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September 12, 2014 

 

 

Tennille S. Parker  

Director  

Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division  

Office of Block Grant Assistance  

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development  

451 7th Street, SW, Room 7272  

Washington, DC 20410 

  

RE: RROF and Environmental Certification for CDBG-DR NY Rising and NYC Build it Back 

Acquisition for Redevelopment Program for Richmond County, New York.  

 

Dear Ms. Parker:  

 

Attached is a Request for Release of Funds (RROFs) and Environmental Certification for the 

above-referenced program- NY Rising and NYC Build it Back Acquisition for Redevelopment 

Program (the Program) for Richmond County, New York.  The Program is a joint effort between 

two CDBG-DR grantees, New York State and New York City.  Although environmental review 

processes were combined, each grantee will submit separate RROFs.   

 

On August 28, 2014 the Program received comments from the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency.  These comments were addressed in a response to comment dated September 

9, 2014 which has been appended to the Environmental Assessment.   

 

Pursuant to 24 CFR Section 58.33, the combined Notice of No Significant Impact and Notice of 

Intent to Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOIRROF) was published on August 22, 2014 (see 

attached copy of public notice and affidavits of publication).  The funds are needed on an 

emergency basis due declared disasters and as a result, in accordance with HUD policy and as 

stated in the FONSI/NOIRROF, the comment periods for the FONSI/NOIRROF were combined.  

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact me at (518) 486-7512 or 

send me an email at Thomas.King@stormrecovery.ny.gov. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Thomas J. King, Esq. 

Certifying Officer 

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
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Housing Trust Fund Corporation 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

CC by e-mail:  

 

Therese Fretwell, Regional Environmental Officer, Regions I & II, HUD 

Jeffrey D’Agostino, Field Environmental Officer – Disaster Recovery, HUD 

Heather M. Spitzberg, Certifying Officer, NYSHCR  

James Rubin, Executive Director, GOSR  

Latoya Murphy, Deputy Executive Director, GOSR 

Rebecca Sinclair, Director of Buyouts and Acquisitions, GOSR 

Betsy Mallow, Deputy Executive Director GOSR  

Daniel Greene, Deputy General Counsel, GOSR 

Lori A. Shirley, Community Developer – Environmental Services, GOSR 

Joanna Oliver, Environmental Manager, DASNY 

 

CC by overnight mail: 

 

Rhoda M. Nicholson, Program Support Specialist, HUD 
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