Acquisition
for Redevelopment Program (Program) in Queens County, NY. This Floodplain Management
Plan documents the eight-step decision making for the Program and pertains to activities within
the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) as defined by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), or its successors, pursuant to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), or
a successor program, whether advisory, preliminary, or final.

Description of Proposed Program Activities

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is responsible for
administration of the CDBG-DR program pursuant to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of
2013. The CDBG-DR program is designed to address the needs of New York State (NYS) and
New York City (NYC) communities devastated by Superstorm Sandy. To date, this funding has
been disbursed in two allocations. On Tuesday, March 5, 2013, HUD published Federal Register
Notice 78 Fed. Reg. 14329, which established the requirements and processes for the first $1.71
billion in federal CDBG-DR aid appropriated by the United States Congress and allocated to
NYS for disaster relief. NYC was also allocated approximately $1.78 billion in federal CDBG-
DR funding under Federal Register Notice 78 Fed. Reg. 69104. On November 18, 2013, HUD
issued a second allocation of $2.097 billion to NYS under Federal Register Notice 78 Fed. Reg.
69104. NYC was also allocated an additional $1.44 billion under Federal Register Notice 78 Fed.
Reg. 69104.

NYS Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCR) is acting as a Responsible Entity (RE) under
24 CFR Part 58—Environmental Review Procedures For Entities Assuming HUD
Environmental Responsibilities. As a RE, NYS HCR will complete environmental reviews for all
NY Rising Programs in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
HUD environmental review standards. NYC Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) is
also a RE under 24 CRF Part 58. As such, NYC OMB will complete environmental reviews for
all NYC BIB programs in compliance with NEPA and HUD environmental review standards.

The Program is being administered in accordance with the State of New York Action Plan for
Community Development Block Grant Program Disaster Recovery (Action Plan) (issued April
25, 2013; amended August 13, 2013, August 16, 2013; August 19, 2013, November 15, 2013,
December 18, 2013; February 18, 2014; and May 27, 2014) and The City of New York
Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Action Plan (Plan) (issued May 10,

Floodplain Management Plan
NY Rising and NYC Build It Back Acquisition for Redevelopment Program
Queens County, NY Page 2 of 21



2013; amended August 23, 2013; September 5, 2013; September 10, 2013; November 25, 2013;
April 18, 2014; and June 13, 2014).

Under the program, NYC would complete an applicant intake process through the Build it Back
(BIB) program and complete appraisals for the applicant properties. Eligible applicants from the
BIB program would be located within a floodplain and have established substantial damage.
Once NYC makes the eligibility determination, the applicant would be referred to NYS.
Applicants would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility determination
process. A Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase I ESA would be completed
for all properties that are determined to be eligible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program. NYS would purchase the property. All Phase II environmental testing and soil
remediation as necessary for the program site would be completed, and the site would be secured
in such a manner that the site would not adversely impact adjacent properties or owners. Once
the site has been secured, NYS would transfer the property to NYC’s designated nonprofit agent
for demolition for redevelopment. Asbestos and hazardous materials surveys and abatement
would be completed.

“Acquisitions” involve purchase of properties; however, the specific details of reuse and
redevelopment would be determined based on site specific conditions. The vast majority of
properties acquired under the Program would be demolished and redeveloped into one-two (1-2)
unit residential structures. In certain circumstances where redevelopment of the parcel with one-
two (1-2) unit residential buildings is not practicable, reuse would be in accordance with local
zoning and land use plans and further environmental assessment would be necessary. This action
is of fundamental importance in assisting landowners with damaged property. These are the
activities that are the subject of this document, and have been combined together for purposes of
an aggregated review in accordance with 24 CFR Part 55.24.

All Applicants for financial assistance would be evaluated for eligibility, in accordance with
HUD guidelines. The Program would follow federal policies which ensure that no person may be
excluded, denied benefits, or subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status, and/or physical or mental handicap under any program
funded in whole or in part by federal CDBG-DR funds. CDBG-DR funds from the HUD disaster
appropriation may be used for eligible CDBG-DR activities that meet the state CDBG program
regulations. However, all proposed CDBG-DR expenditures shall be reviewed for compliance
with duplication of benefits guidelines under 42 U.S.C. 5155, which specifically prohibit the use
of funds for activities reimbursable by, or for which funds have been made available by FEMA,
the Small Business Administration (SBA), or other federal or state sources. Funds may also be
used as a matching requirement, share, or contribution for any other federal program, provided
all activities are CDBG-DR eligible and in compliance with duplication of benefit guidelines.

Executive Order 11988 & 24 CFR Part 55

Under 24 CFR Part 55.20, an eight-step decision making process must be completed for
proposed actions taking place in a floodplain. 24 CFR Part 55.20 implements Executive Order
11988—Floodplain Management. The order requires federal agencies (or a state agency
implementing a federal funding program) to reduce the loss of life and property caused by
floods, minimize impacts of floods on human safety, health, and welfare, and preserve the
natural and beneficial functions of floodplains. Under this order, federal agencies should first
look at avoiding all actions in or adversely affecting floodplains unless no practicable
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alternatives exist. If no practicable alternatives exist, then federal agencies must evaluate the
potential effects of the proposed action.

In addition, federal agencies are required to demonstrate that all practicable alternatives have
resulted in the reduction or elimination of the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated
with occupancy and modifications of the floodplain. This eight-step process includes assessing
all practicable alternatives and incorporating public review.

Projects located within the SFHA are subject to Executive Order 11988. Information on where
SFHAs are located is available on Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) published by FEMA.
FEMA uses engineering studies to determine the delineation of these areas or zones subject to
flooding. The relevant data source for the SFHA is the latest issued FEMA data or guidance,
which includes advisory data, such as Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs) or preliminary
and final FIRMs.

The SFHA is the area that would be inundated by a 100-year flood: an area that has a one percent
or greater chance of experiencing a flood in any single year. SFHAs are shown on FIRMs as
shaded areas labeled with the letter “A” or “V”.

e “V” zones are coastal flood hazard zones subject to wave run-up in addition to storm
surge.

e “A” zones include all other special flood hazard areas.

e “VE” zones, “AE” zones, “V” zones, or “A” zones followed by a number are areas with
specific flood elevations, known as Base Flood Elevations (BFE).

e A zone with the letter “A” or “V” by itself is an appropriately studied flood hazard area
without a specific flood elevation.

e Within an “AE” zone or a numbered “A” zone, there may be an area known as the
“regulatory floodway,” which is the channel of a river and adjacent land areas which
must be reserved to discharge a 100-year flood without causing a rise in flood elevations.

The floodplain (FEMA Zones “A”, “AE”, “AH”, “V”, & “VE”) covers large areas of Queens
County. An approximate total of 13,963 acres of floodplain, including surface waters, is mapped
within the county boundary.'

24 CFR Part 55.1 (¢)

Under 24 CFR Part 55.1 (c), except with respect to actions listed in Part 55.12(c), no HUD
financial assistance (including mortgage insurance) may be approved after May 23, 1994 with
respect to:

(1) Any action, other than a functionally dependent use, located in a floodway;

(2) Any critical action located in a coastal high hazard area (V zone) (a “critical action” is an
action such as storage of volatile materials, irreplaceable record storage, or construction of a
hospital or nursing home); or

' County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of
City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AO, VE, and 0.2% from
FEMA'’s preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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(3) Any non-critical action located in a coastal high hazard area, unless the action is designed for
location in a coastal high hazard area or is a functionally dependent use and complies with the
construction standards outlined in HUD Regulations 24 CFR Part 55 (¢)(3).

24 CFR Parts 55.11 & 55.20

Under 24 CFR Parts 55.11 (including Table 1) and 55.20, non-critical actions are allowed in A or
V zones only if the actions are reviewed in accordance with the floodplain management eight-
step decision making process (eight-step process) outlined in 24 CFR Part 55.20. The eight-step
process was conducted for the NY Rising and NYC BIB Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program activities within Queens County, and is detailed below.

NYS HCR and NYC OMB Approach

In applying Executive Order 11988 and 24 CFR Part 55, NYS HCR and NYC OMB's approach
is to avoid, to the extent possible, the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the
occupancy and modification of floodplains as a result of the proposed actions.

All applicant properties have been reviewed to determine their location in regard to the
floodplain and are not located within the floodway. This document potentially applies to all
properties within the boundaries of Queens County. No funding would be committed to
properties located in a floodway and no critical actions would receive funding.

24 CFR Part 55.20 Eight-Step Process

Step One: Determine whether the proposed action is located in a 100-year floodplain (or a
500-year floodplain for a Critical Action).

The geographic scope for the NY Rising and NYC BIB Acquisition for Redevelopment Program
described herein is the jurisdictional area of Queens County, covering approximately 69,888
acres with approximately 13,963 acres located within surface water and floodplains.” The
acquisitions would be located within floodplains, targeting residential properties with the most
severe storm damage.

Program activities are expected to take place on residential properties scattered throughout the
neighborhoods within Queens County most affected by Superstorm Sandy. Property owners
located within the county that sustained severe damage from Superstorm Sandy are able to apply
for the program. (See EXHIBIT 1 Queens County Area of Impact Map.)

The actual property addresses of applicants participating in this program would not be verified
until applications for assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the program.

Funding would be provided in accordance with NYS’s Action Plan and NYC’s Plan for
homeowners within Queens County who meet the program requirements. The Program would
fund activities necessary for purchase, demolition, redevelopment, and other mitigation activities
within the disturbed area of the previously developed parcel.

? County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of
City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AO, VE, and 0.2% from
FEMA'’s preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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Step Two: (For housing requiring substantial improvement) Notify the public at the
earliest possible time of a proposal to consider an action in a floodplain (or in the 500-year
floodplain for a Critical Action), and involve the affected and interested public in the
decision making process.

Because the Program activities would be located in the floodplain, the REs must publish an early
notice that allows the public an opportunity to provide input into the decision to provide funding
for the Program activities in this area.

Once the early public notice and comment period is complete, the REs will assess, consider, and
respond to the comments received individually and collectively for the project file, then proceed
to Step Three.

A 15-day "Notice for Early Public Review of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain" was
published in The Daily News, NY Post, Newsday Queens Edition, El Diario, Staten Island
Advance, Sing Tao Daily, Russkaya Reklama, Rockaway Wave, and NYC’s City Record on
September 5, 2014. The 15-day period expires on September 22, 2014. The notice targeted local
residents, including those in the floodplain. The notice was also sent to the following state and
federal agencies on September 5, 2014: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); U.S
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS); U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE); National Park Service (NPS); National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA); NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); NYS Department
Environmental Conservation; the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; the
NYS Department of Transportation; and the NYS Office of Emergency Management. The notice
was also sent to NYC’s Consolidated Plan mailing list, Queens County, and the towns and
villages within Queens County (see EXHIBIT 2 for the notice and email to federal and state
agencies).

NYS HCR and NYC OMB received 0 public comments on this notice. See EXHIBIT 4 for the
list of comments received by and the response to those comments.

Step Three: (For housing requiring substantial improvement) Identify and evaluate
practicable alternatives to locating the proposed action in a floodplain (or the 500-year
floodplain for a Critical Action).

After a consideration of the following alternatives, NYS HCR and NYC OMB have determined
the best practicable alternative is the Proposed Action. The alternative actions considered are as
follows: No Action, Rehabilitation Grants, Buyouts, Acquisitions: 1 to 2 Unit Residential
Properties (Proposed Action), and Acquisitions: 3+ Unit Residential Properties. These
alternatives are discussed below.

No Action Alternative

A No Action alternative is not proposed as it does not adequately achieve NYS and NYC goals
of promoting a safe and healthy living environment for Queens County residents. Under the No
Action alternative, the funding for the proposed acquisition of residential properties in the high
flood risk areas of Queens County would not be authorized. There would be no acquisition of
properties. Homeowners who are unable or unwilling to repair their homes would not be assisted
in relocating outside of the high flood risk areas. Under the No Action alternative, the flood
damaged and destroyed residential properties would remain under their current ownership. NYC

Floodplain Management Plan
NY Rising and NYC Build It Back Acquisition for Redevelopment Program
Queens County, NY Page 6 of 21



would not be responsible for the any demolition activities. The homeowners would be
responsible for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties.

Under a No Action alternative, abandoned properties would remain, posing an ongoing risk to
health and safety, as well as diminishing property values of neighboring homes and contributing
to a depressed economy. Small residential buildings close to the shore are an integral part of the
county’s culture. These residents support the affected communities’ economies, which are
critical to the economic health of the state. The No Action alternative would negatively impact
the recovery of the affected communities.

Rehabilitation Grants

Under this alternative, homeowners would be able to apply for programs for financial assistance
for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties that were damaged or destroyed by the storms.
While these assistance programs would include financial support and requirements for resiliency
upgrades for the individual properties that would reduce the potential damage from future
storms, some homeowners may not be willing to repair their homes. Further, in repairing
substantially damaged homes, the residents may be displaced for a longer period of time while
home repairs and resiliency efforts are being made. For these residents, rehabilitating their home
may not serve as well as an acquisition option that allows them to permanently relocate and
begin rebuilding their lives without having to wait for a long period of time while their home is
being repaired or possibly even reconstructed. Some owners of substantially damaged homes
may already have relocated or purchased a new home. For these owners, rehabilitation grants
would not be effective in assisting them to recover from recent storm events.

Buyouts
Under this alternative, only funding for a traditional Buyout program, in which NYS purchased

properties and demolished structures to restore the floodplain to a natural state, would be
authorized for residential properties damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Queens
County. However, the funding would not be authorized for the Acquisition for Redevelopment of
any properties. This alternative would satisfy the need to relocate homeowners out of high flood
risk areas and the goal to improve the storm attenuation properties of the affected communities;
however, it would not satisfy the need to redevelop acquired properties with newer, more
resilient construction. It would also not satisfy the need to maintain the residential character of
some neighborhoods. If NYS purchased homes as Buyouts outside of specific enhanced target
zones, a gap-tooth effect would occur, as some residents may choose to stay in their current
home. Under this alternative, NYS could also only purchase homes in specified enhanced target
zones. Homeowners outside of Buyout areas would not be eligible to have their property
acquired by NYS, leading some residents to continue living in homes that have not been properly
repaired.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 1-2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action)

The proposed action is an Acquisition for Redevelopment program that would purchase storm
damaged one-two (1-2) unit residential properties for the purpose of demolition, reconstruction,
and future redevelopment. This process would use grant funds to acquire parcels from voluntary
sellers affected by Superstorm Sandy. Existing improvements on some parcels would be
demolished. Some parcels would then be redeveloped into one-two (1-2) unit residential
dwellings (or in rare instances, left vacant). In instances where demolition or redevelopment into
one-two (1-2) unit residential structures is impracticable, other redevelopment activities may
occur. These project activities would be determined on a case by case basis, and be consistent
with all federal, state, and municipal laws and zoning requirements. If the redevelopment
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involves a use other than one-two (1-2) unit residential buildings, further environmental
assessment would be performed to ensure compliance with federal and state environmental
guidelines.

The proposed Acquisition for Redevelopment action is necessary to prevent substantially
damaged homes from further deteriorating or being abandoned by owners who do not have the
resources or desire to rehabilitate their homes and provide adequate assistance to Queens County
residents to make a life-altering move. The action is also needed to allow for consistent
redevelopment; unlike a traditional buyout that would not preserve the character of
neighborhoods if scattered lots were to be left open in perpetuity, replacing damaged homes with
safe, modern construction would promote community revitalization in these neighborhoods.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties

Under this alternative, the funding for the acquisition for redevelopment program would be
authorized for residential properties damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Queens
County. However, the funding would not be limited to 1-2 unit residential properties. All
residential properties in Queens County that were damaged or destroyed by the storms would be
considered under the Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties program.

This alternative would satisfy the need to allow some current homeowners to relocate out of high
flood risk areas if they desire, while still allowing some residents who wish to remain in their
homes the ability to do so, without creating a gap-tooth effect. The residents of properties with
more than two units would be eligible for Acquisitions, potentially leading to more properties
that could be redeveloped.

Due to the higher costs associated with 3+ unit residential properties, if the Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program were to include 3+ unit residential properties, fewer properties overall
could be included in the program. This alternative would result in similar environmental effects
as the proposed action, although in different locations because it would include 3+ residential
properties in place of certain 1- to 2-unit applicants. This alternative could lead to fewer
properties being redeveloped in a more resilient manner, and would not meet the program goal of
greater community resiliency in NYC through smart development.

These alternatives will be re-evaluated in light of any public comments received.

Step Four: Identify the potential direct and indirect impacts associated with the occupancy
or modification of the floodplain (or 500-year floodplain for a Critical Action).

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have evaluated the alternatives to the taking the proposed Acquisition
for Redevelopment activities in the floodplain, and have determined that the proposed activities
must take place in the floodplain.

Potential impacts associated with the occupancy or modification of the floodplain include some
degree of hazard to residents who choose to live in the floodplain in the future. While there are
some inherent risks to living in a floodplain or area which experiences severe weather that
cannot be completely avoided, the individual actions undertaken by the described NY Rising and
NYC BIB Acquisition for Redevelopment Program would result in resilient redevelopment of
the acquired properties, and provide a positive financial impact on the neighborhoods and
communities in Queens County. Acquisitions are of fundamental importance in assisting
landowners with substantially damaged residential properties. A traditional Buyout of individual
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properties in established neighborhoods would invariably result in undeveloped parcels scattered
throughout otherwise developed areas. By creating an Acquisition purchase option for
redevelopment, NYS and NYC would be able to provide financial assistance to affected
homeowners and replace the substantially damaged homes with safe modern construction while
promoting community revitalization.

While there is the potential for a cumulative impact from the generation of construction debris
from the demolition and reconstruction of a great number of homes through the Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program in conjunction with the other NY Rising Housing Recovery Programs
and other NYC BIB Housing Programs, most of the impact would be mitigated. Direct and
indirect impacts on the floodplain from demolition and construction activities under the
Acquisition for Redevelopment Program would be minimal as these Program sites have been
previously developed with one-two (1-2) unit residential buildings.

The Acquisition for Redevelopment Program would remove debris and wreckage from
purchased properties, including the demolition of substantially damaged dwellings. These
activities would protect public safety through the removal of unsafe structures and help to protect
human life by relocating residents who are unwilling or unable to rehabilitate their homes out of
unsafe housing. Redevelopment of these parcels is necessary to maintain neighborhood
characteristics, as the sites may be scattered and would be located within residential
neighborhoods where other homes may be rehabilitated. As the properties would be redeveloped
with resilient, storm-resistant housing, the lives of future residents would also be protected.

Another impact associated with occupancy of the floodplain is that land use policies are
changing regarding development along rivers and improvements to drainage systems.
Municipalities are revising building codes to incorporate requirements for flood and storm
mitigation measures in new construction. Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, the
eventual redevelopment of the acquired properties would be in accordance with these new codes
and requirements.

Step Five: Where practicable, design or modify the proposed action to minimize the
potential adverse impacts within the floodplain (including the 500-year floodplain for a
Critical Action) and to restore and preserve its natural and beneficial values.

In order to minimize impacts associated with the occupancy of the floodplain, NYS and NYC
would ensure that redevelopment activities located within the regulated floodplain would include
required flood mitigation measures to be included in new construction and that flood insurance is
carried on the residential properties in accordance with Executive Order 11988 as implemented
by 24 CFR Part 55.20.

All new construction in the SHFA under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program would be
required to have a minimum foundation elevation to two (2) feet above the ABFE, which is
considered the best available data until the P-FIRM for Queens County is issued. The P-FIRM
may indicate a different elevation requirement. This elevation requirement is consistent with
Rule 6 Part 502 of the New York Code, Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) and NYS Residential
Building Code standards for one-two (1-2) unit residential construction.

Strict requirements for the disposal of debris are in place to prevent, to the extent possible, any
negative impacts to the floodplain. The handling and disposal of demolition and construction
debris, control of storm water runoff, and noise impacts resulting from the NY Rising and NYC
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BIB Acquisition for Redevelopment Program in Queens County would be in accordance with all
local and state regulations as part of the acceptance of assistance funding.

The program would also implement and maintain erosion and sedimentation control measures to
prevent deposition of sediment and eroded soil in on-site and off-site wetlands and waters. Soil
compaction would be controlled by minimizing program activities in vegetated areas, including
lawns. Best management practices (BMPs), such as silt fence and erosion prevention, may be
implemented if required by permits or agency discretion. Work in areas of soils with high wind
erosion potential may have to occur only during calm weather conditions or include additional
watering and other dust suppression mitigation measures. Thorough planning, engineering
review, and design, through the local permitting process, would minimize soil erosion and
damage to the floodplain that could result from program activities on sites with marginal soil
properties.

Step Six: Reevaluate the proposed action to determine: (1) Whether it is still practicable in
light of its exposure to flood hazards in the floodplain, the extent to which it will aggravate
the current hazards to other floodplains, and its potential to disrupt floodplain values; and
(2) Whether alternatives preliminarily rejected at Step Three are practicable in light of the
information gained in Steps Four and Five.

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have reevaluated the proposed action and determined that the
Acquisition for Redevelopment Program is still practicable in light of its exposure to flood
hazards in the floodplain. As the properties have already been developed, the Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program would not aggravate current hazards to the floodplain, nor would the
Program disrupt floodplain values.

The REs will take the following steps to mitigate the exposure of future occupants to impacts
from floodplain occupancy and to preserve natural and beneficial properties of the floodplain:

1) In accordance with state and local ordinances, all new construction would include
elevation of the structure to the ABFE+2 or P-FIRM elevation requirements;

2) Notification will be given to future occupants of the redeveloped properties that there
are inherent risks to living in a floodplain;

3) Flood insurance would be maintained on the redeveloped parcels;

4) Site-specific hazard mitigation measures would be taken, including BMPs to reduce
erosion and sedimentation, and proper disposal of debris and demolition and
construction waste.

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have also reconsidered the alternatives discussed in Step Three and
determined the best practicable alternative is the Proposed Action. The alternative actions
considered are as follows: No Action, Rehabilitation Grants, Buyouts, Acquisitions: 1 to 2 Unit
Residential Properties (Proposed Action), and Acquisitions: 3+ Unit Residential Properties.
These alternatives do not meet the goals of the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program because
the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program is specifically designed to purchase substantially
damaged homes located within the floodplain and redevelop the parcels, there is no practicable
alternative than locating the proposed action in the floodplain.

Step Seven: (For housing requiring substantial improvement) If the reevaluation results in
a determination that there is no practicable alternative to locating the proposal in the
floodplain (or the 500-year floodplain for a Critical Action), publish a final notice.
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It is NYS HCR and NYC OMB?’s determination that the preferred alternative is the proposed
Acquisition for Redevelopment Program. The benefits of the Program would be to protect public
safety and human life, minimize threats to the floodplain, ensure land use consistency, and
maintain neighborhood characteristics.

The benefits of the Proposed Action are: 1) ensuring development that is consistent with the
natural condition of our floodplains; 2) redevelopment that restores the population density to pre-
storm levels; 3) replacing outdated flood susceptible construction with modern flood resistant
construction; 4) minimizing detrimental impacts on human health; and 5) ensuring the
redevelopment of damaged inland parcels consistent with current land use.

A 7-day "Notice for Final Public Review of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain" was
published in The Daily News, NY Post, Newsday Queens Edition, El Diario, Staten Island
Advance, Sing Tao Daily, Russkaya Reklama, Rockaway Wave, and NYC’s City Record on
September 26, 2014. The 7-day period expires on October 4, 2014. The notice targeted local
residents, including those in the floodplain. The notice was also sent to the following state and
federal agencies on September 26, 2014: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA);
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS); U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE); National Park Service (NPS); National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); NYS
Department Environmental Conservation; the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation; the NYS Department of Transportation; and the NYS Office of Emergency
Management. The notice was also sent to NYC’s Consolidated Plan mailing list, Queens County,
and the towns and villages within Queens County. (See EXHIBIT 3 for the notice and email to
federal and state agencies.)

NYS HCR and NYC OMB received 0 public comments on this notice. See EXHIBIT 4 for the
list of comments received and the response to those comments.

Step Eight: Implement the Action

Step eight is implementation of the proposed action. NYS HCR and NYC OMB would ensure
that all mitigation measures prescribed in the steps above would be adhered to. Also, prior to any
acquisitions, NYS HCR will conduct a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review in
accordance with 24 CFR Part 58 and a New York State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQR) review in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617.

EXHIBIT 1 Queens County Area of Impact Map

EXHIBIT 2 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Early Public Review and Proof of
Publication

EXHIBIT 3 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Final Public Review and Proof of
Publication

EXHIBIT 4 Public Comments Received and Response
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EXHIBIT 2 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Early Public Review
and Proof of Publication

EARLY NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF
A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN -
NEW YORK CITY

BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM

New York State Homes and Community Renewal
Hampton Plaza

38-40 State Street

Albany, New York 12207

(518) 473-4732

New York City Office of Management and Budget
255 Greenwich Street

New York, New York 10007

(212) 788-6024

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN

To: All interested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

This is to give notice that New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCR), and
New York City Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) have conducted an evaluation
as required by Executive Order 11988 in accordance with HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20
Subpart C - Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of
Wetlands, to determine the potential effects that its activity in the floodplain would have on the
human environment. This activity—NY Rising and NYC Build It Back (BIB) Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program—is funded under the Community Development Block Grant — Disaster
Recovery (CDBG-DR) Program pursuant to Title I of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

Pursuant to the CDBG-DR Program and Federal Register Notices 78 Fed. Reg. 14329 and 78
Fed. Reg. 69104 (Notices), published March 5, 2013, and November 18, 2013, respectively,
NYS has been allocated approximately $3.8 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery
activities, including but not limited to the acquisition, demolition, reconstruction, improvement,
financing, and use of existing properties in storm-impacted municipalities and counties. Pursuant
to the Notices, NYC has been allocated $3.2 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery
activities in NYC. A portion of the current allocation will be used for the acquisition and
redevelopment of some of the worst damaged properties, including those that are the subject of
this Notice. This Notice pertains to properties opting into the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program in the following New York City counties: Bronx County, Kings County, New York
County, and Queens County, NY.
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BRONX COUNTY

There are approximately 3,678 acres of surface water and floodplain in Bronx County.’
KINGS COUNTY

There are approximately 12,561 acres of surface water and floodplain in Kings County.
NEW YORK COUNTY

There are approximately 2,950 acres of surface water and floodplain in New York County.
QUEENS COUNTY

There are approximately 13,963 acres of surface water and floodplain in Queens County.

Floodplains are delineated on the FEMA Base Flood Elevation Maps, which can be viewed at
www.msc.fema.gov. The actual property addresses of applicants participating in this program
will not be verified until applications for assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the
program.

Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, NYC would complete an applicant intake
process through its BIB program and complete appraisals for the applicant properties. Eligible
applicants from the BIB program would have established substantial property damage. Once
NYC makes the eligibility determination, the applicant would be referred to NYS. Applicants
would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility determination process. The
program would then complete a Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase I ESAs
for all properties that are determined to be eligible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program. NYS would purchase the property, and the program would complete all Phase II
environmental testing and soil remediation as necessary for the project site. NYS would transfer
the property to NYC’s designated nonprofit agent for demolition, including any asbestos and
hazardous materials survey and abatement, and redevelopment. After the State has acquired the
site, the program would secure the site in such a manner that the site would not adversely impact
adjacent properties or property owners, and this may occur prior to or after the site has been
transferred to NYC’s designated nonprofit agent.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities
in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should
be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas.
Second, adequate public notice is an important public education tool. The dissemination of
information about floodplains facilitates and enhances Federal efforts to reduce the risks
associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of
fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in
floodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Floodplain Management
Plan or a request for further information to Thomas King, Certifying Officer, NYS Homes and
Community Renewal — Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery, 99 Washington Avenue, Suite
1010, Albany, NY 12231 and/or Calvin Johnson, Assistant Director CDBG-DR, City of New

? County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of
City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AO, VE, and 0.2% from
FEMA'’s preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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York Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, gt Floor, New York, NY
10007. Written comments may also be submitted via email to Thomas King at
NYSCDBG DR _ER@nyshcr.org and/or Calvin Johnson at CDBGDR-Enviro@omb.nyc.gov.
Please include “New York City Acquisition Floodplain Management Comments,” as well as the
specific county, in the subject line. All comments received by September 22, 2014 will be
considered by NYS HCR and NYC OMB.

Thomas J. King, NYS Homes and Community Renewal, Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
Dean Fuleihan, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Budget,
Certifying Officers

September 5, 2014
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EARLY NOTICE AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY {N A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN ~ NEW YORK CITY.
BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM

1 NewYorkStateHorrmandewmty' Renewal NewYm'kCityOfﬁoeufMalmetrmand&met
<§  Hampton Plaza 285 Greenwich Sirget
38-40 State Street New York, New York 10007
Nbarny, New York 12207 (212) 7886024
(518) 473-4732
NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN
To: Allinterested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals
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BRONX COUNTY ;

* There are appraximately 3,678 acres of surface water and fioodplain in Bronx County.!
KINGS COUNTY

« Thera areapproximately 12 561 acres of surface water and ficodolain in Kings County,
NEW YORK COUNTY

* There are approximately 2,950 auaofs:.ndaeewatermdﬂoodplafn in New York County.
QUEENS COUNTY
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sﬁadertheﬂoquiﬁmforRedevelopmem Program, NYCwould complete anapplicant intake process through its BIB program and complate appraisals for the applicant
properties. Eligible applicants from the Big Program would have estabiished substantial property damage. Once NYC makes the eligibiity determination, the applicant 1.
would be referred to NYS, Appiicants would then go through the WY Rising apotication and ekigibility determination process. The program would then complete a Tier 2
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Thoimas J. King, NY$ Homes and Community Renewal, Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
Dean Fuleihan, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Budget,
Certifying Officers

Yy 5,2014 :
+ County boundaries (for Brori, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of City Planaing Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014).
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EARLY NOTICE AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN - NEW YORK CITY
BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM

New York State Homes and Community Renewal New York City Office of Management and Budget

Hampton Plaza 255 Greenwich Street

38-40 State Street : New York, New York 10007 .
Albany, New York 12207 (212) 788-6024

(518) 473-4732

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN
To: All interested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

This is to give notice that New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCRY), and New York City Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) have
conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988 in accordance with HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C - Procedures for Making
Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands, to determine the potential effects that its activity in the floodplain would have on the human
environment. This activity—NY Rising and NYC Build It Back (BIB) Acquisition for Redevelopment Program—is funded under the Community Development Block

Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Program pursuant to Title | of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.). i

Pursuant to the CDBG-DR Program and Federal Register Notices 78 Fed. Reg. 14329 and 78 Fed. Reg. 69104 (Notices), published March 5, 2013, and Novernber 18,
2013, respectively, NYS has been allocated approximately $3.8 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery activities, including but not limited to the acquisition,
demolition, reconstruction, improvement, financing, and use of existing properties in storm-impacted municipalities and counties. Pursuant to the Notices, NYC
has been allocated $3.2 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery activities in NYC. A portion of the current allocation will be used for the acquisition and
redevelopment of some of the worst damaged properties, including those that are the subject of this Notice. This Notice pertains to properties opting into the
Acquisition for Redevelopment Program in the following New York City counties: Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County, NY.

BRONX COUNTY
+ There are approximately 3,678 acres of surface water and floodplain in Bronx County.!

KINGS COUNTY
» There are approximately 12,561 acres of surface water and floodplain in Kings County.

NEW YORK COUNTY . !
+ There are approximately 2,950 acres of surface water and floodplain in New York County.

QUEENS COUNTY
* There are approximately 13,963 acres of surface water and floodplain in Queens County.

Floodplains are delineated on the FEMA Base Flood Elevation Maps, which can be viewed at www.msc.fema.gov. The actual property addresses of applicants
participating in this program will not be verified until applications for assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the program.

Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, NYC would complete an applicant intake process through its BIB program and complete appraisals for the
applicant properties. Eligible applicants from the BIB program would have established substantial property damage. Once NYC makes the eligibility determination,
the applicant would be referred to NYS. Applicants would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility determination process. The program would then
complete a Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase | ESAs for all properties that are determined to be eligible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program. NYS would purchase the property, and the program would complete all Phase Il environmental testing and soil remediation as necessary for the project
site. NYS would transfer the property to NYC's designated nonprofit agent for demolition, including any asbestos and hazardous materials survey and abatement,
and redevelopment. After the State has acquired the site, the program would secure the site in such a manner that the site would not adversely impact adjacent
properties or property owners, and this may occur prior to or after the site has been transferred to NYC's designated nonprofit agent.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of
the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, adequate public notice is an
important public education tool. The dissemination of information about floodplains facilitates and enhances Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated with the
occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairmness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place
in floodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Floodplain Management Plan or a request for further information to Thomas King, Certifying
Officer, NYS Homes and Community Renewal - Governor's Office of Storm Recovery, 99 Washington Avenue, Suite 1010, Albany, NY 12231 and/or Calvin Johnson,
Assistant Director CDBG-DR, City of New York Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10007. Written comments may
also be submitted via email to Thomas King at NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org and/or Calvin Johnson at CDBGDR-Enviro@omb.nyc.gov. Please include “New York
City Acquisition Floodplain Management Comments," as well as the specific county, in the subject line. All comments received by September 22, 2014 will be
considered by NYS HCR and NYC OMB. :

Thomas J. King, NYS Homes and Community Renewal, Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
Dean Fuleihan, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Budget,
Certifying Officers

September 5, 2014

LCounty boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014).
Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AO, VE, and 0.2% from FEMA's preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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EXHIBIT 3 Copy of Notice Transmitting Notice of Final Public Review
and Proof of Publication

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF
A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN -
NEW YORK CITY

BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM

New York State Homes and Community Renewal
Hampton Plaza

38-40 State Street

Albany, New York 12207

(518) 473-4732

New York City Office of Management and Budget
255 Greenwich Street

New York, New York 10007

(212) 788-6024

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN

To: All interested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

This is to give notice that New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCR), and
New York City Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) have conducted an evaluation
as required by Executive Order 11988 in accordance with HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20
Subpart C - Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of
Wetlands, to determine the potential effects that its activity in the floodplain would have on the
human environment. This activity—NY Rising and NYC Build It Back (BIB) Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program—is funded under the Community Development Block Grant — Disaster
Recovery (CDBG-DR) Program pursuant to Title I of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

Pursuant to the CDBG-DR Program and Federal Register Notices 78 Fed. Reg. 14329 and 78
Fed. Reg. 69104 (Notices), published March 5, 2013, and November 18, 2013, respectively,
NYS has been allocated approximately $3.8 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery
activities, including but not limited to the acquisition, demolition, reconstruction, improvement,
financing, and use of existing properties in storm-impacted municipalities and counties. Pursuant
to the Notices, NYC has been allocated $3.2 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery
activities in NYC. A portion of the current allocation will be used for the acquisition and
redevelopment of some of the worst damaged properties, including those that are the subject of
this Notice. This Notice pertains to properties opting into the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program in the following New York City counties: Bronx County, Kings County, New York
County, and Queens County, NY.
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BRONX COUNTY

There are approximately 3,678 acres of surface water and floodplain in Bronx County.*
KINGS COUNTY

There are approximately 12,561 acres of surface water and floodplain in Kings County.
NEW YORK COUNTY

There are approximately 2,950 acres of surface water and floodplain in New York County.
QUEENS COUNTY

There are approximately 13,963 acres of surface water and floodplain in Queens County.

Floodplains are delineated on the FEMA Base Flood Elevation Maps, which can be viewed at
www.msc.fema.gov. The actual property addresses of applicants participating in this program
will not be verified until applications for assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the
program.

Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, NYC would complete an applicant intake
process through its BIB program and complete appraisals for the applicant properties. Eligible
applicants from the BIB program would have established substantial property damage. Once
NYC makes the eligibility determination, the applicant would be referred to NYS. Applicants
would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility determination process. The
program would then complete a Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase I ESAs
for all properties that are determined to be eligible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program. NYS would purchase the property, and the program would complete all Phase II
environmental testing and soil remediation as necessary for the project site. NYS would transfer
the property to NYC’s designated nonprofit agent for demolition, including any asbestos and
hazardous materials survey and abatement, and redevelopment. After the State has acquired the
site, the program would secure the site in such a manner that the site would not adversely impact
adjacent properties or property owners, and this may occur prior to or after the site has been
transferred to NYC’s designated nonprofit agent.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities
in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should
be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas.
Second, adequate public notice is an important public education tool. The dissemination of
information about floodplains facilitates and enhances Federal efforts to reduce the risks
associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of
fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in
floodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures
to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values
of the floodplain, and have determined the best practicable alternative is the proposed action. The
alternative actions considered are as follows: No Action, Rehabilitation Grants, Buyouts,

* County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of
City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AO, VE, and 0.2% from
FEMA'’s preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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Acquisitions: 1 to 2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action), and Acquisitions: 3+ Unit
Residential Properties. These alternatives are discussed below.

No Action Alternative

A No Action alternative is not proposed as it does not adequately achieve NYS and NYC goals
of promoting a safe and healthy living environment for Bronx County, Kings County, New York
County, and Queens County residents. Under the No Action alternative, the funding for the
proposed acquisition of residential properties in the high flood risk areas of Bronx County, Kings
County, New York County, and Queens County would not be authorized. There would be no
acquisition of properties. Homeowners who are unable or unwilling to repair their homes would
not be assisted in relocating outside of the high flood risk areas. Under the No Action alternative,
the flood damaged and destroyed residential properties would remain under their current
ownership. NYC would not be responsible for the any demolition activities. The homeowners
would be responsible for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties.

Under a No Action alternative, abandoned properties would remain, posing an ongoing risk to
health and safety, as well as diminishing property values of neighboring homes and contributing
to a depressed economy. Small residential buildings close to the shore are an integral part of the
county’s culture. These residents support the affected communities’ economies, which are
critical to the economic health of the state. The No Action alternative would negatively impact
the recovery of the affected communities.

Rehabilitation Grants

Under this alternative, homeowners would be able to apply for programs for financial assistance
for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties that were damaged or destroyed by the storms.
While these assistance programs would include financial support and requirements for resiliency
upgrades for the individual properties that would reduce the potential damage from future
storms, some homeowners may not be willing to repair their homes. Further, in repairing
substantially damaged homes, the residents may be displaced for a longer period of time while
home repairs and resiliency efforts are being made. For these residents, rehabilitating their home
may not serve as well as an acquisition option that allows them to permanently relocate and
begin rebuilding their lives without having to wait for a long period of time while their home is
being repaired or possibly even reconstructed. Some owners of substantially damaged homes
may already have relocated or purchased a new home. For these owners, rehabilitation grants
would not be effective in assisting them to recover from recent storm events.

Buyouts

Under this alternative, only funding for a traditional Buyout program, in which NYS purchased
properties and demolished structures to restore the floodplain to a natural state, would be
authorized for residential properties damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Bronx,
Kings, New York, and Queens counties. However, the funding would not be authorized for the
Acquisition for Redevelopment of any properties. This alternative would satisfy the need to
relocate homeowners out of high flood risk areas and the goal to improve the storm attenuation
properties of the affected communities; however, it would not satisfy the need to redevelop
acquired properties with newer, more resilient construction. It would also not satisfy the need to
maintain the residential character of some neighborhoods. If NYS purchased homes as Buyouts
outside of specific enhanced target zones, a gap-tooth effect would occur, as some residents may
choose to stay in their current home. Under this alternative, NYS could also only purchase
homes in specified enhanced target zones. Homeowners outside of Buyout areas would not be
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eligible to have their property acquired by NYS, leading some residents to continue living in
homes that have not been properly repaired.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 1-2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action)

The proposed action is an Acquisition for Redevelopment program that would purchase storm
damaged one-two (1-2) unit residential properties for the purpose of demolition, reconstruction,
and future redevelopment. This process would use grant funds to acquire parcels from voluntary
sellers affected by Superstorm Sandy. Existing improvements on some parcels would be
demolished. Some parcels would then be redeveloped into one-two (1-2) unit residential
dwellings (or in rare instances, left vacant). In instances where demolition or redevelopment into
one-two (1-2) unit residential structures is impracticable, other redevelopment activities may
occur. These project activities would be determined on a case by case basis, and be consistent
with all federal, state, and municipal laws and zoning requirements. If the redevelopment
involves a use other than one-two (1-2) unit residential buildings, further environmental
assessment would be performed to ensure compliance with federal and state environmental
guidelines.

The proposed Acquisition for Redevelopment action is necessary to prevent substantially
damaged homes from further deteriorating or being abandoned by owners who do not have the
resources or desire to rehabilitate their homes and provide adequate assistance to Bronx County,
Kings County, New York County, and Queens County residents to make a life-altering move.
The action is also needed to allow for consistent redevelopment; unlike a traditional buyout that
would not preserve the character of neighborhoods if scattered lots were to be left open in
perpetuity, replacing damaged homes with safe, modern construction would promote community
revitalization in these neighborhoods.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties

Under this alternative, the funding for the acquisition for redevelopment program would be
authorized for residential properties damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Bronx,
Kings, New York, and Queens counties. However, the funding would not be limited to 1-2 unit
residential properties. All residential properties in Bronx County, Kings County, New York
County, and Queens County that were damaged or destroyed by the storms would be considered
under the Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties program.

This alternative would satisfy the need to allow some current homeowners to relocate out of high
flood risk areas if they desire, while still allowing some residents who wish to remain in their
homes the ability to do so, without creating a gap-tooth effect. The residents of properties with
more than two units would be eligible for Acquisitions, potentially leading to more properties
that could be redeveloped.

Due to the higher costs associated with 3+ unit residential properties, if the Acquisition for
Redevelopment Program were to include 3+ unit residential properties, fewer properties overall
could be included in the program. This alternative would result in similar environmental effects
as the proposed action, although in different locations because it would include 3+ residential
properties in place of certain 1- to 2-unit applicants. This alternative could lead to fewer
properties being redeveloped in a more resilient manner, and would not meet the program goal of
greater community resiliency in NYC through smart development.

These alternatives will be re-evaluated in light of any public comments received.
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain and
have determined that there is no practicable alternative. A full copy of the Floodplain
Management Plan (8-step process) documenting compliance with Executive Order 11988 can be
viewed online at http://www.nysher.org/Programs/NYS-HCR-CDBG-DR/EnvironmentalReview
or at the addresses listed below under public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Floodplain Management
Plan or a request for further information to Thomas King, Certifying Officer, NYS Homes and
Community Renewal — Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery, 99 Washington Avenue, Suite
1010, Albany, NY 12231 and/or Calvin Johnson, Assistant Director CDBG-DR, City of New
York Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, gt Floor, New York, NY
10007. Written comments may also be submitted via email to Thomas King at
NYSCDBG DR _ER@nyshcr.org and/or Calvin Johnson at CDBGDR-Enviro@omb.nyc.gov.
Please include “New York City Acquisition Floodplain Management Comments,” as well as the
specific county, in the subject line. All comments received by October 4, 2014 will be
considered by NYS HCR and NYC OMB.

Thomas J. King, NYS Homes and Community Renewal, Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
Dean Fuleihan, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Budget,
Certifying Officers

September 26, 2014
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FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN - NEW YORK CITY
BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM

New York State Homes and Community Renewal New York City Office of Management and Budget

Hampton Plaza 255 Greenwich Strest
38-40 State Street New York, New York 10007
Albany, New York 12207 — (212) 788-6024

(518) 473-4732

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN
To: Allinterested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

Thisis togive notice that New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCR), and New York City Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) have conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988
in accordance with HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C - Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodpiain Managament and Protection of Wetlands, to determine the potential effects that its activity in
the tioodplain wauld have on the human environment. This activity—NY Rising and NYC Build It Back (BIB) Acquisition for Redevelopment Program-—is funded under the Community Development Block Grant - Disaster
Recovery (COBG-DR) Program pursuant to Title | of the Housing and Community Development Act of 174 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

Pursuant to the COBG-OR Program and Federal Register Notices 78 Fed. Reg. 14329 and 78 Fed. Reg. 69104 (Naticas), published March 5, 2013, and November 18, 2013, respectively, NYS has been allocated approximately
$3.8 billion of COBG-DR funds for storm recovery activities, including but not limited to the acquisition, demolition, reconstruction, improvement, financing, anduse of existing pmra'ties in storm-impacted municipalities
and om;r%e; Purts.sant R:ghe Notices, NY(E U*Fmg bmm:ed .';gez billion n; {t:haﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂ funTgs fgrs!orm recovery activities njwl‘i";nc. A m{:ﬁm Ag{ the ::ur;ent allocation wiJItb'srwed urtr:; mlmﬁ a:1dYr o ttt:-f
some of the worst damaged properties, includi that are the subject of this Notice, This Notic pertains to properties opting into uisition for Redevelopment Program it ing New York City counties:
Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County, N?Ed i

BRONX COUNTY

» There are approximately 3,678 acres of surface water and floodplain in Bronx County.!

KINGS COUNTY

» There are approximately 12,561 acres of surface water and floodplain in Kings County.

NEW YORK COUNTY

» There are approximately 2,950 acres of surface water and floodplain in New York County.

QUEENS COUNTY

« There are approximately 13,963 acres of surface water and floodplain in Queens County.

Floodplains are delineated on the FEMA Base Flood Elevation Maps, which can be viewed at www.msc.fema.gov. The actual property addresses of applicants participating in this program will not be verified unti applications
for assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the program. 5

Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, NYC would complete an applicant intake process throughits BIB program and complete appraisals for the applicant properties. Eligible applicants from the BIB program
would have established substantial property damage. Once NYC makes the eligibility determination, the applicant would be referred to NYS. Applicants would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility
determination process. The program would then complete a Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase | ESAs for all properties that are determined to be efigible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment
Program. NYS would purchase the property, and the program would complete all Phase Il environmental testing and soil remediation as necessary for the project site. N¥S wor fransfer the property to NYC's designated
nonprofit agent for demolition, including any asbestos and hazardous materials survey and abatement, and ¢ t. After the State has acquired the sife, the m would secure the site m such a manner that
the site would not adversely impact adjacent properties or property owmers, and this may oceur prior to or after the site has been transferved to NYC's designated nonprofit agent.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who maébe affected by activities in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity
to express their concarns and provide information about these areas. Second. adequate public natice is an impartant public education tool. The dissemination of information about floodplains facilitates and enhances
Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated with the ccupancy and modification of these speclal areas. Third, as a matter of faimess, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place
infloodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values of the floodplain, and have
determined the best practicable alternative is the proposed action, The altemative actions considered are as follows: No Action, Rehabilitation Grants, Buyouts, Acquisitions: 1 to 2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed
Action), and Acquisitions: 3+ Unit Residential Properties. These alternatives are discussed below.

No Action Alternative

AN Action alternative is not propesed as it does not adequately achieve NYS and NYC goals of promoting a safe and heatthy living environment for Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County
residents. Under the No Action alternative, the funding for the proposed acquistbion of residential properties in the high flood risk areas of Bronx County, Kings County. New York County, and Queens County would not

ba authorized. There would be no acquisition of properties. Homeavmers who are unable or unwilling to repair their hames would not be assisted in relocating outside of the high flood risk areas. Under the No Action
alternative, the flood damaged and destroyed residential properties would remain under their current ownership. NYC would not be responsible for the any demolition activities, The homeowners would be responsible
for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties.

Under a No Action alternative, abandoned properties would remain, posing an ongoing risk to health and safety, as well as diminishing property values of neighboring homes and contributing to a depressed economy.
Small residential buildings close to the shore are an integral part of the county's culture. These residents support the affected communities’ economies, which are critical to the economic health of the state. The No Action
alternative would negatively impact the recovery of the affected communities. .

Rehabilitation Grants

Under this alternative, homeowners would be able to apply for programs for finangial assistance for the repair-and rehabilitation of their propertiss that were damaged or destroyed by the storms. While these assistance
programs would includs financial support and requirements for resiliency upgrades for the individual properties that would reduce the potential damage from future storms, some homeowners may not bewillingta -
repair their homes. Further, in repairing substantially damaged homes, the residents may be displaced for a longer period of time while home repairs and resiliency efforts are being made. For these residents, rehabili-
tating their home may not serve as well as an acquisition aption that allows them to permanently relocate and begin rebuilding their lives without having to wwait for 2 long period of time while their home is being repaired
or possibly aven reconstructed. Some owners of substantially damaged homes may already have relocated or purchased a new home. For these owners, rehabilitation grants would not be effective in assisting them fo
recover from recent storm events. .

Buyouts ,

Under this allernative, only funding for a traditional Buyout program, in which NYS purchased properties and demished structures to restore the floodplain fo 2 natural state, would be authorized for residential propar-
ties damaged or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties: However, the funding would nat be authorized for the Acquisition for Redevelopment of any properties. This alternative
would salisfy the need to relocate homeowners out of high flood risk areas and tha goal to improve the storm altenuation properties of the affected communities; however, it would not satisty the need to redevelop
acqmregclzmperﬁesmm newer, mare resifient construction. It would also not satisfy the need to maintain the residential character of some ne'?hwhmd& I NYS purchased homes as Buyouts autside of specific
enhanced target 2ones, 3 gap-tooth effect would occur, 25 some residents may choose to stay in their current home. Under this alternative, NYS could also only purchase homes in specified enhianced target zones.
Homeawners cutsids of Buyout areas would not be eligible to have their property acquired by NYS, leading some residents to continuse Iving in homes that have not been properly repaired.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 1-2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action)

The proposed action is an Acquisition for Redevelopment program that would purchase storm damaged one-two (1-2) unit residential properties for the purpose of demolition, reconstruction, and future redevelopment.
This process would use grant funds to acquire parcels from voluntary selfers affected by Superstorm Sandy. Existing improvements on some parcels woutd be demolished. Some parcels would then be redeveloped into
one-two (1~%) unit residential dwellings (ar in rare instances, lefl vacant). In instances whete demalition or redavelopment into one-two (1-2) unit residential structures is jimpracticable, other redevelopment activities
may pecur. These project ctivities would be determined on 2 case by case basis, and be cansistent with all federal, state, and municipal laws and zoning requirements. If the redevelopment invoives a use other than
one-two (1-2) unit residential buildings, further eavironmental assessment would be performed to ensure compliance with federal and state environmental guidelines.

The proposed Acquisition for Redevelopment action s to prevent substantially damaged homes from hmerdeimmtmg or being abandoned by owners who do not have the resources or desire to rehabilitzte
their homes and provide adequate assistance to Bronx County, 1?5 County, New York County, and Queens County residents to make a lfe-aitering move. The action is alsa needed to allow for cansistent redevelopment;
unlike 2 traditional buyout that would not preserva the character of neighborhoods if scattered lots were to be left open in perpetuity, replacing damaged homes with safe, modern construction would promote community
revitalization in these neighborhoods.

Acquisitian for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties

Under this alternative, the funding for the acquisition for redavelopment program would be authorized for residential properties damaged or destroyed By Superstorm Sandy in Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties.
However, the funding would not be limited to 1-2 unit residential properties. Al residential properties in Bron County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County that were damaged or destroyed by the storms
would be considered under the Acquisifion for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properfies program.

This alternative would satisfy the need to atlow some current homeowners to relocate out of high flood risk areas if they desire, while still allowing some residents who wish to remain in their homes the ability to do so,
without creating a gap-tooth effect. The residents of properties with more than two units would be eligible for Acquisitions, potentially leading to more properties that could be redeveloped.

Due to the higher costs assaciated with 3+ unil residential properties, if the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program were to include 3+ unit residential properties, fewer properties overall could beincluded in the program,
This alternative would result in similar environmental effects as the proposed action, although in different locations because it would include 3+ residential propertiesin place of certain 1- to 2-unit applicants. This aiternative
could lead to fewer proparties being redeveloped in a more resilient manner, and would not meet the program goal of greater community resiliency in NYC through smart development.

These alternatives will be re-evaluated in light of any public comments received. :

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain and have determined that there is no practicable alternative. A full copy of the Floodplain Management Plan (8-step process)
documenting compliance with Executive Order 11988 can be viewed onfine at http://www.nysher.org/Pragrams/NYS-HCR-CDBG-DR/EnviroamentalReview or at fhe addresses listed below under public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agenicy may submit written comments on the Floodplain Management Plan or a request for further information fo Thamas King, Certifying Officer, NYS Homes and Community Renewal - Governor's
Ofiice of Storm Recovery, %3 Washington Avenue, Suite 1010, Aibany, NY 12231 and/or Calvin Johnsan, Assistant Diractor COBG-DR, City of New York Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, 8" Floor,
New York, NY 10007. Written comments may also be submitted via email to Thomas King at NYSCOEG_DR_ER@nyshcr. i v, Pleaseinclude “New York City Acquisition

3 -org and/or Calvin Johnson atwmﬁ-frwa@anb#grﬂ
Floodplain Management Comments, " as well as the specific county, in the subiject ime. All comments received by October 4, 2014 will be considered by NYS HCR and NYC OMB.

Thomas J. King, NYS Homes and Community Renewal, Governor's Office of Storm Recovery

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that License
# 1280650 hasteen applied for by
OT Rest & Bar Corp. to sell beer,
wine & liquor at retall under the
Alcoholic Beverage Controf Law at
39-31 & 3933 Queens Blvd,
Sunnyside, NY 11104 for on-
premises consumption.

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEEN%

SUMMONS
Docket No. B-09655/14
In the Matter of the Petition of
HEARTSHARE ST. VINCENT'S
SERVICES  *
for an order committing to it the
guardianship and custody of
JUSTICE JOSHUA SANDERS
a/k/a JUSTICE MEADOWS
a depende)?t child

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK

TO: COMMISSIONER OF  SOCIAL
SERVICES OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
EBONY MEADOWS

A verified Petition having been filed
in this Court alleging that the above
named child in "~ the care of
HeartShare St. Vincent's Services, the
Petitioner, is abandoned by said
Child's Parents as defined by ion
384-b 5 of the Social Services Law,
and/or that there is no male person
whose consent to said Child’s
adoption is required by law, a copy
of said Petition being annexed
hereto; .
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO
APPEAR before the Family Court,
Queens County, at 151-20 Jamaica
Avenue Jamaica, New York, Part 1 on
the 10th day of December, 2014, at
9:30 am o'clock in the forenoon of
said day to show cause why the
Court should not enter an Order
depriving you of all the rights of
?uardianship and custody of JUSTICE
OSHUA SANDERS a/k/a JUSTICE
MEADOWS, awardn al:]ardiarzship
and  custody a“fwsnii‘éd Id 10 thg
petitioning . au i ncy an
the Commissioner of Sogga: Services
of the City of New York, jointly and
severally as provided by law.
PLEASE TAKE that if
uardianship and custody of the
ghild are committed to the
Petitioner and to the Commissioner
of Social Services of the City of New
York, the Child may be adopted with
the consent of said authorized
agency, without further notice to
you and without your consent.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that
you are entitled to be represented by
an attorney, and if you cannot afford
to retain an atomey, one will be
Eppointeo‘ to represent you by the
ourt free of charge :orou.
In the event of your failure to appear,
said failure to ar will rasult in
inatit all your p |
ag&t;wmed'riid.

E TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that
your failure to appear shall
constitute a denial of interest in the
Child, which denial may result in the
transfer or commitment of the child's
care, custody, guardianship or
adoption of the Child, all without
further notice to the parent of the
Child.

Dated:

By Order of the Court
S
Clerk of the Family Court

WINGATE, KEARNEY & CULLEN, LLP
Attomeys for Petitioner

45 Main Street, Suite 1020
Brooklyn, New York 11201
718)852-5900

Dear St Jude Thaddeus, the Church
honors you universally as the Patron
Saint of hopeless cases and of things
despaired of. Dear St Jude, you were
the cousin and friend of our Lord

Jesus Christ and one of his twelve
apostles. Our Lord has granted you
the special privilege of being able to
intercede with him, on our behalf, in
our most despaired of situations.
Dear 5t Jude deus; | beg you
through the most Sacred Heart of
Jesus, please intervene with Our
Lord Jesus Christ, on my behalf, and
ask him to come my aid in all my

Dean Fuleihan, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Budget, most despaired of situations, espe-
Certifying Officers cially (state favor). | promise to be
ever mindful of this great favor and
September 26, 2014 promise to make you my special
E‘:tron. Say 3 Our ?mefs. 3 Hail
*County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floadplains are areas zones A, AE, AQ, VE, and 0.2% from ,mgfwm?:;‘u; mdg’;z
FEMA's prefimiinary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014. e i 3
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LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of formation of Manhattan
Eats LLC Arts. of Org. filed with the
Secy of State of New York (SSNY)
08/11/2014. Office location: Nassau
County. SSNY desig. agt. of LLC upon
whom process against it may be

served. SSNY shall mail copy of

process to Laura Arauho, 2160

Jerusalem Ave., North Merrick, NY -
11566. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Public Notice is Hereby given that on
September 29, 2014 beginnin? at
1:00 pm and continuing until' all
oods are sold, Keep It Locked
torage Inc. will sell at public
auction, under New York lien taw for
cash v.and on such succeeding

days times as may be necessary
at 54-15 35th Street, Long Island
City, New York 11101, the followi

wares,
merchandise belonging 19; Robert
Nieva #V6064, Robert Vaughan
Jacobson #D14T, Juana Cabanas
#E15T, Yolanda Talamantsz #1423T,
Gustavo Mezarina #71210, Efrain
Pagan #16167, Ray Castillo #M19B,
Erik Ramos #G16T, Thioro Samb #111,
James Gallo #T93T, Marian Mnich
#4003T, Harold Van #V6000C, Yalena
Faradzheva #7707

Auctioneer #0976451

Notice of formation of Golaborate,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with NY Sg?/.
of State (SSNY) on 07/24/2014. Ofc.
Location: Nassau' County. SSNY
desiFnated for service of process and
shall mail copy of any process served
:?ainst the LLC to Registered Agent:

'o  United States' Corporation
Agents, Inc, 7014 13th Avenuse, Ste.
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

Notice is hereby given that a
Restaurant Wine and Beer license,
serial number 1280340, has been
applied for by the undersigned to
sell beer and wine at retail in a
restaurant _under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law at 709 5th
Ave,, Brooklyn, NY 11215 for on-
premises consumption; 4020 #2
Corp. DBA Castillo Restaurant

SERVICES

PSYCHICS

& BLACK MAGIC
PERMANENTLY
REMOVING YOUR PAIN

MY GOAL

SHEIKH OUMAR
Spiritual Healer and Clairvoyant
Specilaizing in:
Relationships, Marriage, and

Loved Ones, Magic.
Quick Results. Call: 646-239-3298
www.psychicoumar.com

212-316-0567

LEGAL SERVICES

ler & 0’Rourke, P.C.
Toll Frae 1-866-LAW(529)-2575
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STATE OF NEW YORK  }
¥
1 SS.
}
COUNTY OF RICHMOND }

MARIE ALEO being duly sworn, says that she is the Legal Advertising Clerk of the
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, a daily newspaper printed and published in the County of Richmond,
State of New York: that a NOTICE, of which the annexed is a printed copy, has been regularly
published in said newspaper

For ( 1 ) (time(s) on the following date(s) to wit:
September 26, 2014

commencing on the 26th day of September

and the las![ m-sp fon bemg September 26}014
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| KINGS COUNTY

| To: Allinterested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

| The program would then complete a Tier 2 site-specific environmental assessment and Phase | ESAs for all properties that are determined to be eligible for the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program. NYS would purchase the | *

| their concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, adequate public notice is an important public education tool. The dissemination of information about floodplains facilitates and enhances Federal efforts to reduce

| who may be put at greater or continued risk.
| ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED .
| NYSHCR and NYC OMB have considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values of the floodplain, and have determined

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN - NEW YORK CITY
BRONX, KINGS, NEW YORK, AND QUEENS COUNTIES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PROGRAM ¢

New York State Homes and Community Renewal New York City Office of Management and Budget
Hampton Plaza 255 Greenwich Street

38-40 State Street New York, New York 10007

Albany, New York 12207 (212) 788-6024

(518) 473-4732

NOTIFICATION OF ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN

This is to give notice that New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYS HCRY), and New York City Office of Management and Budget (NYC OMB) have conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988 in
accordance with HUD regulations under 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C - Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands, to determine the potential effects that its activity in the floodplain
would have on the human environment. This activity—NY Rising and NYC Build It Back (BIB) Acquisition for Redevelopment Program~—is funded under the Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
Program pursuant to Title | of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

Pursuant to the CDBG-DR Program and Federal Register Notices 78 Fed. Reg. 14329 and 78 Fed. Reg. 69104 (Notices), published March 5, 2013, and November 18, 2013, respectively, NYS has been allocated approximately
$3.8 hllion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery activities, including but not limited to the acquisition, demolition, reconstruction, improvement, financing, and use of existing properties in storm-impacted municipalities and
counties. Pursuant to the Notices, NYC has been allocated $3.2 billion of CDBG-DR funds for storm recovery activities in NYC. A portion of the current allocation will be used for the acquisition and redevelopment of some of the
worst damaged properties, including those that are the subject of this Notice. This Notice pertains to properties opting into the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program in the following New York City counties: Bronx County, Kings
County, New York County, and Queens County, NY. )

BRONX COUNTY

= There are approximately 3,678 acres of surface water and floodplain in Bronx County.!

« There are approximately 12,561 acres of surface water and floodplain in Kings County.
NEW YORK COUNTY

* There are approximately 2,950 acres of surface water and floodplain in New York County.
QUEENS COUNTY

> There are approximately 13,963 acres of surface water and floodplain in Queens County.
Floodplains are delineated on the FEMA Base Flood Elevation Maps, which can be viewed at www.msc.fema.gov. The actual property addresses of applicants participating in this program will not be verified until applications for
assistance are reviewed and determined eligible for the program. '

Under the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program, NYC would complete an applicant intake process through its BIB program and complete appraisals for the applicant properties. Eligible applicants from the BIB program would
have established substantial property damage. Once NYC makes the eligibility determination, the applicant would be referred to NYS. Applicants would then go through the NY Rising application and eligibility determination process.

property, and the program would complete all Phase Il environmental testing and soil remediation as necessary for the project site. NYS would transfer the property to NYC's designated nonprofit agent for demolition, including any
asbestos and hazardous materials survey and abatement, and redevelopment. After the State has acquired the site, the program would secure the site in such a manner that the site would not adversely impact adjacent properties
or property owners, and this may occur prior to or after the site has been transferred to NYC's designated nonprofit agent.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express

therisks associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as amatter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains, it must inform those

+ ANo Action alternative is not proposed as it does not adequately achieve NYS and NYC goals of promoting a safe and healthy living environment for Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County residents.

, wouldinclude financial support and requirements for resiliency upgrades for the individual properties that would reduce the potential damage from future storms, some homeowners may not be willing to repair their homes. Further,

the best practicable alternative is the proposed action. The alternative actions considered are as follows: No Action, Rehabilitation Grants, Buyouts, Acquisitions: 1to 2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action), and Acquisitions:
3+ Unit Residential Properties. These alternatives are discussed below.

No Action Alternative

Under the No Action alternative, the funding for the proposed acquisition of residential properties in the high flood risk areas of Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County would not be authorized. There
would be no acquisition of properties. Homeowners who are unable or unwilling to repair their homes would not be assisted in relocating outside of the high flood risk areas. Under the No Action alternative, the flood damaged and
destroyed residential properties would remain under their current ownership. NYC would not be responsible for the any demolition activities. The homeowners would be responsible for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties.
Under a No Action alternative, abandoned properties would remain, posing an ongoing risk to health and safety, as well as diminishing property values of neighboring homes and contributing to a depressed economy. Small
residential buildings close to the shore are an integral part of the county's culture. These residents support the affected communities’ economies, which are critical to the economic health of the state. The No Action alternative
would negatively impact the recovery of the affected communities. :

Rehabilitation Grants:

Under this alternative, homeowners would be able to apply for programs for financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of their properties that were damaged or destroyed by the storms. While these assistance programs

in repairing substantially damaged homes, the residents may be displaced for alonger period of time while home repairs and resiliency efforts are being made. For these residents, rehabilitating their home may not serve as well
as an acquisition option that allows them to permanently relocate and begin rebuilding their lives without having to wait for along period of time while their home is being repaired or possibly even reconstructed. Some owners of
substantially damaged homes may already have relocated or purchased a new home. For these owners, rehabilitation grants would not be effective in assisting them to recover from recent storm events.

Buyouts

Under this alternative, only funding for a traditional Buyout program, in which NYS purchased properties and demolished structures to restore the floodplain to a natural state, would be authorized for residential properties damaged
or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties. However, the funding would not be authorized for the Acquisition for Redevelopment of any properties. This alternative would satisfy the need
to relocate homeowners out of high flood risk areas and the goal to improve the storm attenuation properties of the affected communities; however, it would not satisfy the need to redevelop acquired properties with newer, more
resilient construction. It would also not satisfy the need to maintain the residential character of some neighborhoods. If NYS purchased homes as Buyouts outside of specific enhanced target zones, a gap-tooth effect would occur,
as some residents may choose to stay in their current home. Under this alternative, NYS could also only purchase homes in specified enhanced target zones. Homeowners outside of Buyout areas would not be eligible to have their | -
property acquired by NYS, leading some residents to continue living in homes that have not been properly repaired.

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 1-2 Unit Residential Properties (Proposed Action)

The proposed action is an Acquisition for Redevelopment program that would purchase storm damaged one-two (1-2) unit residential properties for the purpose of demolition, reconstruction, and future redevelopment. This
process would use grant funds to acquire parcels from voluntary sellers affected by Superstorm Sandy. Existing improvements on some parcels would be demolished. Some parcels would then be redeveloped into one-two 12}
unit residential dwellings (or in rare instances, left vacant). In instances where demolition or redevelopment into one-two (1-2) unit residential structures is impracticable, other redevelopment activities may occur. These project

| This alternative would satisfy the need to allow some current homeowners to relocate out of high flood risk areas if they desire, while still allowing some residents who wish to remain in their homes the ability to do so, without

activities would be determined on a case by case basis, and be consistent with all federal, state, and municipal laws and zoning requirements. If the redevelopment involves a use other than one-two (1-2) unit residential buildings,
further environmental assessment would be performed to ensure compliance with federal and state environmental guidelines.

The proposed Acquisition for Redevelopment action is necessary to prevent substantially damaged homes from further deteriorating or being abandoned by owners who donot have the resources or desire to rehabilitate their
homes and provide adequate assistance to Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County residents to make a life-altering move. The action is also needed to allow for consistent redevelopment; unlike a
trq[c'i]itional pnﬁéouth thz&t would not preserve the character of neighborhoods if scattered lots were to be left open in perpetuity, replacing damaged homes with safe, modern construction would promote community revitalization
in these neighborhoods. .

Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties

Under this alternative, the funding for the acquisition for redevelopment program would be authorized for residential properties damaged-or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties.
However, the funding would not be limited to 1-2 unit residential properties. All residential properties in Bronx County, Kings County, New York County, and Queens County that were damaged or destroyed by the storms would be
considered under the Acquisition for Redevelopment: 3+ Unit Residential Properties program.

creating a gap-tooth effect. The residents of properties with more than two units would be eligible for Acquisitions, potentially leading to more properties that could be redeveloped.

Due to the higher costs associated with 3+ unit residential properties, if the Acquisition for Redevelopment Program were to include 3+ unit residential properties, fewer properties overall could be included in the program. This
alternative would result in similar environmental effects as the proposed action, although in different locations because it would include 3+ residential properties in place of certain 1- to 2-unit applicants. This alternative could lead
to fewer properties being redeveloped in a more resilient manner, and would not meet the program goal of greater community resiliency in NYC through smart development.

These alternatives will be re-evaluated i light of any public comments received.

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN

NYS HCR and NYC OMB have reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain and have determined that there is no practicable alternative. A full copy of the Floodplain Management Plan (8-step process) documenting
compliance with Executive Order 11988 can be viewed online at http://www.nyshcr.org/Programs/NYS-HCR-CDBG-DR/EnvironmentalReview or at the addresses listed below under public comments. ,

PUBLIC COMMENTS ?

A[\y individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Floodplain Management Plan ora request for further information to Thomas King, Certifying Officer, NYS Homes and Community Renewal - Governor's Office of
Storm Recovery, 99 Washington Avenue, Suite 1010, Albany, NY 12231 and/or Calvin Johnson, Assistant Director CDBG-DR, City of New York Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, 8" Floor, New York, NY 10007.
Written comments may also be submitted via email to Thomas King at NYSCDBG_DR_FR@nyshcr.org and/or Calvin Johnson at CDBGDR-Enviro@omb.nyc.gov. Please include “New York City Acquisition Floodplain Management
Comments,” as well as the specific county, in the subject line. All comments received by October 4, 2014 will be considered by NYS HCR and NYC OMB. !

Thomas J. King, NYS Homes and Community Renewal, Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery

Dean Fuleihian, Director, City of New York, Office of Management and Bucget,

Certifying Officers

September 26, 2014

—_ T
*County boundaries (for Bronx, Kings, New York, and Queens counties) are defined by the NYC Department of City Planning Borough Boundaries shapefile (2014). Floodplains are areas zones A, AE, AQ, VE, and 0.2% from FEMA's
e ;

| preliminary FIRM flood hazard data released March 2014.
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EXHIBIT 4 Public Comments Received and Response

There have been no comments received.
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